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Copyright,  1944,  by 
The  Parish  of  the  Advent 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


IN  these  pages  is  told  the  interesting  story  of  the  One 
Hundred  Years  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent.  A  parish 
is  not  a  building  or  an  institution,  but  a  continuous  flow  of 
life  from  the  world  of  space  and  time  into  Eternity.  We 
thank  God  for  the  good  example  of  thousands  of  men  and 
women  who  in  their  generation  have  served  their  Master 
in  the  fellowship  of  this  Church.  As  the  present  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese,  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  all  that  the  Rector 
and  people  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent  do  in  so  many 
and  varied  ways,  for  the  community,  the  Diocese  and  the 
Church  at  large.  My  affectionate  good  wishes  go  with  you 
in  the  new  century,  with  the  prayer  that  God  will  bless 
your  every  endeavor. 

Henry  Knox  Sherrill 
Bishop  of  Massachusetts 
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Foreword 


THE  approach  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent,  and  the  plans  be¬ 
ing  made  for  the  proper  celebration  of  that  event,  demanded 
that  the  history  of  the  first  century  of  the  life  of  the  parish 
be  recorded  and  permanently  preserved  in  printed  form. 

Miss  Ann  Maria  Mitchell,  a  devoted  communicant  of  the 
Church  of  the  Advent  and  the  appointed  Historian  of  the 
Parish,  prior  to  her  death  in  1942  had  assembled  much  val¬ 
uable  material  relating  to  the  parish  from  its  earliest  days, 
which  has  been  most  helpful  in  the  compilation  of  this  work. 

After  Miss  Mitchell’s  death  Professor  Samuel  Eliot 
Morison,  the  eminent  historian  and  a  member  of  the  Advent 
corporation,  was  elected  to  succeed  Miss  Mitchell ;  but 
almost  immediately  thereafter  he  was  called  to  the  National 
Service  as  Historian  of  Naval  Operations  during  the  war. 
In  1943  the  undersigned  was  appointed  Assistant  Historian 
of  the  Parish,  and  undertook  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  the  posi¬ 
tion  during  Commander  Morison’s  absence.  When  later  it 
became  obvious  that  the  publication  of  the  History  should 
be  coincident  with  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  in 
December,  1944,  and  that  Commander  Morison  would  be 
completely  preoccupied  with  the  duties  of  his  position  in  the 
United  States  Navy,  it  became  necessary  to  forego  the 
anticipated  revision  of  the  manuscript  by  the  Historian, 
and  to  take  immediate  steps  for  its  publication. 

Fortunately  the  records  both  of  the  corporation  and  of 
the  vestry  were  found  to  be  intact  and  complete  from  the 
beginning.  Much  information  has  been  obtained  from  them, 
and  from  other  sources.  Special  acknowledgment  is  due 
and  is  gratefully  tendered  to  the  Senior  Warden,  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  K.  Richardson,  a  faithful  and  devoted  member  of  the 
corporation  for  fifty-four  years,  and  to  other  members  of 


VI 


FOREWORD 


the  corporation  and  of  the  parish,  for  advice  and  helpful 
suggestions;  to  Mr.  Charles  E.  Bacon,  of  the  corporation, 
for  invaluable  assistance  in  publication;  to  Mr.  Joseph  H. 
Hunting,  long  the  Parish  Verger,  for  important  historic 
data;  and  finally,  but  not  least,  to  the  Reverend  Rector,  Fr. 
Hale,  for  his  constant  interest  and  encouragement. 


The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  first  public  service  of 
the  Parish  of  the  Advent  was  commemorated  on  December 
1,  1894,  when  the  present  church  building  was  consecrated. 
At  that  time  was  published  a  Sketch  of  the  History  of  the 
Parish  of  the  Advent  in  the  City  of  Boston,  covering  the 
years  1844-1894,  and  dedicated  “to  the  memory  of  the 
Reverend  William  Croswell,  D.D.,  the  first  Rector  of  the 
Parish  of  the  Advent,  by  whose  exertions  under  Divine 
guidance  the  foundations  were  laid  upon  which  his  succes¬ 
sors  have  built  and  to  whom  all  who  receive  the  ministra¬ 
tions  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent  owe  a  lasting  debt  of 
gratitude.” 

The  first  portion  of  the  Sketch,  and  probably  the  major 
part  of  it,  was  written  by  the  late  Edward  Fitch  Oliver, 
M.D.  Dr.  Oliver  died  in  1893;  he  had  been  closely  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  life  of  the  parish  almost  from  its  foundation. 
The  Sketch  sets  forth  with  such  accuracy,  sympathetic 
devotion,  and  completeness  of  record  the  important  features 
of  the  life  of  the  parish  during  those  fifty  years  that  it  is 
fitting  that  it  be  incorporated  in  great  part  in  this  present 
volume. 

To  this  review  of  the  first  fifty  years  as  written  by  Dr. 
Oliver  and  completed  by  Mr.  George  O.  G.  Coale,  have  occa¬ 
sionally  been  added  [in  brackets]  such  further  information 
or  comment,  derived  from  the  parish  records  and  other 
sources,  as  may  be  pertinent  and  of  interest  or  value. 


Wallace  Goodrich 


Contents 

PAGE 

The  Beginnings  of  a  Parispi  .....  1 

The  History  of  the  Parish  .....  6 

The  Next  Hundred  Years  .....  105 

The  Laity  of  the  Parish  .  .  .  .  .117 

The  Music  of  the  Advent  .....  123 

The  Parish  House  .......  143 

The  Parish  Library  ......  149 

The  Endowment  Fund  ......  152 

Parish  Organizations  .  .  .  .  .  .156 

Staff  and  Officers  of  the  Parish  .  .  .  182 

Gifts  and  Memorials  ......  193 

Index  .........  209 


•  • 
Vll 


THE  PARISH  OF  THE  ADVENT 
IN  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON 


The  Nave  and  Chapels 


The  Beginnings  of  a  Parish 

{From  a  Paper  read  before  the  Mens  Guild  of  the  Church 
of  the  Advent  December  31,  1925,  by  George  0.  G.  Coale, 
son  of  a  founder  of  the  Parish  and  a  member  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  since  1878 ) 


THE  organization  of  the  Parish  of  the  Advent  in 
1844  grew  out  of  the  yearning  of  certain  earnest 
people  for  something  more  expressive  of  their  religion  than 
the  services  they  found  established  in  the  parishes  of  the 
city  of  Boston.  Before  touching  on  the  details  of  the  con¬ 
ception  of  the  parish,  it  seems  well  to  dwell  for  a  few 
moments,  in  a  very  sketchy  way,  on  the  conditions  in  the 
Church  which  gave  rise  to  the  desire  for  a  new  and  dif¬ 
ferent  parish. 

“Our  Mother  Church  of  England  was  being  awakened 
to  a  knowledge  of  her  birthright  by  Keble,  Pusey  and  their 
friends,  comparatively  few  in  number  but  zealous  in  their 
desire  to  stress  their  membership  in  the  Holy  Catholic 
Church,  and  to  assert  and  teach  her  age-old  doctrines  as 
true  and  helpful  to  the  soul.  The  Church  of  England  had 
been  overridden  by  the  State,  which  appointed  her  bishops 
and  leading  dignitaries  and  seems  to  have  been  very  care¬ 
ful,  in  those  days  at  least,  to  see  that  they  were  men  of 
sound  'Protestant’  views.  This  naturally  made  some  theo¬ 
logians  and  others  very  restive;  and  the  Rev.  John  Keble 
with  a  group  of  his  fellow-workers  sought  to  emphasize  in 
their  teaching  those  distinctive  doctrines  upon  which,  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Church,  proper  emphasis  had  been  laid, 
and  which  had  been  largely  lost  sight  of  in  the  Reformation. 
Their  opponents  fought  vigorously  for  the  maintenance  of 
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things  as  they  were.  But  though  those  opponents  were  able 
unfortunately  to  point  out  that  in  some  cases  the  new,  or 
rather  revived  teaching  had  led  to  secession  to  the  Roman 
Church,  they  had  to  meet  the  learning  and  reasoning  of  men 
who  had  no  such  tendency  and  had  not  been  permanently 
affected  by  the  atmosphere  of  the  Reformation,  having 
gone  back  in  their  studies  to  the  writings  of  the  Apostolic 
Fathers  of  the  Church  and  their  successors. 

“The  lives  of  the  men  who  were  leading  the  new  move¬ 
ment  were  above  reproach.  They  were  saintly,  humble- 
minded  teachers,  at  Oxford  or  in  the  pulpit,  teaching  noth¬ 
ing  new,  but  restating  and  defining  doctrines  well  known 
to  the  deeper  students  of  Church  history,  which  had  faded 
from  the  common  view,  or  been  obscured  by  the  violent 
anti-Roman  prejudices  of  the  day. 

“The  Rev.  Dr.  Pusey,  one  of  this  group,  appears  not  to 
have  been  fully  in  sympathy  with  the  others  until  after 
the  issue  of  the  Tracts  for  the  Times  had  begun  in  1833. 
He  then  became  interested  and  a  close  student  of  the  pre- 
Reformation  teaching,  and  by  1835  his  real  life-work  began. 
In  that  year  he  preached  a  sermon  on  The  Holy  Eucharist , 
a  Comfort  to  the  Penitent.  For  this  he  was  suspended  by 
the  authorities  of  the  University  of  Oxford  for  three  years 
from  the  function  of  preaching.  On  reading  this  sermon 
now,  one  is  struck  with  the  likeness  of  its  teaching  to  that 
with  which  we  are  all  familiar,  and  to  which  we  now  sub¬ 
scribe.  Both  he  and  Keble  were  able  students  of  theology, 
simple  almost  to  austerity  in  their  private  life  and  habits, 
gentle  and  kindly  to  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men. 

“Keble  was  born  in  1792 — eight  years  before  Dr.  Pusey 
— and,  when  under  nineteen  years  of  age,  held  the  most 
coveted  honor  in  Oxford,  a  fellowship  in  Oriel  College.  In 
1831  he  was  made  Professor  of  Poetry  at  Oxford.  Two 
years  later  he  preached  a  sermon  before  the  University 
which  his  friend,  Dr.  Newman,  another  of  the  group,  is 
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stated  to  have  said  'initiated  the  Oxford  Movement.’  He 
had  graduated  with  higher  honors  than,  with  one  exception, 
had  ever  been  attained  in  the  University.  He  became  his 
father’s  assistant  as  curate  in  his  birthplace,  the  Parish  of 
Fairford  in  Elampshire,  not  a  position  which  gave  his  ad¬ 
versaries  much  opportunity  to  persecute  him.  It  was  not 
sufficiently  prominent. 

"His  Christian  Year  was  first  published  anonymously, 
and  its  authorship  only  gradually  leaked  out.  It  ran  through 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  editions  within  forty-five  years 
after  its  first  publication  in  1827.  It  was  recognized  imme¬ 
diately  as  pervaded  with  a  remarkable  tone  of  religious 
feeling;  at  once  deep,  pure  and  tender.  Later,  he  had  a 
parish  at  Hursley  which  gave  the  name  to  the  tune  we 
associate  with  his  hymn  'Sun  of  my  Soul.’ 

"Such  were  typical  leaders  of  the  Oxford  or  Tractarian 
Movement  who  were  revivifying  the  Church  of  England, 
striving  to  bring  back  after  long  years  of  apathy  and  per¬ 
verted  views,  her  memory  of  her  rightful  heritage,  and  by 
the  Grace  of  God  leading  her  again  to  a  knowledge  of  those 
blessings  to  which  she  was  entitled. 

"This  movement,  which  began  only  a  few  years  before 
the  founding  of  our  parish,  became  known  in  this  country 
and  was  a  matter  of  great  concern,  especially  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  which  had  been  largely  settled  by  Puritans  and  the 
descendants  of  those  who  were  responsible  for  the  extrava¬ 
gances  of  the  Reformation.  Here  they  figured  mainly  as 
Congregationalists  who  as  individuals  claimed  the  right  to 
choose  and  ordain  the  ministers  of  their  congregations  and 
consistently  threw  off  all  form  and  ceremonial  in  their 
services.  Neither  in  England  nor  in  this  country  did  the 
Puritan  atmosphere  fail  to  have  its  influence.  As  a  rule, 
those  who  were  of  Church  ancestry  and  upbringing  did 
stay  within  her  fold  with  a  loyalty  which  must  have  been 
Heaven-sent — although  very  often  without  much  under- 
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standing  of  her  true  nature;  but  the  violent  condemnation, 
even  ridicule,  of  anything  that  one  might  call  worshipping 
by  outward  acts,  anything  that  magnified  the  emotional 
side  of  worship  as  against  the  alleged  purely  intellectual, 
and  recognition  of  the  supernatural  in  religion — all  this 
affected  the  thought  and  the  actions  of  the  unenlightened, 
the  timid  and  the  lukewarm,  of  whom,  alas !  there  are  many 
in  all  groups  of  Christians.  Our  churches  were  closed  from 
Sunday  to  Sunday,  and,  as  places  for  private  devotion, 
were  unknown.  Communion  service  came  not  oftener  than 
once  a  month,  at  noon!  Saints  days  were  ignored.  The 
music  was  made  at  stated  times  in  the  service  by  four  paid 
singers,  more  as  diversifications  than  as  acts  of  worship. 
Responses  were  inaudible.  Children  were  taught  practically 
nothing  about  their  Church,  nor  were  they  as  a  rule  ex¬ 
amined  in  the  catechism  'openly  in  the  Church’  as  required 
by  the  rubric.  Parishes  were  supported  by  pew  rents  and 
the  poor  were  not  made  welcome.  These  things,  and  others 
that  seem  strange  for  people  with  the  Prayer  Book  in  their 
hands,  were  so,  hereabouts,  even  in  the  ’60’ s  and  much 
later;  but  the  seed  had  been  sown  for  better  things — and 
with  that  sowing  we  have  now  to  deal.  .  .  . 

'‘The  story  of  the  conception  of  our  parish  is  best  told 
in  the  language  of  a  statement  prepared  and  signed  many 
years  ago  by  a  man  who  in  his  search  for  the  Truth  first 
suggested  the  formation  of  this  parish — strangely  enough 
up  to  that  time  not  a  Churchman  but  a  Congregationalist. 

.  .  .  Dr.  Richard  H.  Salter  was  a  thoughtful  man  living 
in  a  thoughtful  and  religious  atmosphere. 

"In  1894,  at  the  fiftieth  anniversary,  there  was  published 
a  Sketch  of  the  parish.  The  portion  relating  to  its  early 
history  was  written  by  Dr.  F.  E.  Oliver,  at  that  time  a 
member  of  the  Corporation,  but  associated  with  the  parish 
from  its  foundation  and  for  some  years  a  member  of  its 
first  choir,  a  volunteer  quartette  made  up  of  members  of 
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the  congregation.  Having  known  Dr.  Salter  for  many 
years,  he  secured  from  him  in  1890  a  statement  which  was 
written  and  dated  by  his  wife  and  signed  by  him,  a  portion 
of  which  was  printed  in  the  Sketch 


With  Dr.  Salter’s  statement,  which  was  dated  May,  1890, 
begins  the  history  of  the  Parish  of  the  Advent  recorded  in 
the  following  pages. 


The  History  of  the  Parish 

1844-1851 


ONE  evening,  late  in  the  autumn  of  1843,  a  gentleman 
then  living  in  Bowdoin  Street,  dissatisfied  with  the 
condition  of  the  Congregational  body  of  which  he  had  long 
been  a  member,  and  who  had  been  drawn  to  consider  the 
claims  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  conceived  the  idea  of  form¬ 
ing  a  new  Church  parish  in  the  city  of  Boston.  In  his  own 
words :  “Being  discontented  with  my  religious  position,  my 
thoughts  had  turned  in  the  direction  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  I  was,  however,  a  close  guardian  of  these  thoughts 
and  of  the  plans  and  ideas  they  suggested”  until  the  evening 
above  mentioned,  when  “I  went  into  the  office  of  a  friend 
and  neighbor,*  and,  finding  him  alone,  said  rather  abruptly, 
‘Doctor,  what  should  you  think  of  forming  a  new  Episcopal 
church?’  He  looked  surprised,  and  had  no  ready  reply.  I 
then  said  to  him  that  I  wanted  to  talk  with  him  about  mat¬ 
ters  relating  to  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  at  once  a 
cordial  and  interested  listener.  I  told  him  frankly  I  had  for 
a  long  time  been  thinking  deeply  on  the  subject.  I  had 
hitherto  spoken  to  no  one,  and  I  spoke  now  because  circum¬ 
stances  were  such  that  I  wished  to  change  my  present  posi¬ 
tion.  I  had  tried  the  Episcopal  churches  of  Boston,  and 
found  them,  as  conducted,  little  or  no  better  than  the  Con¬ 
gregational.  I  did  not  like  them.  They  had  the  Prayer- 
book,  but  hardly  its  spirit;  and  they  did  not  follow  its 
principles.  The  doctor  here  replied,  T  agree  with  you.'  I 
added:  ‘I  have  come  to  talk  with  you  on  this  matter.  You 
are  an  Episcopalian,  and  will  understand  me,  and  will  know 

*  Dr.  William  Edward  Coale. 
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whether  it  would  be  possible  to  get  together  a  sufficient 
number  of  Churchmen  to  support  a  new  church.’  ” 

A  few  days  later  the  two  gentlemen  above  mentioned, 
with  two  others,  met  to  discuss  the  proposed  plan,  which 
was  that  a  church  be  formed  in  the  spirit  and  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, — a  church 
supported  by  the  free-will  offerings  of  the  worshippers, 
with  free  seats,  where  rich  and  poor  might  meet  alike,  with¬ 
out  distinction,  for  worship;  and  where  provision  should 
be  made  for  daily  as  well  as  weekly  services.  It  was  sug¬ 
gested  that  Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck  might  be  interested  in 
the  movement,  and  would  perhaps  be  willing,  should  he  like 
the  plan,  to  assist  it  financially.  These  gentlemen  continued 
to  meet  and  discuss  the  proposed  plan;  and  Dr.  Shattuck, 
having  been  consulted,  joined  with  them,  and  showed  much 
interest  in  the  undertaking. 

The  character  of  this  new  enterprise  may  be  judged  from 
the  earnest  desire  of  its  originators  for  a  wider  dissemina¬ 
tion  of  Catholic  truth  and  the  opening  of  the  way  for  its 
more  frequent  hearing  by  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men 
through  the  establishment  of  a  church  having  free  seats. 
Moreover,  they  hoped  for  a  stricter  adherence  on  the  part 
of  the  clergy  and  laity  alike  to  the  principles  which  form 
the  basis  of  our  Holy  Religion. 

Before  many  months  had  elapsed  the  plan  assumed  a 
definite  shape.  On  the  10th  of  September,  1844,  a  meeting 
of  several  gentlemen  interested  in  the  project  was  held  in 
the  Sunday-school  room  of  Grace  Church,  at  which  the 
whole  subject  was  discussed;  and  it  was  finally  agreed  that 
a  request,  signed  by  seven  qualified  voters,*  should  be  made 
for  the  call  of  a  legal  meeting  for  the  purposes  of  organiza¬ 
tion.  Accordingly,  a  warrant  was  issued  by  John  Codman, 

*  The  signers  were  Charles  P.  Gordon,  Robert  M.  Copeland,  Rich¬ 
ard  H.  Dana,  Jr.,  Theodore  Metcalf,  Dr.  W.  E.  Coale,  Dr.  Richard 
H.  Salter,  and  Charles  R.  Bond. 
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Esq. ;  and  four  days  later,  on  the  14th  of  September,  a 
meeting"  was  held  at  the  house  of  Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck, 
on  Cambridge  Street,  and  an  organization  effected.  At  this 
meeting,  at  which  twelve  members  were  present,  committees 
were  appointed  to  prepare  a  constitution  and  to  procure  a 
place  of  worship.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  held  on  the 
24th  of  September  a  constitution  was  reported  and  adopted, 
the  object  of  the  organization,  as  set  forth  in  the  first  arti¬ 
cle,  being  “to  secure  to  a  portion  of  the  city  of  Boston  the 
ministrations  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church ;  and  more  espe¬ 
cially  to  secure  the  same  to  the  poor  and  needy  in  a  manner 
free  from  unnecessary  expense  and  all  ungracious  circum¬ 
stances.”  In  the  second  article  it  was  provided  that  the 
corporation  should  consist  of  the  rector  of  the  parish,  ex 
officio,  the  assistant  rector, — should  there  be  one, — and  the 
following  persons  and  their  successors :  William  Foster 
Otis,  Robert  M.  Copeland,  Richard  H.  Salter,  T.  M.  J. 
Dehon,  William  E.  Coale,  John  Codman,  Richard  H.  Dana, 
Richard  H.  Dana,  Jr.,  Robert  Farley,  George  C.  Shattuck, 
Jr.,  William  J.  Dale,  Theodore  Metcalf,  Charles  R.  Bond, 
Charles  P.  Gordon,  Henry  Burroughs,  Thomas  D.  Morris, 
J.  H.  Adams,  Jr.,  I.  C.  Bates  and  Theron  Metcalf;  and  it 
was  also  provided  that  the  corporation  should  consist  of 
not  less  than  twelve  nor  more  than  twenty  members,  and 
should  fill  all  vacancies  in  its  number.  At  this  meeting  it 
was  also  reported  that  a  place  of  worship  could  be  had  at 
the  corner  of  Lowell  and  Causeway  Streets  in  a  building 
then  being  erected.1  As  it  was  understood  that  this  hall 
could  not  be  completed  in  time  for  the  first  service,  which 
was  to  take  place  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent,  a  room 
was  leased  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  John  P.  Tarbell,  from 
Mr.  Trull,  in  a  building  numbered  13  Merrimac  Street, 
until  the  hall  was  ready  for  use. 

1  [The  rental  asked,  $500,  per  annum,  was  at  first  considered  ex¬ 
orbitant ;  but  on  November  6,  1844,  it  was  reported  that  the  lease  had 
been  signed.] 
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The  most  important  question,  after  all,  was  who  should 
lead  the  new  parish  as  its  rector.  Until  this  meeting  the 
matter  was  not  formally  discussed.  Many  who  were  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  movement  had  known  the  Rev.  William  Cros- 


Doctor  Croswell 


well,  formerly  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Boston ;  and,  when 
his  name  was  suggested,  he  was  at  once  unanimously  chosen 
to  be  the  rector  of  the  church  to  be  called  the  “Church  of 
the  Blessed  Advent.”  Mr.  Croswell  was  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Harry  Croswell,  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  New  Haven. 
Soon  after  his  ordination  he  had  accepted  the  assistant  rec¬ 
torship  of  Christ  Church  in  Boston ;  and  on  the  resignation 
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of  the  rector,  not  long  after,  in  May,  1829,  he  was  called 
to  the  rectorship,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  31st 
of  that  month,  as  he  expressed  it,  “in  weakness,  and  in  fear 
and  in  much  trembling/’  For  eleven  years  he  remained  at 
Christ  Church,  resigning  in  the  summer  of  1840,  to  the 
great  regret  of  his  many  parishioners.  He  had  already 
accepted  the  rectorship  of  St.  Peter’s,  Auburn,  N.  Y. ;  and 
there  he  continued  until  his  call  to  Boston,  a  period  of  four 
years.  His  previous  career  in  Boston  had  brought  him 
many  friends;  for  he  was  a  man  of  the  highest  culture,  and 
of  a  deeply  religious  nature.  He  was  firm  in  his  belief,  but 
genial  and  courteous,  with  all  those  qualities  which  distin¬ 
guish  a  Christian  gentleman.  Certainly,  as  it  proved,  no 
one  could  have  been  selected  better  fitted  for  the  position 
he  was  called  upon  to  fill. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  parish  held  on  St.  Luke’s  Day  a 
letter  was  read  from  the  rector-elect,  accepting  the  rector¬ 
ship  of  the  parish;  and  at  the  same  meeting  Mr.  Richard 
H.  Dana,  Sr.,  accepted  the  office  of  senior  warden,  and 
Mr.  Charles  P.  Gordon  was  elected  junior  warden.  Soon 
it  was  announced  that  a  contract  had  been  made  for  the 
hall  on  the  corner  of  Lowell  and  Causeway  Streets,  so  that 
the  preparations  were  now  nearly  completed  for  the  open¬ 
ing  services. 

Ten  years  had  now  elapsed  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Catholic  revival  in  the  Anglican  Church;  and  it  was 
natural  that  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  parish  on  a 
strictly  churchly  basis,  with  free  seats  for  rich  and  poor 
alike,  and  dependent  for  its  support  upon  the  voluntary 
offerings  of  the  worshippers,  the  influence  of  that  move¬ 
ment,  both  in  its  ritual  and  teaching,  should  be  felt  and 
recognized.  With  a  corporation  self-perpetuating,  and 
hence  independent  of  the  fluctuations  and  uncertainties  to 
which  most  parishes,  with  their  ever-changing  congrega¬ 
tions  are  always  open,  a  more  Catholic  standard  than  that 
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to  which  the  Church  in  Massachusetts  had  been  accustomed 
hitherto  could  be  more  easily  maintained.  The  time  seemed 
to  have  come  to  throw  off  the  shackles  that  had  bound  her 
for  so  many  years  to  Puritan  tradition,  and  to  reaffirm,  by 
a  more  distinctive  teaching  and  ritual,  the  Catholic  doctrines 
always  held  by  the  Anglican  Church.  Such  was  the  desire 
both  of  the  parish  and  its  rector. 

A  few  days  before  the  opening  services  of  the  new  parish 
the  following  printed  card  had  been  circulated,  notifying 
the  public  of  the  character  of  the  proposed  enterprise: — 

The  Church  of  the  Advent 

Has  been  recently  organized  and  incorporated  with  a  view  to  se¬ 
cure  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  north-western  portion  of  the  City 
of  Boston  2  the  ministrations  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
and  more  especially  to  secure  the  same  to  the  poor  and  needy,  in 
a  manner  free  from  unnecessary  expense  and  all  ungracious  .cir¬ 
cumstances. 

A  convenient  place  of  worship  is  about  to  be  provided  in  the 
building  now  in  course  of  erection  on  the  corner  of  Lowell  and 
Causeway  Streets. 

Until  this  building  is  completed,  temporary  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  holding  divine  service  in  an  '‘upper  room”  at  No.  13 
Merrimac  Street,  within  a  few  doors  of  Causeway  Street,  to  com¬ 
mence  on  Advent  Sunday,  the  first  day  in  December. 

The  sittings  will  be  free  to  all.  Permanent  seats,  however,  will 
be  appropriated  to  those  who  signify  their  intention  to  become 
constant  occupants. 

The  Church  will  be  supported,  as  all  churches  were  formerly 
wont  to  be,  by  the  voluntary  oblations  of  the  worshippers.  In 
accordance  with  the  precepts  of  God’s  word,  and  the  order  of  His 

2  [The  Episcopal  churches  in  Boston  were  Christ  Church,  in  Salem 
Street  (1723)  ;  Trinity  Church,  Summer  Street  (1734)  ;  St.  Paul’s, 
Tremont  Street  (1820),  and  Grace  Church,  Temple  Street  (1830). 
The  latter  parish  was  dissolved  and  the  church  building  sold  in  1865 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  congregation  who  had  been  worshipping 
in  a  church  on  North  Russell  Street  since  1827.  The  Church  of  the 
Messiah  was  organized  in  1843,  but  services  were  held  in  a  hall  on  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Common  Streets  until  1848,  when  the 
parish  moved  to  Florence  Street.] 
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Church,  opportunity  will  be  afforded  for  each  individual,  whether 
young  or  old,  to  “offer  his  gift  upon  the  Altar”  in  that  part  of 
divine  service  which  is  called  “the  offertory.”  “Everyman  ac¬ 
cording  as  he  is  disposed  in  his  heart,  not  grudgingly  or  of  neces¬ 
sity,  for  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver.” 

A  prominent  object,  in  addition  to  the, usual  offices  of  worship, 
will  be  the  thorough  catechetical  training  of  the  children  in  the 
principles  and  practice  of  Christ’s  religion,  as  set  forth  in  the 
Book  of  Common,  Prayer. 

The  Co-operation  of  all  who  are  disposed  to  take  a  part  in  this 
good  work  is  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited. 

For  further  information,  apply  to  the  rector,  the  Rev.  W.  Cros- 
well,  7  Crescent  Place,  or  to  either  of  the  following  gentlemen : 
R.  H.  Dana,  Senior  Warden;  C.  P.  Gordon,  Junior  Warden; 
R.  M.  Copeland,  Theodore  Metcalf,  T.  J.  M.  Dehon,  T.  D.  Morris, 
W.  E.  Coale,  R.  H.  Dana,  Jr.,  R.  H.  Salter,  C.  R.  Bond,  Vestry¬ 
men. 

The  Rector  will  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  attend  to  any  of 
the  duties  of  his  calling,  public  or  private ;  especially  those  con¬ 
nected  with  the  offices  for  the  Visitation  and  Communion  of  the 
Sick,  the  Burial  of  the  Dead,  &c. 

In  accordance  with  this  announcement,  on  the  first  Sun¬ 
day  in  Advent,  which  occurred  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
1844,  the  first  services  of  the  new  parish  were  held  at  13 
Merrimac  Street ;  and  although  the  day  was  “rather  unpro- 
pitious  without,’’  as  Dr.  Croswell  expressed  it  in  a  letter 
to  his  father,  “the  King’s  daughter  was  all  glorious  within.” 
“Our  loft,”  he  adds,  “was  crowded  all  day  and  evening  with 
a  congregation  that  seemed  much  gratified  and  most  hopeful 
for  the  future  of  the  new  parish.”  In  a  letter  written  a 
week  later  he  writes  that  “our  loft  is  full  to  overflowing. 
Yesterday  afternoon  troops  of  people  went  away  for  scar¬ 
city  of  room,  and  many  remained  standing  during  the  whole 
service.  Some  sat  round  the  footsteps  of  the  Altar.  At 
present  we  have  three  services  a  day.”  So  in  this  plain  and 
humble  apartment  the  services  continued,  the  congregation 


THE  YEARS  1844-1851 


13 


growing  in  number,  and  including  “some  of  the  best  and 
most  influential  minds  in  the  Church  in  the  city.” 

It  was  but  natural  that,  in  a  movement  like  this,  much 
opposition  should  be  encountered.  So  sudden  and  so  decided 
a  departure  from  the  established  modes  of  worship  in 
Massachusetts  must  necessarily  have  led  to  much  comment 
and  not  a  little  feeling.  Such  as  attempted  to  follow  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  Prayer-book  were  in  those  days 
reproachfully  called  Puseyites.  Ridicule  was  one  of  the 
weapons  employed  to  counteract  influences  which  it  was 
fancied  by  the  uninformed  must  have  emanated  from  the 
papal  see.  But  controversy  was  entirely  avoided  on  the  part 
of  the  priest  and  parish,  and  all  went  quietly  on.  The  fasts 
and  feasts  were  observed  as  they  had  not  before  been  since 
the  days  of  Ratcliff e ;  and  during  Lent,  the  rector  says  in  a 
letter  to  his  father,  the  services  were  most  solemn  and  im¬ 
pressive.  On  Good  Friday  he  writes  that  the  altar,  as  he 
remembered  in  his  youth  in  New  Haven,  “was  in  black,  the 
music  full  of  pathos,  and  melted  all  hearts  to  tears.” 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  parish  in  this  early  period  of 
its  existence.  At  the  close  of  its  six  months  in  Merrimac 
Street  there  were  about  seventy  communicants,  and  all  the 
worshippers  had  become  thoroughly  united  and  at  one  with 
the  rector  in  the  desire  for  a  more  dignified  and  appropriate 
ritual.  A  higher  standard  of  church  music  seems  to  have 
been  one  aim  from  the  outset.  The  voluntary  choir  of  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  ladies  were  much  interested  in  furthering  the 
wishes  of  the  rector.  The  psalms  and  canticles  were  sung 
to  the  simple  Gregorian  melodies  so  peculiarly  adapted  for 
the  purpose,  the  metrical  psalms  soon  giving  place  to  the 
prose  translation  of  the  Prayer-book ;  and  the  music  became 
very  soon  one  of  the  attractive  features  of  the  service, 
rather  from  its  ecclesiastical  character  than  from  any  espe¬ 
cial  merit  on  the  part  of  the  singers. 
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On  the  first  day  of  June,  1845,"  the  parish  held  its  first 
services  in  the  new  hall  on  the  corner  of  Lowell  and  Cause¬ 
way  Streets,  which  had  been  expressly  arranged  for  it  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  late  Dr.  Coale,  one  of  its  vestry- 


The  Corner  of  Lowell  and  Causeway  Streets 

Here  the  Sunday  and  daily  services  of  the  Church  of  the  Ad¬ 
vent  were  held  from  1845  to  1847. 


men.  The  room  was  commodious,  one  well  adapted  to  the 
ritual  of  the  Church,  and  capable  of  seating  not  far  from 
three  hundred  persons.  The  altar,  which  was  at  the  east 
end  of  the  hall,  was  plainly  draped,  and  surmounted  by  a 
large  gilded  cross.  Upon  it  were  four  gilded  candlesticks, 

8  [The  records  indicate  that  as  the  hall  was  not  ready  for  occu¬ 
pancy  on  June  1st  it  was  necessary  to  postpone  the  first  service  to  Sun¬ 
day,  June  15th.] 
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whose  candles  were  lighted  at  the  evening  services.  The 
chancel,  which  was  small  in  area,  was  enclosed  by  a  simple 
rail,  at  which  the  clergy  knelt  in  the  prayers.  There  was 
no  reading-desk,  but  a  plain  wooden  lectern,  at  which  the 
lessons  were  read  and  the  sermons  preached.  On  the  south 
side  of  the  chancel  sat  the  choir.  In  this  small  hall,  Sunday 
by  Sunday,  a  large  and  very  respectable  congregation  as¬ 
sembled  for  worship;  and  the  responses  were  most  hearty, 
and  the  services  solemn  and  inspiring. 

There  seems  to  have  been  at  this  time  a  growing  desire 
for  daily  morning  and  evening  prayer.  “Many  of  the 
parish/’  says  the  rector  in  a  letter,  “are  impatient  for  the 
commencement  of  daily  service.”  “I  am  not  sure,”  he  adds, 
“that  it  will  not  be  the  first  attempt  to  revive  the  week-day 
service  in  this  city  since  the  year  1686,  when,  at  the  second 
meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  it 
was  'agreed  that  the  prayers  of  the  Church  be  said  every 
Wednesday  and  Friday  of  the  year,  in  the  summer  season 
to  begin  at  seven  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  and  in  the 
winter  season  at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon.’  ” 

It  was  on  the  first  day  of  September,  just  three  months 
after  the  parish  had  removed  to  its  new  place  of  worship, 
that  the  daily  service  was  commenced  for  the  first  time  in 
Boston;  “at  the  ancient  hour  of  prayer,  being  the  third 
hour,”  *  as  the  rector  expressed  it,  “or,  according  to  our 
present  horology,  nine  o’clock.”  f  “The  morning  was  bright 


*  All  will  remember  his  beautiful  lines,  which  are  at  once  suggested 
by  this  remark :  — 


O  Saviour,  I  would  spend  the  hours 
Canonical  with  Thee, 

As  tolls  the  clock  from  yonder  towers, 
At  nine,  and  twelve,  and  three; 

At  primes,  and  lauds,  and  matin  bell, 
And  compline,  rise  and  pray, 

And  tell  my  blessed  rosary 
At  the  decline  of  day. 


“At  vespers,  and  at  nocturns  late, 
When  suns  have  ceased  to  shine, 
On  my  devotion’s  dial-plate 
Still  shed  Thy  light  divine; 
And,  as  the  holy  vigil  yields 
In  turn  to  holy  dream, 

Oh,  let  my  Saviour  be  through  all 
My  glory  and  my  theme.” 


f  When  the  rector  was  asked  at  a  vestry  meeting,  “what  time  he 
proposed  for  morning  and  evening  service,”  he  replied,  “The  hours 
of  nine  and  six,  being  canonical  hours.” 
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and  auspicious,  and  there  was  an  encouraging  attendance.” 
The  rector  seems  to  have  had  little  doubt  of  his  having 
ample  strength,  with  the  occasional  assistance  of  other 
clergy,  to  carry  on  these  additional  services.  He  writes,  a 
few  weeks  later,  that  the  “daily  service  goes  on  quietly 
through  sunshine  and  storm  alike,  and  with  little  deviation 
in  the  attendance.”  To  aid  in  the  more  frequent  services 
of  the  parish,  the  Rev.  F.  W.  I.  Pollard,  formerly  of  Nan¬ 
tucket,  was  appointed  the  assistant  minister  of  the  parish; 
and  everything  seemed  to  betoken  a  prosperous  future. 

An  incident  soon  occurred,  however,  that  led  to  much 
bitterness  of  feeling,  and  to  an  interruption  of  the  pleasant 
relations  that  had  hitherto  existed  between  the  parish  and 
the  bishop.4  There  had  been  from  the  first  a  consciousness 
on  the  part  of  the  rector  that  the  bishop  was  not  heartily  in 
sympathy  with  him  in  his  work.  On  the  presentation  of 
his  letters  dimissory  from  Bishop  DeLancey,  he  seems  to 
have  been  treated  with  bare  courtesy.  “He  is  civil,”  wrote 
Mr.  Croswell,  “and  I  ask  and  expect  nothing  more.” 
Brought  up  in  the  Presbyterian  faith  and  not  having 
changed  his  views  since  his  boyhood,  as  he  said  to  a  brother 
bishop  not  very  long  before  his  death,  it  is  not  strange  that 
Bishop  Eastburn  should  have  looked  with  a  doubtful  eye 
upon  the  new  church  enterprise,  especially  as  the  lay  control 
of  the  parish  was  in  the  hands  of  a  close  corporation,  the 
church  being  without  pews,  and  hence  individual  ownership 
being  impossible.  But  no  decided  expression  or  action  on 
the  part  of  the  bishop  was  manifested  until  his  first  visita¬ 
tion,  which  took  place  on  the  evening  of  the  Sunday  before 

4  [Bishop  Griswold,  whose  see  (The  Eastern  Diocese)  in  1843 
included  the  dioceses  of  Massachusetts,  Maine,  and  Rhode  Island, 
died  Feb.  15,  1843.  After  the  death  of  Bishop  Griswold,  Maine  and 
Rhode  Island  became  independent  dioceses.  In  1842  the  Rev.  Manton 
Eastburn,  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  Boston,  had  been  consecrated 
Coadjutor  Bishop  of  Massachusetts;  upon  the  death  of  Bishop  Gris¬ 
wold  he  succeeded  to  the  see,  remaining  rector  of  Trinity  Church, 
however,  until  1868.] 
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Advent,  1845.  In  a  letter  of  the  rector  dated  November  25 
he  writes :  “Our  place  of  worship  was  thronged,  the  music 
was  delightful,  the  congregation  manifesting  that  engaged¬ 
ness  in  the  worship  which  is  so  contagious,  and  distinguishes 
us  from  any  congregation  in  the  city.”  Seventeen  candi¬ 
dates  were  confirmed.  The  bishop’s  address  was  good,  but 
contained  nothing  distinctive,  and  no  recognition  of  what 
was  characteristic  in  the  rite.  The  bishop  was  noticed  to 
be  extremely  nervous  during  the  service,  and,  as  soon  as  it 
was  concluded,  returned  to  the  sacristy  with  the  other  clergy 
in  a  somewhat  excited  state,  and  at  once  proceeded,  as  the 
rector  described  the  scene,  to  deal  with  him  and  his  assist¬ 
ant  “in  the  spirit  of  one  who  was  about  to  lay  his  hands — 
I  had  almost  said  violent  hands — on  his  antagonist,  and  in 
a  manner  neither  creditable  nor  convincing.”  The  bishop’s 
main  objections  to  the  service  related  to  the  use  of  the  word 
“Saint”  except  as  applied  to  the  apostles,  to  the  fact  that 
the  clergy  knelt  with  their  faces  to  the  altar  instead  of 
kneeling  into  their  chairs,  and  to  certain  other  things  which 
appeared  to  him  to  savor  of  superstition.  The  conversation 
which  ensued,  though  brief,  had,  to  use  Dr.  Croswell’s 
words,  “turned  our  joy  into  heaviness.” 

The  scene  was  one  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  seems  to 
have  been  the  first  step  in  a  series  of  measures  hostile  to 
the  interests  of  the  new  parish  and  its  rector.  The  imputa¬ 
tions  of  the  diocesan  were,  however,  respectfully  and  stead¬ 
ily  repelled;  and  nothing  else  was  heard  from  him  until  a 
few  days  later,  when  a  pastoral  letter  appeared  in  his  official 
organ,  the  Christian  Witness,  containing  a  direct  attack 
upon  the  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent,  and  on  his 
mode  of  conducting  divine  service.  The  bishop  alluded  es¬ 
pecially  to  the  form  of  the  communion  table,  “fitted  up,” 
as  he  expressed  it,  “like  a  Romish  altar,”  the  golden  candle¬ 
sticks,  the  large  wooden  cross  that  surmounted  the  altar  and 
the  postures  assumed  by  the  officiating  clergy  in  the  services 
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of  the  Church.  He  expressed  his  unqualified  condemnation 
of  certain  practices,  which  he  regarded  as  puerile  and  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  souls  of  those  who  witnessed  them,  and  as 
bringing  contempt  and  ridicule  “from  all  sensible  and  en¬ 
lightened  persons  of  other  Christian  bodies.” 

This  unjust  and  uncalled-for  aspersion  upon  the  character 
of  one  of  his  own  clergy  naturally  caused  much  excitement 
and  feeling  in  the  parish  and  in  the  community  at  large, 
it  seeming  like  an  appeal  to  the  public  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  hostility  to  the  new  enterprise. 

A  meeting  of  the  wardens  and  vestry  was  at  once  called, 
at  which  resolutions  were  passed  expressive  of  surprise  and 
regret  at  the  course  pursued  by  the  bishop,  and  vindicating 
the  rector  and  the  parish  in  all  that  related  to  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  chapel  and  its  modes  of  worship.5  They  also 

5  [December  5,  1845.  At  a  second  meeting  held  three  days  later, 
further  resolutions  were  passed,  which  so  well  express  the  sentiment 
of  the  Parish  and  the  loyalty  to  its  rector  that  they  should  here  be 
recorded : 

“Resolved,  That  we  regard  Episcopal  visitation  for  confirmation 
and  other  purposes  as  one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  Christian 
Church,  a  right  valuable  both  to  the  Rector  and  to  the  People,  and 
intended  to  be  secured  by  the  legislation  of  our  Church — That  we  learn 
with  regret  the  determination  of  the  Bishop  to  withhold  the  privilege 
from  us  on  account  of  the  arrangements  of  our  Chapel  and  the  mode 
of  conducting  worship  there. 

“Resolved,  That  we  have  examined  the  Bishop’s  circular  letter  of 
December  5th,  1845,  as  well  as  his  late  letter  to  our  Rector,  and  have 
carefully  considered  the  arrangements  of  our  Chapel  and  can  discover 
nothing  in  which  we  violated  any  established  laws  or  any  uniform, 
recognized  and  obligatory  usage  of  the  Church.  That  we  have  endeav¬ 
ored  with  such  light  as  we  could  obtain,  to  carry  out  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  Ritual  in  a  manner  plain,  simple,  and  suited  to  the  size 
and  character  of  our  place  of  worship.  And  wherever  these  arrange¬ 
ments  vary  from  such  as  we  suppose  the  Bishop  would  give  prefer¬ 
ence  to,  it  is  on  points  where  there  is  no  established  rule,  but  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  diversity  of  opinion  and  practice  in  the  Church,  and  in 
which  we  have  the  example  of  numerous  parishes,  supported  by  the 
highest  authorities.  We,  therefore,  under  the  circumstances,  protest 
against  the  resort  to  public  censure  and  cutting  off  from  privileges 
intended  to  be  secured  to  us  by  the  Church. 

“Resolved,  That,  although  so  much  of  the  Bishop’s  letter  as  re- 
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recorded  a  solemn  protest  against  the  public  manner  in 
which  the  rector  had  been  denounced  as  “perilling  the  souls 
of  his  people/’  and  “exposing  the  Church  to  ridicule  and 
contempt/'  adverting  to  his  many  excellences,  his  untiring 
and  self-sacrificing  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  poor,  and  his 
dignity  and  simplicity  in  conducting  divine  service.  Cordial 
sympathy  was  also  expressed  with  him  in  his  efforts 
“towards  presenting  the  Church  in  its  entireness  before 
the  community"  by  the  establishment  of  daily  service,  the 
observance  of  holy  days,  the  regular  offertory,  the  use  of 
free  sittings,  the  introduction  of  simple  and  ancient  music, 
and  by  the  frequent  celebration  of  the  sacraments,  ordi¬ 
nances  and  offices.* * * * * 6 


lates  to  the  mode  of  conducting  Divine  Worship  does  not  require  our 

consideration,  yet  we  take  this  opportunity  to  assure  our  Rector  of 

our  concurrence  with  him  as  to  the  course  he  has  taken  in  relation 

thereto,  explained  by  his  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  this  date,  which  he  has 
kindly  laid  before  us.  And  we  renew  the  expression  of  our  conviction 
that  the  whole  congregation  regard  with  increasing  interest  and  at¬ 
tachment  the  modes  of  worship  which  have  been  followed  in  the  Par¬ 
ish  from  the  beginning. 

“Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Rector,  to  be  sent,  if  he  thinks  proper,  to  the  Bishop.”] 

6  [“The  Parish  of  the  Advent  was  founded  in  1844,  and  was  in¬ 
tended  from  the  beginning  to  be  a  mission  church,  with  free  sittings, 
daily  services  and  the  full  use  of  the  prayer  book.  It  was  something 
of  a  novelty  in  those  days  to  bring  out  the  full  teachings  of  what  is 
commonly  called  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  when  Dr.  William  Cros- 
well,  the  first  rector  of  the  Parish,  whose  saintly  life  made  a  deep 
impression  on  Boston  people,  and  whose  poems  are  found  in  every 
choice  collection  of  religious  poetry,  restored,  coeval  with  the  first 
service  of  the  new  parish,  held  at  no.  13  Merrimac  Street,  on  Advent 
Sunday,  Dec.  1,  1844,  the  old  church  system  of  free  sittings,  the 
weekly  offertory,  the  daily  service,  frequent  communions,  the  choral 
renderings  of  the  offices,  the  preaching  in  the  surplice,  the  eastward 
position  of  the  priest  at  the  celebration,  and  the  cross  and  lights  as 
symbolical  ornaments  of  the  altar,  many  people  beside  Bishop  East- 
burn  made  the  mistake  of  saying  that  this  new  parochial  organization 
was  intended  for  something  more  than  the  full  restoration  of  what 
belonged  to  the  Prayer  Book  service.  It  has  happened  partly  for  this 
reason  and  partly  from  the  fact  that  the  Church  of  the  Advent  was 
the  first  parish  in  New  England  to  insist  that  the  Episcopalian  services 
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Of  course,  so  gross  and  public  an  attack  upon  one  every¬ 
where  held  in  the  highest  esteem  could  not  pass  unnoticed ; 
and  most  reluctantly  did  the  rector  enter  upon  his  own 
defence.  In  his  reply  to  his  diocesan  he  remarked  upon  the 
great  injustice  done  him,  dwelling  at  some  length  upon  the 
solemn  character  of  the  work  he  had  undertaken,  the  zeal 
of  those  interested  in  the  enterprise,  the  simplicity  of  the 
arrangement  in  the  chapel,  and  of  the  general  order  of 
divine  worship.  “We  have  knelt,”  he  said,  “devoutly  before 
and  with  our  people  towards  God’s  most  holy  place,  that 
they  also  might  learn  to  kneel  after  our  example.  The  effect 
has  been  all  that  we  hoped  for.  The  flame  has  spread  from 
heart  to  heart.  The  cold  silence  and  wandering  looks,  the 
carelessness  and  apathy,  which  are  subjects  of  complaint 
in  so  many  places  of  worship,  have  disappeared  before  it. 
Many  who  have  come  without  religious  sympathy  we  have 
reason  to  know  have  been  joined  together  with  us  in  a  new 
bond  of  Christian  union.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  expres¬ 
sion  of  'ridicule  and  contempt’  to  which  you  allude  has  not 
been  known  among  us,  though  doubtless  some  'who  came 
to  scoff  have  remained  to  pray.'  ”  In  allusion  to  the  cross, 
which  the  bishop  refers  to  in  his  letter,  as  one  of  “the 
offensive  innovations”  that  gave  him  “inexpressible  grief 
and  pain,”  Mr.  Croswell  said:  “I  cannot  bring  myself  to 
say  one  word  in  answer  to  your  objection.  I  am  happy  to 
confess  that  I  am  'childish  and  puerile’  enough  to  love  and 
rejoice  to  have  that  precious  symbol  presented  to  the  eye 
in  all  holy  places, — of  all  symbols  the  most  speaking  and 
most  touching,  proclaiming  Christ  crucified,  the  Alpha  and 

should  be  represented  in  their  proper  character,  that  this  parish 
has  always  had  an  important  part  to  play  within  the  Episcopal  body, 
hardly  less  so  in  Bishop  Eastburn’s  day  than  in  our  own.  In  the  days 
of  church  party,  it  stood  as  distinctly  on  one  side  of  the  ecclesiastical 
fence  as  the  evangelical  bishop  did  on  the  other.  .  .  (From  an  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  Boston  Herald ,  Jan.  29,  1881,  possibly  written  by  Mr. 
Erving  Winslow.)] 
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Omega  of  the  Church’s  existence.”  He  added  that  “there 
is  not  one  of  our  churches  in  the  city  which  is  not  open  to 
censure  on  similar  ground,”  and  instanced  Trinity  Church, 
the  bishop’s  own  church,  where,  as  he  pointedly  said,  “We 
miss  the  cross,  indeed,  but  the  mitre  is  not  excluded.”  He 
alluded  to  the  painting  of  the  Transfiguration  in  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  and  in  Grace  Church  to  the  cross  in  bold  relief 
on  the  shaft  of  the  baptismal  font,  intercepting  the  eye 
between  the  porch  and  the  altar.  He  expressed  extreme 
regret  that  he  was  compelled  to  a  public  defence  of  himself, 
but  no  other  course  seemed  open  to  him.  He  had  been  held 
up  by  his  bishop,  through  the  public  press,  as  a  presbyter 
unfaithful  to  his  vows,  one  who  had  not  hesitated  to  sacri¬ 
fice  to  an  inclination  towards  idolatrous  usages  and  super¬ 
stitious  puerilities  the  character  of  the  Church  and  the  souls 
of  his  people;  and  a  sense  of  justice,  as  well  as  his  own 
self-respect,  required  that  his  vindication  should  be  equally 
public. 

This  reply  to  the  attack  upon  himself  and  the  parish  was 
written  in  an  admirable  spirit.  Pointed  in  style,  yet  free 
from  all  bitterness,  it  elicited  much  comment,  and,  together 
with  the  bishop’s  letter,  aroused  the  deepest  interest  in 
every  portion  of  the  country.  Letters  poured  in  on  him  from 
all  directions.  In  a  letter  to  his  father  he  writes,  “I  could 
not  have  anticipated  such  a  burst  of  enthusiasm.”  Edition 
after  edition  of  the  correspondence  was  called  for,  until 
thousands  had  been  disposed  of ;  and  many  were  the  testi¬ 
monials  of  approbation  and  expressions  of  sympathy  on 
every  side.  The  religious  and  secular  press  also  became 
involved  in  the  controversy,  the  latter,  as  was  natural,  gen¬ 
erally  defending  the  bishop’s  course, — the  Puritan  party, 
both  within  and  without  the  Church,  inveighing  as  of  old 
against  rites  and  ceremonies.  But  the  rector  was  constantly 
cheered  by  letters  and  messages  complimenting  him  on  the 
spirit  and  manner  of  his  reply.  One  of  his  correspondents 
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wrote,  “I  am  delighted  with  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
treated  the  subject, — calm,  dignified,  and  consistent  with 
your  character  as  a  man  and  minister  of  God’s  Holy  Church, 
and  at  the  same  time  conclusive  in  argument  and  forcible 
in  appeal.”  Many  others  expressed  the  same  sentiment, 
while  all  cordially  approved  the  course  pursued  by  the  rector 
and  the  vestry. 

That  the  attitude  of  hostility  assumed  by  the  bishop  was 
not  due  to  any  sudden  impulse,  but  rather  to  a  profound 
dislike,  fostered  by  his  early  training  and  association,  to 
the  broad  Catholic  principles  that  underlay  the  formation 
of  the  new  parish  soon  became  more  than  ever  apparent. 
An  incident  occurred  about  this  time  that  showed  conclu¬ 
sively  the  bishop’s  feeling.  A  young  clergyman  had  been 
invited  to  preach  at  Trinity  Church  on  the  afternoon  of  a 
certain  Sunday  by  the  assistant  minister  of  that  parish. 
Having  officiated  at  the  Church  of  the  Advent  at  the  morn¬ 
ing  service,  he  went  to  Trinity  Church  to  fulfil  his  engage¬ 
ment  there.  The  bishop  asked  him  in  the  sacristy  where  he 
had  officiated  in  the  morning.  He  replied  at  the  Church  of 
the  Advent.  The  bishop  at  once  said  that  he  could  not 
preach  at  Trinity  Church,  and  the  reverend  gentleman 
immediately  withdrew.* 

As  the  time  approached  for  another  confirmation,  the 
rector  made  a  formal  request  that  the  bishop  would  appoint 

*  It  was  probably  with  reference  to  this  act  that  very  soon  after 
the  vestry  of  Trinity  Church  passed  two  resolutions  bearing  on  the 
conduct  of  the  diocesan  towards  his  clergy.  The  second  of  these  reso¬ 
lutions  contains  the  following  clause :  “The  proprietors  of  this  church 
do  not  recognize  nor  admit,  as  a  just  and  appropriate  means  of  ad¬ 
vancing  the  cause  of  true  religion,  the  principle  of  exclusion  from  the 
altar  or  the  pulpit  of  clergymen  of  regular  standing  in  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  and  otherwise  well  approved  for  piety,  learning, 
and  a  blameless  life,  and  conforming  to  the  settled  usages  and  forms 
of  worship  in  this  Church,  for  the  cause  of  theological  view's  or  opin¬ 
ions,  not  involving  a  case  of  ecclesiastical  censure  on  the  score  of  non¬ 
conformity  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  which  they  profess  to  be 
members.” 
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a  time  for  the  administration  of  that  rite.  The  bishop 
promptly  declined  to  visit  the  parish  unless  permanent  alter¬ 
ations  were  made  in  the  arrangement  of  the  chapel  and 
in  the  mode  of  conducting  divine  service.  Against  this 
arbitrary  act  the  rector  could  only  protest,  at  the  same  time 
declining  to  conform  to  the  bishop’s  suggestions.  To  aban¬ 
don  privately  the  observances  for  which  he  had  been  publicly 
censured  would  be  regarded  as  an  admission  of  the  char¬ 
acter  imputed  to  them,  as  well  as  of  the  legality  of  the  act 
of  censure.  The  bishop  having  declined  to  visit  the  church, 
the  confirmation  took  place  at  Trinity  Church  on  the  17th 
of  January,  1847.* 

It  was  toward  the  close  of  the  year  1846  that  a  move¬ 
ment  was  made  for  procuring  a  more  permanent  place  of 
worship.  The  present  hall  had  become  too  small  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  congregations,  and  the  street  had  become  so 
noisy  as  to  cause  a  serious  interruption  to  the  daily  services. 
The  subject  came  up  at  a  meeting  of  the  parish,  held  in 
November,  1846,  when  it  was  voted  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  consider  the  whole  subject,  and  take  steps  to 
raise  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  permanent 
House  of  Prayer  for  the  parish.  Later,  in  order  to  secure 
the  more  safe  and  convenient  management  of  such  fund, 
it  was  voted  that  this  fund  be  vested  in  the  hands  of  three 
trustees  under  covenant  with  the  corporation,  by  whom 
they  were  to  be  elected.  These  trustees  were  to  so  invest 
all  moneys  contributed  for  this  purpose  that  they  might 
accumulate  until  they  reached  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  a  suitable  lot  of  land. 
The  fund  might  then  be  used  for  building  a  church  under 
the  direction  of  the  corporation,  which,  when  finished, 
should  be  conveyed  to  the  parish,  “upon  such  conditions  as 
shall  forever  secure  it  to  be  free,  and  open  to  the  public 

*  A  full  account  of  the  controversy  is  given  in  the  Memoir  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Croswell,  by  his  father,  published  in  1853. 
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service  of  Almighty  God,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  according'  to  the  doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship  of 
that  portion  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church  known  as  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  United  States  of 
America.”  The  above  indenture  was  signed  on  the  first 
day  of  February,  18472 


The  Green  Street  Church  in  1847 


A  favorable  opportunity  very  soon  occurred  for  securing 
a  building*  far  better  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  parish  than 
the  hall  in  Causeway  Street.  A  meeting-house  situated  in 
Green  Street,8  in  which  the  late  Dr.  Jenks  had  for  many 

7  [The  three  trustees  elected  were  William  Foster  Otis,  Frederick 
H.  Stimpson,  and  Edmund  T.  Dana.] 

8  [Called  the  Green  Street  Church,  of  which  the  Rev.  William 
Jenks,  D.D.  was  pastor  from  1826  to  1844.  In  the  latter  year  the  con¬ 
gregation  united  with  the  Garden  Street  Society,  to  form  the  Messiah 
Church.  Before  the  purchase  of  the  chapel  in  Green  Street  was  de¬ 
cided  upon,  consideration  had  been  given  to  chapels  in  Chardon  Street 
and  Phillips  Place.] 
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years  officiated,  having  become  vacant,  was  offered  for  sale; 
and,  as  the  funds  already  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  were 
sufficient  for  the  purpose,  they  were  enabled  to  secure  it 
by  purchase.  It  was  a  substantial  structure  of  brick,  far 
from  ecclesiastical  in  appearance,  but,  after  undergoing 
the  needed  alterations,  not  ill-adapted  to  the  requirements  of 
the  parish,  being  capable  of  holding  not  far  from  six  hun¬ 
dred  persons. 

Of  course,  much  time  was  required  to  make  the  neces¬ 
sary  changes  in  the  new  chapel  to  fit  it  for  church  wor¬ 
ship  ; 9  and  it  was  not  until  late  in  the  autumn  that  they 
were  completed.  In  allusion  to  the  slow  progress  of  these 
alterations  Mr.  Croswell,  in  one  of  his  letters,  says :  “But 
what  they  accomplish  is  very  satisfactory;  and  I  think  we 
shall  have  as  churchlike  arrangements  of  the  altar  and 
furniture  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  city,  though  this  is  not 
saying  much.  There  will  be  a  hundred  pews,  or,  rather, 
open  seats,  on  the  floor;  for  we  have  discarded  the  doors 
and  cut  down  the  ends  to  a  scroll  elbow  piece, — a  vast 
improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  building*,  and  settling 
an  important  principle.  How  strange  the  spectacle  would 
be  in  our  eyes,  if  we  were  not  accustomed  to  it, — this  but¬ 
toning  in  of  families  on  the  floor  of  the  sacred  edifice,  each 
in  their  separate  pens 1” 

The  most  noticeable  changes  were,  perhaps,  about  the 
chancel.  The  old  mahogany  pulpit  was  transformed  into 
an  altar,  above  which  was  the  cross,*  that  rock  of  offence 

9  [The  parish  had  previously  voted  to  have  the  chancel  prepared 
“in  such  manner  as  the  Rector  shall  signify” ;  further,  that  a  cross 
should  surmount  or  replace  the  cupola,  and  that  the  pew  doors  should 
be  removed  and  the  pews  prepared  for  kneeling.] 

*  This  cross  retained  its  place  over  the  altar  until  1882,  when  it 
was  removed  by  the  Cowley  Fathers,  who  had  purchased  the  building 
on  Bowdoin  Street.  In  1890  it  was  placed  in  the  rector’s  room  at  the 
Church  of  the  Advent,  which  it  now  adorns.10 

10  [When,  a  little  later,  the  memorial  reredos  in  All  Saints  Chapel 
was  erected,  the  cross  was  enshrined  therein.] 
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from  the  first,  and  over  it  the  words,  “Lo!  I  come,”  “par¬ 
ticularly  significant,”  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Croswell,  “of 
that  event  to  the  commemoration  of  which,  as  past,  and  the 
preparation  for  which,  as  to  come,  the  church  is  especially 
consecrated.”  The  chancel  was  spacious,  with  only  the  altar 


Altar  and  Sanctuary  of  the  Green  Street  Church 


within  the  rail,  and  a  lectern  and  seats  for  the  clergy  with¬ 
out;  and  the  whole  interior,  as  viewed  from  the  main 
entrance,  was  impressive. 

The  first  service  was  held  in  the  new  edifice  on  the  28th 
of  November,  1847,  it  being  Advent  Sunday,  just  three 
years  after  the  first  service  in  Merrimac  Street.  The  rector 
was  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eaton  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Pollard,  and  preached  the  sermon.  The  congregation  was 
quite  large,  and  the  prospects  of  the  parish  seemed  more 
than  ever  encouraging. 

It  was,  perhaps,  natural  that  on  entering  upon  a  new  era 
in  its  history,  some  effort  should  be  made  to  bring  about, 
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if  possible,  a  more  friendly  feeling’  between  the  bishop  and 
the  parish;  and  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  the 
rector  to  his  father,  under  date  of  November  22,  shows 
that  such  an  effort  was  then  being  made.  “Last  week/’  he 
writes,  “five  of  the  clergy  *  called  on  me  in  a  body,  first  at 
our  house,  and  then  at  the  church.  Not  finding  me,  they 
called  again  on  the  next  evening ;  and  I  gave  them  a  cordial 
reception.  They  expressed  a  hearty  desire  for  unity  and 
a  restoration  of  clerical  intercourse.  They  had  seen  the 
bishop,  who  had  reluctantly  consented  to  waive  all  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  service  as  performed  by  the  rector,  provided  I 
would  'pray  towards  the  people.’  ”  The  rector  promised  to 
give  the  subject  proper  consideration,  and  the  deputation 
withdrew.  Meantime  Dr.  Croswell  received  a  letter  from 
Bishop  Eastburn,  expressive  of  his  satisfaction  that  the 
effort  had  been  made  by  the  clergy  to  promote  brotherly 
unity  and  friendly  intercourse,  and  of  his  especial  desire 
that,  as  the  parish  was  about  taking  possession  of  its  new 
place  of  worship,  its  rector  would  now  accede  to  his  wishes 
in  the  conduct  of  divine  worship,  suggesting  the  wearing  of 
the  gown  in  preaching,  the  reading  of  the  prayers  at  the 
reading-desk,  and  the  use  of  a  pulpit  for  preaching,  also  the 
use  of  the  metrical  psalms.  The  letter  was  kindly  in  its  tone, 
but  it  was  clear  that  no  satisfactory  arrangement  of  the  par¬ 
ish  difficulties  was  yet  to  be  reached. 

The  answer  to  the  above  letter  was  equally  courteous  and 
equally  firm  in  its  tone.  The  rector  alluded  to  the  charge 
that  had  been  publicly  made  against  him,  without  a  hear¬ 
ing,  that  he  was  guilty  of  acts  which  tended  to  degrade  the 
Church  and  “imperil  the  souls  of  men,”  and  called  in  ques¬ 
tion  the  right  of  a  bishop  to  regulate  his  demand  by  an 

*  Dr.  Vinton,  rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Dr.  Clark,  a  former  rec¬ 
tor  of  Grace  Church,  Dr.  Mason,  rector  of  Grace  Church,  Mr.  Woart, 
rector  of  Christ  Church,  and  Dr.  Randall,  rector  of  the  Church  of  the 
Messiah. 
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appeal  to  his  own  conscience  or  private  opinion.  At  the 
same  time  he  expressed  his  willingness,  as  it  was  his  duty, 
to  yield  canonical  obedience  to  his  diocesan  in  all  matters 
within  his  jurisdiction.  He  was  unwilling,  however,  after 
all  that  had  taken  place,  to  make  privily  any  concession,  as 
it  would  subject  him  to  an  imputation  of  having  deserved 
the  severe  and  open  censure,  not  yet  openly  revoked,  and  of 
having  exposed  himself  to  the  construction  of  admitting  “a 
bishop’s  power  virtually  to  inflict  sentence  of  condemnation 
on  his  clergy  without  a  trial.”  He  instances  the  case  of  the 
apostle  Paul,  who,  after  he  had  “been  beaten  openly,  un¬ 
condemned,”  at  Philippi,  was  not  willing  to  be  “thrust  out 
privily.” 

Here  the  controversy  seems  to  have  ended  for  the  present. 
Each  year,  as  the  time  for  confirmation  arrived,  the  usual 
courteous  request  was  made  to  the  bishop  that  he  visit  the 
parish  to  administer  that  rite,  and  the  usual  polite  reply 
followed,  declining  to  do  so,  this  again  being  followed  by 
a  dignified  protest  on  the  part  of  the  rector.  Meantime  the 
parish  continued  to  prosper.  “Everything,”  wrote  Dr.  Cros- 
well,  “looks  very  encouraging.  The  church  is  well  attended, 
the  ordinances  honored,  Sunday-school  flourishing,  the 
wants  of  the  poor  provided  for,  the  support  liberal,  the 
sympathy  of  the  brethren  at  large  lively.”  He  also  adds, 
in  allusion  to  the  ritual  and  arrangements  of  the  church, 
that  “many  of  the  best  of  the  clergy  would  be  glad,  if  it 
were  in  their  power,  to  adopt  the  same  arrangements.” 

It  might  be  added  that  the  music  at  this  time  had  attained 
a  certain  degree  of  excellence.  The  choir,  although  a  volun¬ 
tary  one,  was  a  single  quartette,  with  voices  above  the 
average  in  quality ;  and  the  music  was  of  the  simple  charac¬ 
ter  which  had  marked  it  from  the  first.  The  canticles  were 
sung  to  the  Gregorian  melodies ;  and  the  organ  was  admir¬ 
ably  played,  accompanying  rather  than  leading  the  singers. 
A  writer  in  the  Parish  Choir ,  an  English  publication  of 
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that  date,  thus  writes :  “In  Boston,  at  the  Church  of  the 
Advent,  where  the  Rev.  William  Croswell  officiates,  the 
singing  is  better  than  any  I  have  ever  heard  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic.  The  chants  are  all  single  ones,  most  of 
them  Gregor ians,  arranged  as  in  the  Parish  Choir.”* 

The  first  confirmation  after  the  opening  of  the  church  in 
Green  Street  took  place  at  Christ  Church  on  the  evening  of 
Easter  Day,  1848,  when  twenty  persons  were  confirmed. 
As  the  bishop  had  expressed  his  determination  not  to  visit 
the  Church  of  the  Advent  until  permanent  changes  were 
made  in  the  arrangements  of  the  church  and  in  the  mode  of 
worship,  he  designated  four  parishes  at  which  he  proposed 
to  administer  the  rite  of  confirmation,  and  to  any  one  of 
which  the  rector  was  at  liberty  to  present  his  candidates. 
The  rector’s  long  connection  with  Christ  Church  led  him  to 
select  that  as  least  open  to  exception. 

Soon  after  Easter  Rev.  Mr.  Pollard,  who  had  served  the 
parish  faithfully  as  assistant  minister  for  more  than  three 
years,  resigned  that  position ;  and  until  his  successor  should 
be  appointed  the  Rev.  Dr.  Asa  Eaton,  one  of  the  oldest 
presbyters  in  the  diocese,  who  stood  ready  at  all  times  to 
render  any  aid  in  his  power,  performed  the  duties  of  that 
office.  Dr.  Eaton  had  been  from  the  first  a  firm  friend  to 
the  parish,  and  his  presence  in  the  sanctuary  seemed  always 
like  a  benediction.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  the 
Rev.  Oliver  S.  Prescott,  a  young  presbyter  from  North 
Carolina,  was  appointed  the  assistant;  and  the  rector,  who 

*  See  Parish  Choir ,  vol.  ii,  p.  116.  The  writer  adds :  “The  organist 
has  managed  to  induce  the  members  of  his  choir  to  lose  sight  of  their 
individuality  to  the  good  of -the  whole :  hence  there  is  a  goodly  number 
of  voices  singing  the  tune  and  inviting  the  congregation  to  join  with 
them, — an  invitation  they  gladly  avail  themselves  of.  One  of  the  psalms 
of  David  (not  a  metrical  psalm)  is  always  chanted  as  an  introit.  In  this 
church,  I  might  observe,  there  is  no  reading-pew,  that  most  useless  and 
cumbersome  piece  of  furniture ;  but  the  matin  service  and  evensong, 
which  are  here  daily  read,  are  said  at  the  altar  rails,  the  lesson  being 
read  from  a  lectern.  The  choir  always  attend,  and  sing  at  the  daily  as 
well  as  Sunday  services.” 
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had  been  for  some  time  in  infirm  health,  was  much  relieved 
in  his  parochial  labors. 

Among-  the  many  gifts  that  from  time  to  time  were  made 
to  the  parish,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  appropriate  was 
that  ofifered  on  Easter  Day  of  this  year.  It  consisted  of  a 
service  of  holy  vessels  of  silver-gilt  for  the  altar.  These 

were  made  in  England,  under  the  direction 
of  the  English  Ecclesiological  Society,  and 
consisted  of  seven  pieces  richly  wrought ; 
namely,  one  offertory  basin,  one  cruet,  two 
chalices,  two  patens,  and  one  spoon,  all  with 
appropriate  inscriptions.11 

It  was  in  October,  1849,  that  the  Saints’ 
Days  began  to  be  more  appropriately  ob¬ 
served  than  had  been  the  custom  in  this 
diocese.  In  one  of  his  letters  Dr.  Croswell 
states  that  St.  Matthew’s  Day  was  observed 
at  the  Advent  with  the  usual  solemnities. 
‘'Seven  of  the  clergy  were  present,  and  thirty 
or  forty  of  the  laity,  at  the  Holy  Com¬ 
munion;”  and,  in  allusion  to  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  and 
All  Angels,  he  writes  that  the  Holy  Communion  was  cele¬ 
brated,  ‘‘as  we  purpose  it  shall  be  on  all  Saints’  Days,  there 
having  been  fifty  or  sixty  present.” 

Among  the  few  who  had  the  courage  to  offer  their  serv¬ 
ices  to  the  Church  of  the  Advent  at  this  time  the  name  of 
the  Rev.  Henry  N.  Hudson  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  He 
had  acquired  a  high  reputation  as  a  lecturer  on  Shakspere, 

11  [Corporation  records  of  1848  note  the  previous  receipt  of  the 
following  “donations” ;  A  crimson  broadcloth  altar-cloth,  a  small  bap¬ 
tismal  font  and  stand,  and  a  silver  paten,  all  memorials ;  also  a  marble 
slab  for  the  top  of  the  wooden  altar,  incised  with  five  crosses ;  an  altar 
desk ;  a  book  of  sacramental  offices,  for  the  altar ;  two  crimson-bound 
prayer  books ;  eight  hanging  lamps,  and  an  eagle  lectern  of  brass. 
The  latter  was  the  gift  of  Dr.  William  Edward  Coale  at  Easter,  1848, 
possibly  the  first  gift  to  the  parish.] 
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and  had  recently  been  admitted  to  the  sacred  order  of 
deacons  in  the  Church,  and,  being  a  resident  of  Boston, 
was  willing  to  “put  his  light/’  as  Dr.  Croswell  expressed 
it,  “in  our  candlestick.”  Dr.  Croswell  adds,  “We  shall 
have  three  services  on  Sunday  with  his  help,  and  shall  each 
have  one  turn.” 

After  the  usual  somewhat  curt  correspondence  between 
the  bishop  and  the  rector,  the  time  for  the  confirmation 
which  was  now  at  hand  was  fixed  for  the  24th  of  February, 
1850,  at  Trinity  Church;  and  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to 
quote  the  letter  of  the  rector  complying  with  the  direction 
of  the  diocesan: — 

Boston,  Feb.  23,  1850. 

Right  Reverend  and  dear  Sir, — 

It  is  proper  to  apprise  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your  direc¬ 
tions,  I  shall  attend  at  Trinity  Church  with  many  of  our  congre¬ 
gation  to-morrow  morning.  The  service  at  our  church  will  be 
omitted.  I  cannot  yet  inform  you  of  the  precise  number  of  candi¬ 
dates  for  confirmation ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  find  it  year 
by  year  seriously  diminished  in  consequence  of  the  course  which 
you  have  felt  at  liberty  to  pursue,  in  depriving  our  parish  of  the 
benefits  of  the  episcopal  visitation  contemplated  by  the  canon.  And 
I  should  be  wanting  in  a  sense  of  what  is  due  to  my  own  rights, 
as  a  presbyter  under  your  jurisdiction,  “not  justly  liable  to  evil 
report,  either  for  error  in  doctrine  or  viciousness  of  life,”  as  well 
as  what  is  due  to  those  of  the  laity  of  our  parish,  constituted  an 
integral  part  of  the  diocese,  entitled  to  representation  in  the  Con¬ 
vention,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  canonical  provision  and 
privileges  as  any  other  parish  in  it,  if  I  did  not  once  more  enter  my 
solemn  protest  against  these  proceedings,  as  I  have  done  against 
similar  proceedings  in  former  years. 

As  ever,  your  faithful  presbyter, 

W.  Croswell. 

On  the  morning  of  St.  Matthias  Day,  therefore,  the 
church  was  closed,  and  many  of  its  congregation  repaired 
to  Trinity  Church  to  witness  the  confirmation,  while  the 
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candidates  for  that  sacred  rite  walked  in  procession  through 
the  streets  to  the  cathedral  church.12 

The  munificent  gift  of  a  service  of  richly  wrought  com¬ 
munion  vessels  was  supplemented  in  the  following  year  by 
a  sum  of  money  which  was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  a 
font  and  altar  of  Caen  stone.*  These  were  made  after  the 
design  of  an  English  artist,  Mr.  Frank  Wills,  then  residing 
in  this  country,  and  were  delicately  and  beautifully  carved. 
The  font  was  at  once  accepted;  but  objections  having  been 
made  to  the  altar,  that  it  was  a  distinctive  altar,  and  not  a 
table,  and  hence  suggestive  of  a  doctrine  not  then  supposed 
to  be  generally  held  in  what  are  termed  Protestant  churches, 
consent  to  its  erection  was  at  first  withheld  by  the  vestry. 
In  the  following*  year,  however,  at  the  special  request  of  the 
rector,  it  was  put  in  place.14 

Although  the  feeling  engendered  by  the  bishop’s  action 
had  in  some  degree  subsided,  the  object  sought  at  the  outset 

f 

12  [Among  those  walking  in  one  of  these  processions  was  a  lad  who 
had  been  baptized  by  Dr.  Croswell  when  the  latter  was  rector  of  Christ 
Church  in  Boston.  The  lad  was  Charles  C.  Grafton,  later  to  become 
Rector  of  the  Advent,  and  subsequently  Bishop  of  Fond  du  Lac.] 

*  The  bequest  of  Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Perkins.  This  font  is  now  in  the 
baptistry  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent.  The  altar  and  an  eagle  lectern, 
given  to  the  parish  as  early  as  1848,  were  loaned  for  a  time  to  the 
Society  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  when  the  parish  moved  from  Bow- 
doin  Street.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  soon  find  a  place  in  one  of 
the  chapels  in  the  Church  of  the  Advent.13 

13  [The  present  altar  in  All  Saints  Chapel  is  the  one  given  by  Miss 
Perkins  in  December,  1850,  to  replace  the  very  simple  wooden  altar 
used  in  the  earliest  days  of  the  parish.  The  gradine  was  added  when 
the  altar  was  brought  from  Bowdoin  Street.  The  eagle  lectern  is  also 
in  All  Saints  Chapel.] 

14  [The  crimson  broadcloth  altar  cloth  given  in  1848  probably 
served  to  cover  the  altar  or  communion  table,  with  its  marble  top,  until 
the  installation  of  the  stone  altar  about  1851.  Several  years  later  the 
vestry  voted  that  the  wardens  should  provide  proper  coverings  for 
the  top  of  the  altar,  on  account  of  the  condition  of  the  latter.  A  year 
later  a  member  of  the  vestry  moved  that  “the  tawdry  cloths”  covering 
the  altar  be  removed.  The  motion  was  not  seconded,  and  the  meeting 
thereupon  adjourned!] 
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by  the  diocesan  authorities  had  by  no  means  been  aban¬ 
doned.  The  attempt  to  cast  a  shadow  over  the  good  name  of 
William  Croswell  had  but  drawn  to  him  the  sympathy  of 
all  true  Churchmen,  and  done  much  to  promote  the  growth 
and  strength  of  the  parish  over  which  he  presided.  If  one 
could  be  selected  of  less  note  and  influence  who  could  be 
made  to  suffer  in  his 
stead,  something  might 
yet  be  accomplished.  It 
was,  indeed,  the  better 
part  of  valor  to  choose 
an  antagonist  who,  com¬ 
paratively  unknown  and 
without  social  influence, 
might  be  made  to  feel 
the  smart  of  the  episco¬ 
pal  rod,  even  at  the  sacri¬ 
fice  of  his  priestly  stand¬ 
ing.  Accordingly,  in  the 
autumn,  a  presentment 
was  served  on  the  Rev. 

Mr.  Prescott,  the  rec¬ 
tor’s  assistant,  contain¬ 
ing  charges  of  heresy 
and  of  violating  the  usages  of  the  diocese  in  the  mode  of 
conducting  divine  service,  the  latter  referring  to  the  wear¬ 
ing  of  the  surplice  in  preaching  and  the  use  of  the  psalter 
instead  of  the  psalms  in  metre.  The  charges  of  heresy  were 
that  he  held  and  had  taught  the  worship  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  in  a  sermon  preached  by  him  in  Christ  Church  in 
Cambridge,  and  that  he  had  also  taught  that  confession  to 
a  priest  and  absolution  were  profitable  and  allowable.  These 
charges,  after  three  trials,  were  declared  to  be  “not  sus¬ 
tained”  ;  but  it  was  decreed  by  the  court  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  respondent  had  claimed  the  right  to  pronounce  ab- 
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solution  to  the  penitent,  he  be  suspended  from  the  ministry 
until  he  furnish  to  the  bishop  a  certificate  renouncing  that 
claim  except  in  the  office  for  the  visitation  of  the  sick  or 
in  cases  of  contagious  diseases. 

Although  the  result  was  reached  by  an  utter  disregard  of 
law  and  facts,  it  being  admitted  that  the  respondent  was 
guiltless  of  heretical  teaching,  the  object  of  the  diocesan 
authorities  had  been  attained ;  and  Mr.  Prescott  went  forth 
shorn  of  the  powers  that  had  been  solemnly  conferred  upon 
him  at  his  ordination.  The  diocese  of  Massachusetts  had 
spoken. 

An  interesting  incident  in  the  history  of  the  parish  was 
the  visit  of  Dr.  Medley,  the  lord  bishop  of  Fredericton.  The 
parish  having  been  deprived  for  many  years  of  all  episcopal 
supervision,  this  became  an  event  of  no  ordinary  interest. 
Bishop  Medley’s  attention  had  been  called  to  the  parish 
several  years  before,  when,  soon  after  its  organization,  he 
had  given  it  the  alms  chest,  now  at  the  south  door  of  the 
church.15  On  passing  through  Boston  in  September,  1851, 
he  visited  the  church,  leaving  word  that  he  would  much  like 
to  preach  on  his  return  in  October.  He  arrived  on  the  eve 
of  St.  Luke’s  Day,  and  on  that  day  assisted  in  the  com¬ 
munion  service,  and  preached  a  sermon  appropriate  to  the 
day.  On  the  following  Sunday  he  also  preached,  to  the  great 
delight  of  all  who  listened  to  him.  This  action  on  his  part 
gave  great  offence  to  the  diocesan,  who  did  not  call  upon  his 
brother,  and  even  declined  an  invitation  to  dine  with  him. 
The  visit  of  his  lordship  was,  however,  most  providential, 
and  may  have  aided  in  ultimately  opening  the  way  towards 
a  settlement  of  the  questions  in  controversy. 

15  [On  Nov.  3,  1845,  Dr.  Coale  wrote  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Fred¬ 
ericton,  asking  “where  he  could  obtain  an  engraving  of  the  beautiful 
alms-chest  presented  to  His  Lordship  on  leaving  England.”  A  few 
weeks  later  Dr.  Coale  was  apprised  that  “His  Lordship  desires  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  similar  alms-chest  to  the  Advent.”  Acknowledgment  of  His 
Lordship’s  generosity  elicited  a  reply  from  him  expressing  his  warm 
interest  in  the  Parish  of  the  Advent.] 
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It  was  but  a  few  days  later,  on  the  Feast  of  St.  Simon  and 
St.  Jude,  that  the  lord  bishop  of  Newfoundland,  Dr.  Field, 
was  present  at  the  services.  The  visits  of  the  two  bishops  to 
the  parish  were  a  source  of  the  greatest  pleasure  to  the 
rector,  whose  days  were  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and  will  be 
long'  remembered  in  connection  with  its 
early  history. 

Dr.  Croswell  had  now  entered  upon 
the  last  month  of  his  earthly  life;  and 
his  close  relations  to  the  church  with 
which  he  had  been  identified,  almost 
from  its  beginning,  render  every  detail 
of  that  life,  especially  in  its  closing  days, 
of  peculiar  interest.  There  are  those  who 
recall  the  zeal  and  ardor  with  which  he 
looked  forward  to  the  services  of  that 
last  All  Saints’  Day.  The  sermon,  almost 
prophetic,  on  that  occasion ;  *  his 
preparation  for  the  sermon  to  the  chil¬ 
dren,  which  was  to  be  his  last;  his  last 
entry  in  his  journal,  in  which  he  noted 
his  ineffectual  search  after  a  poor 
woman,  who  had  incorrectly  given  her 
place  of  abode, — all  these  touching  in¬ 
cidents  are  suggestive  and  full  of  in¬ 
terest,  and  mark  the  character  of  this 
devout  and  saintly  man.  During  the  in¬ 
terval  between  the  close  of  the  morning  service  and  even¬ 
song  on  that  last  Sunday  it  was  remarked  by  his  family 
that  he  never  appeared  more  cheerful ;  and  he  promised  him¬ 
self  much  enjoyment  in  the  approaching  services,  at  which 
he  was  to  admit  an  infant,  by  holy  baptism,  into  the  Church, 


*  His  sermon  was  from  the  text,  ‘‘Wherefore,  seeing  we  also  are 
compassed  about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses  let  us  lay  aside 
every  weight,  and  the  sin  which  doth  so  easily  beset  us,  and  let  us  run 
with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  us,  looking  unto  Jesus.”  He 
died  November  9. 
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and  to  address  the  little  ones  of  his  flock,  in  whose  spiritual 
welfare  he  took  the  deepest  interest.  His  sermon,  from  2 
Kings  v.  2-3,  “was  written  in  a  style  of  beautiful  simplicity, 
perfectly  plain,  and  well  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  his 
juvenile  hearers,  and  yet  full  of  the  most  sublime  and 
elevated  thoughts.”  In  the  last  service  in  which  he  was  ever 
to  engage,  nothing*  was  especially  noticeable  in  his  manner 
until  during  the  delivery  of  the  sermon,  when  “it  was  per¬ 
ceived”  says  his  biographer,*  “that  he  occasionally  betrayed 
some  signs  of  faltering  in  his  speech;  but  this  was,  very 
naturally,  imputed  to  his  emotions,  and  would  not  have  at¬ 
tracted  particular  notice,  had  he  not  also,  from  time  to 
time,  placed  his  hand,  in  an  unusual  manner,  upon  the  back 
of  his  head,  as  if  suffering  from  pain  or  distress.  The  chil¬ 
dren  were  much  affected  as  they  saw,  or  thought  they  saw, 
tears  stealing  from  his  eyes.  His  voice,  which  was  ever 
gentle  and  soft,  and  could  scarce  shape  itself  to  a  tone  of 
reproof  but  that  it  would  falter  into  music,  meanwhile  as¬ 
sumed,  as  from  some  presentimental  emotion,  those  tones  of 
tender  pathos  which  rendered  his  speech  no  less  fit  than  if  it 
had  been  specially  meant  for  a  valedictory  to  the  little  ones 
of  his  flock.”  The  writer  well  remembers  the  scene.  His 
manner,  as  the  sermon  drew  towards  its  close,  was  as  if  he 
were  unable  to  see  his  notes  distinctly ;  and  he  brought  it,  at 
last,  abruptly  to  an  end,  and  gave  out,  from  memory,  the 
hymn,  not  the  one  he  had  appointed  for  the  choir  to  sing, 
but  one  containing  the  prophetic  lines, — 

“Determined  are  the  days  that  fly 
Successive  o’er  thy  head, 

The  numbered  hour  is  on  the  wing 
That  lays  thee  with  the  dead.” 

He  then  almost  tottered  to  the  altar  rail;  and,  after  re¬ 
peating  the  collect  “Direct  us,  O  Lord,”  he  pronounced  the 
lesser  benediction  on  his  knees,  and  remained  kneeling,  the 

*  Memoir  of  William  Croswell,  p.  475. 
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congregation  now  taking  the  alarm,  and  hastening  to  his 
assistance.  He  was  led  from  the  church,  and  taken  im¬ 
mediately  in  a  carriage  to  his  residence  which  was  near,  and 
soon  after  became  unconscious.  In  an  hour  his  spirit  had 
departed. 

One  can  scarcely  conceive  of  the  shock  that  followed  the 
startling  news  of  his  death,  especially  to  those  who  had  been 
present  at  the  last  service.  Not  only  within  the  parish,  but 
throughout  the  community,  this  event  cast  a  deep  gloom;  for 
Dr.  Cr  os  well  had  become  well  known  as  a  devout  and  holy 
man,  and  the  controversy  forced  upon  him  by  his  bishop 
had  brought  him  prominently  before  a  public  which  had 
already  begun  to  sympathize  with  him  in  his  trials  and  in  the 
wrongs  he  had  been  called  upon  to  endure.  The  suddenness 
of  his  departure  also  made  a  deep  impression.  All  bitterness 
was  for  the  time  laid  aside  by  those  who  had  been  so  harsh 
in  their  judgments,  and  they  united  in  their  testimony  to 
the  rare  spiritual  gifts  of  this  saintly  man. 

On  the  following  morning,  immediately  after  matins,  at 
which  the  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Lambert  officiated,  a  meeting  of 
the  congregation  was  held  in  the  sacristy  of  the  church,  at 
which  appropriate  words  were  said,  and  the  general  arrange¬ 
ments  made  for  the  obsequies  of  the  late  rector.  The  funeral 
ceremonies  were  solemnized  on  the  following  Wednesday  at 
the  Church  of  the  Advent  in  Green  Street,  the  newly  conse¬ 
crated  bishop  of  Connecticut  conducting  the  services.  The 
pall-bearers  were  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edson  of  Lowell,  Rev. 
Dr.  Burroughs  of  Portsmouth,  Rev.  Drs.  Vinton  and  Wells, 
and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Greenleaf,  Mason,  Clinch,  and  Lam¬ 
bert.  Assisting  Bishop  Williams  were  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wain- 
wright,  of  New  York,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eaton  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Strong,  of  Greenfield.*  “The  church  was  crowded,” 

*  The  bishop  of  the  diocese  was  present  at  the  service  in  his  robes, 
but  at  the  especial  request  of  Dr.  Croswell’s  father,  the  Rev.  Harry 
Croswell,  took  no  part  in  the  funeral  ceremonies. 
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says  one  who  was  present,  “with  a  most  solemn  assembly; 
and  all  the  services  of  the  mournful  occasion  were  deeply  im¬ 
pressive.”  After  the  services  the  body  was  taken  to  New 
Haven,  accompanied  by  a  committee  of  gentlemen  of  the 
parish,*  and  there  on  the  following  morning  was  committed 
to  the  ground  by  the  side  of  his  elder  brother. 

On  the  Sunday  following  that  on  which  the  sad  event 
occurred  a  sermon,  commemorative  of  the  late  rector,  was 
preached  by  his  old  friend,  the  Rev.  Titus  Strong,  of  Green¬ 
field.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  of  New  York,  officiated  on  the 
succeeding  Sunday ;  and  on  the  second  Sunday  in  Advent  the 
Right  Rev.  Dr.  Doane,  the  bishop  of  New  Jersey,  between 
whom  and  the  late  Dr.  Croswell  there  had  existed  the  closest 
ties  of  friendship  for  many  years,  preached  an  impressive 
and  eloquent  discourse,  in  which  the  character  of  Dr.  Cros¬ 
well  was  most  touchingly  portrayed.  A  few  words  from  this 
beautiful  tribute  to  his  memory  will  not  be  out  of  place.  In 
allusion  to  those  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  that  especially 
distinguished  him  he  says :  “His  kindness  was  as  considerate 
and  delicate  in  all  its  details  as  it  was  boundless  in  its 
comprehension.  He  knew  the  very  thing  to  do,  the  very  word 
to  say,  the  very  time  and  place  to  do  it  and  to  say  it.  .  .  . 
Then  he  was  wonderful  in  his  humility.  He  esteemed  every 
other  better  than  himself.  He  cared  not  what  the  service 
was,  so  he  could  do  it;  or  for  whom  it  was,  so  it  would  be 
received.  And  from  his  humility  there  sprang  a  beautiful 
simplicity,  which  was  a  letter  of  universal  commendation. 

“He  was  a  gentleman  not  only,  but  the  gentlest  man.  No 
man  ever  was  more  acceptable  to  the  refined  and  intellectual. 
No  man  had  ever  easier  access  to  the  poor,  the  ignorant,  the 
vicious,  the  degraded.  He  won  their  confidence  at  once ;  and, 
the  more  they  saw  of  him,  the  more  they  trusted.  He  was  so 
considerate  of  their  feelings ;  he  was  so  charitable  to  their  in- 

*  The  committee  consisted  of  John  P.  Tarbell,  Frederick  H.  Stimp- 
son,  Charles  C.  Grafton,  Theodore  Metcalf,  N.  Austin  Parks,  and 
F.  E.  Oliver. 
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firmities;  he  was  so  constant  in  his  assiduity;  he  knew  the 
strings  in  every  broken  heart,  and  had  from  God  the  medi¬ 
cine  to  heal  their  hurts.  .  .  .  But  especially  he  was  so  un¬ 
reserved  in  his  self-sacrifice.  One  says  of  him :  'Dr.  Croswell 
was  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season.  He  never  was 
known  to  refuse  any  call  for  service  or  duty.’  .  .  .  The  dis¬ 
tance  was  never  too  great  for  him  to  go  to  do  good  for 
Christ’s  sake.  The  storm  was  never  too  severe  for  him  to 
find  his  way  through  it  to  relieve  a  tossed  and  beaten  suf¬ 
ferer.  The  night  was  never  too  late  nor  too  dark  for  him  to 
find  his  way  to  bear  the  Cross,  with  its  consolations,  to  the 
bed  of  death.  How  plainly  I  can  see  him  now,  with  his  old 
cloak  wrapped  about  him,  which  he  would  have  gladly  given 
to  the  next  poor  man,  if  he  had  thought  it  good  enough  for 
him ;  and  with  his  huge  overshoes,  which,  when  he  put  them 
on  so  deliberately,  would  always  bring  to  mind  what  the 
apostle  said,  about  having  the  'feet  shod  with  the  preparation 
of  the  gospel  of  peace.’  As  he  set  out  upon  his  ministry  of 
mercy,  you  might  think  him  very  slow,  and  doubt  if  he  would 
find  his  way,  and  wonder  when  he  would  get  back,  or  if  he 
ever  would.  But,  ere  he  slept,  he  would  have  threaded  every 
darkest  and  most  doleful  lane,  in  the  most  destitute  quarter 
of  the  city,  dived  into  cellars  and  climbed  garrets,  comforted 
a  lonely  widow,  prayed  by  a  dying  sailor,  administered  the 
Holy  Communion  to  an  old  bed-ridden  woman,  carried  some 
bread  to  a  family  of  half-starved  children,  engaged  a  mother 
to  be  sure  and  send  her  youngest  daughter  to  an  infant 
school,  and  'made  a  sunshine’  in  the  shadiest  places  of  human 
suffering  and  sorrow.  And,  when  all  this  was  done,  if  he 
had  time  for  it,  he  would  charm  the  most  refined  and  in¬ 
tellectual  with  his  delightful  conversation  and  his  pure  and 
lambent  playfulness.  .  .  .  'He  was  a  scholar,  and  a  ripe 
and  good  one.’  I  may  add  as  justly,  'exceeding  wise,  fair- 
spoken,  and  persuading.’  .  .  .  His  habits  were  simple 
almost  to  severity.  'Having  food  and  raiment,’  he  was 
'therewith  content.’  ” 


1851-1858 


THE  peculiar  relations  between  the  parish  and  the  di¬ 
ocesan  authorities,  and  the  possible  difficulty  of  finding 
one  to  succeed  the  late  rector,  rendered  it  of  the  first  impor¬ 
tance  to  take  immediate  steps  towards  filling  the  vacancy 
now  existing;  and  almost  immediately  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  consider  the  matter.  In  the  mean  time  the  daily 
services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Lambert, 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  a  committee  of  the  vestry  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  services  on  Sundays. 

On  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Advent,  the  21st  of  December, 
the  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Right  Rev.  Horatio  South- 
gate,  formerly  bishop  of  Constantinople.16  The  impression 
made  by  this  sermon,  which  was  appropriate  to  the  season, 
was  such  that  his  name  at  once  suggested  itself  to  many  as 
one  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  rectorship.  A 
few  days  later  the  committee  placed  themselves  in  com¬ 
munication  with  him,  and  soon  after  recommended  him  as 
the  successor  to  the  late  lamented  rector;  and  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1851,  Dr.  Southgate  was  unanimously  elected 
to  the  rectorship  of  the  parish.  In  a  letter  dated  the  2d  of 
February,  1852,  he  accepted  the  position  to  which  he  had 
been  called,  his  duties  to  commence  on  the  following  Easter 
Day. 

16  [Dr.  Southgate  was  consecrated  first  Missionary  Bishop  of  Con¬ 
stantinople  Oct.  26,  1844.  He  resigned  in  1850.  In  the  same  year  he 
was  elected  Bishop  of  California,  but  declined  the  election.  “While 
visiting  in  the  home  of  his  childhood,  in  Portland,  Maine,  and  possibly 
waiting  for  an  appropriate  parochial  appointment,  he  directed  his 
tremendous  energy  to  the  formation  of  St.  Luke’s  parish,  now  the 
Cathedral  of  the  Diocese,  and  became,  for  a  brief  period  only,  its  first 
clergyman.”  (“The  Manuscripts  of  Horatio  Southgate — a  Dis¬ 
covery,”  an  article  in  the  American  Church  Monthly ,  Oct.  1937,  by 
the  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Cameron,  p.  162.)] 
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Having  been  so  long  deprived  of  the  presence  of  a  bishop 
in  the  chancel,  except  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  lord 
bishop  of  Fredericton,  it  was  especially  gratifying  to  the 


Bishop  Southgate 

parish  that  one  of  the  episcopal  order  should  now  become  its 
rector, — a  man,  too,  of  decided  ability,  and  a  defender  of 
the  principles  on  which  the  parish  had  rested  from  the  first. 

During  the  interim  the  services  had  been  for  the  most 
part  under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  Dr.  Eaton,  always  a 
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firm  friend  of  the  parish;  and  the  records  show  that  a  testi¬ 
monial  was  voted  of  approbation  and  reverence,  as  well  as 
“gratitude  for  his  countenance  and  unwavering  support 
from  the  formation  of  the  parish  until  the  present  time, 
together  with  the  prayer  that  his  presence  and  assistance 
may  long  continue/’ 

With  the  incoming  of  the  new  rector,  one  of  the  questions 
that  suggested  itself  was  in  connection  with  the  music  of 
the  church.  The  choir  that  had  thus  far  been  a  voluntary 
one,  consisting  of  a  quartette  in  the  western  gallery,  could 
not  be  depended  on  for  a  permanency ;  and  there  was  a  grow¬ 
ing  taste  for  a  larger  choir  and  a  more  churchly  arrange¬ 
ment. 

The  rector,  after  consultation  with  one  or  two  members 
of  the  vestry,  decided  that  a  change  was  necessary,  involve 
ing  the  removal  of  the  organ  to  the  north  aisle  of  the  chancel, 
and,  if  possible,  two  choirs  of  men  and  boys,  one  on  either 
side.  Although  there  was,  perhaps  naturally,  not  a  little 
opposition  to  the  plan,  the  corporation  at  length,  at  the  urgent 
desire  of  the  rector,  reluctantly  consented  to  the  change.  It 
was  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  at  this  time  Dr.  Henry 
S.  Cutler,  an  organist  who  had  studied  abroad  and  was  some¬ 
what  familiar  with  the  training  of  boy  choirs,  had  had  for 
some  time  past  such  a  choir  under  his  care,  hoping  that  it 
might  be  acceptable  to  the  parish  of  Grace  Church,  whose 
rector,  Dr.  Charles  Mason,  was  decidedly  favorable  to  its 
use.  But  there  seemed  to  be  so  much  opposition  to  the  plan 
on  the  part  of  the  wardens  and  vestry  of  that  church  that  it 
was  finally  abandoned,  and  Dr.  Cutler  was  appointed  organ¬ 
ist  at  the  Church  of  the  Advent.  Having  accepted  the  posi¬ 
tion,  he  brought  his  six  boys  with  him ;  and  they  sang  for  the 
first  time  on  Sunday,  the  18th  of  July,  1852,  the  old  quartette 
sitting  on  the  cantoris  side.  The  performance  of  the  two 
choirs  was  necessarily  for  a  time  somewhat  crude ;  but  a  step 
had  been  taken  which  was  to  lead  not  many  years  afterward 
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to  a  double  choir  of  men  and  boys,  properly  vested.  It  was 
on  the  17th  of  June,  1855,  that  the  two  choirs  were  regularly 
installed. 

The  unfortunate  conflict  that  had  been  left  by  the  late 
rector  as  a  sort  of  legacy  to  his  successor  was  still  destined 
to  disturb  the  peace,  although  not  the  prosperity  of  the 
parish,  and  to  be  a  source  of  trouble  and  vexation.  In 
October,  about  six  months  after  his  coming  among  us,  the 
rector  wrote  to  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  asking  him  to  visit 
the  parish  to  administer  the  rite  of  confirmation.  This 
request  was  promptly  declined.  Bishop  Southgate,  however, 
after  protesting  against  the  wrong  again  done  to  the  parish 
by  so  arbitrary  a  proceeding,  declared  it  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  canon  on  episcopal  visitation,  and 
declined  to  take  his  candidates  to  any  other  church,  throwing 
upon  the  diocesan  the  responsibility  and  consequences  of  his 
non-compliance  with  what  was  clearly  an  arbitrary  and  un- 
canonical  act.  No  further  correspondence  now  took  place, 
persons  desiring  confirmation  seeking  it  in  other  dioceses. 
The  subject  was,  however,  alluded  to  in  a  sermon  preached 
by  the  rector  on  the  Sunday  before  Advent,  in  which  the 
position  of  the  parish,  as  well  as  his  own  position,  in  relation 
to  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  was  clearly  set  forth.  This 
sermon  was  afterward  published  by  request. 

In  the  spring  of  1853  the  Rev.  Moses  P.  Stickney,  for 
some  time  rector  of  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Cambridgeport, 
was  appointed  one  of  the  assistants  by  the  rector,  to  aid 
him  in  his  parochial  charge  and  duties. 

In  the  autumn  of  1853,  at  a  meeting  of  the  parish,  the 
rector  suggested  the  importance  of  again  attempting  to  bring 
the  unpleasant  controversy  with  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  to 
a  close,  and  proposed  a  hearing  before  the  House  of  Bishops, 
Bishop  Eastburn  to  speak  for  himself,  and  Bishop  Southgate 
for  the  parish.  A  tie  vote  defeated  this  proposition;  but  it 
was  afterward  voted,  however,  '‘That  the  rector  be  re- 
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quested,  if,  in  his  judgment,  it  be  expedient,  to  propose  to 
the  bishop  of  the  diocese  to  refer  to  the  decision  of  the 
House  of  Bishops  the  question  of  the  rights  of  this  parish  to 
episcopal  visitation  under  the  canon.”  But,  notwithstanding 
these  various  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  parish,  no  satisfactory 
termination  to  the  conflict  seemed  to  result.  It  was  not  until 


nearly  three  years  later,  on  the  eve  of  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Convention,  that  the  matter  was  again  agitated. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  parish,  held  in  May,  1856,  a  series  of 
letters,  which  had  passed  between  the  rector  and  the  diocesan 
on  the  subject  of  confirmation,  were  read.  The  rector’s 
course  was  unanimously  approved,  and  it  was  voted  to  send 
a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the  bishop  and  the  two 
rectors  of  the  parish  to  every  bishop  of  the  Church,  with  the 
suggestion  that  the  parish  considers  the  course  pursued  by 
the  bishop  of  this  diocese  to  be  a  plain  violation  of  the  canon 
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relating  to  episcopal  visitations,  “and  that  it  therefore  deems 
it  its  duty  to  lay  the  correspondence  before  the  bishops, 
leaving  it  to  them,  if  their  judgment  in  the  matter  coincides 
with  the  opinion  of  this  parish,  to  apply  the  remedy  which 
the  laws  of  the  Church  in  such  case  provide.”  A  copy  of  the 
correspondence  was  sent  to  every  clerical  and  lay  delegate 
to  the  next  General  Convention,  accompanied  by  a  me¬ 
morial  17  to  that  body,  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  further 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  episcopal  visitations,  and  pray¬ 
ing  that  such  a  general  canon  be  enacted  as  might  inci¬ 
dentally  afford  relief  to  the  parish  from  the  position  in  which 
it  was  placed. 

The  General  Convention  met  in  October;  and  the  appeal 
of  the  parish,  warmly  seconded  by  the  rector,  who  remained 
in  Philadelphia  during  almost  its  entire  session,  was  favor¬ 
ably  received.  The  passage  of  a  canon  was  secured,  which 
required  the  visitation  by  a  bishop  of  every  parish  within 
his  jurisdiction  at  least  once  in  three  years.  No  conditions 
were  attached,  and  but  one  legitimate  course  seemed  open 

17  [The  following  is  the  text  of  the  memorial,  which  was  presented 
to  both  houses  of  General  Convention  through  the  rector : 

“To  the  Right  Reverend  the  Bishops,  and  to  the  Reverend  the  Clerical 
Deputies,  together  with  the  Lay  Deputies,  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  General  Convention  assembled : 

“Respectfully  represents :  The  Parish  of  the  Advent,  one  of  the 
Parishes  of  said  Church  in  the  Diocese  of  Massachusetts,  and  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  that  there  is  occasion  for  further  legislation  on  the 
subject  of  Episcopal  Visitation. 

“As  an  illustration  of  the  necessity  for  such  legislation  the  said 
Parish  ask  leave  to  submit  herewith  to  the  Convention  certain  cor¬ 
respondence  between  the  Rectors  of  the  Parish  of  the  Advent  and  the 
Bishop  of  Massachusetts. 

“And  therefore  the  said  Parish  prays  that  such  a  general  Canon 
upon  the  subject  of  Episcopal  Visitation -may  be  enacted  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Convention  as  shall  seem  meet  and  proper  to  you,  and  as  may 
incidentally  afford  relief  to  this  Parish  from  the  position,  in  which  as 
appears  by  that  correspondence,  it  is  now  placed.  And  they  ask  an 
opportunity  to  lay  other  facts  before  the  General  Convention,  if  any 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  be  investigated  in  connection  with  such 
correspondence.”  ] 
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to  the  bishop  of  Massachusetts;  and  this  he  wisely  and 
promptly  decided  to  take. 

It  was  but  a  few  days  after  the  adjournment  of  the  con¬ 
vention  that  the  rector  announced  to  the  corporation  that 
the  bishop  had  informed  him  of  his  intention  to  visit  the 
Church  of  the  Advent  on  the  coming*  third  Sunday  in  Ad¬ 
vent  to  administer  the  rite  of  confirmation,  thus  setting  an 
example  of  willing  obedience  to  authority  well  worthy  of 
imitation.  On  this  result  being  made  known  to  the  parish, 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  rector  was  passed  for  his  earnest 
and  unceasing  labors  in  its  behalf,  containing  also  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  its  indebtedness  to  him,  under  the  good  provi¬ 
dence  of  God,  for  much  of  its  present  prosperity.18 

In  March,  1858,  the  parish  met  with  a  sad  loss  in  the 
death  of  fhe  Rev.  Dr.  Eaton,  who  had  been  from  the  first 
one  of  its  warmest  friends  and  supporters.  On  almost  every 
occasion,  during  the  last  years  of  his  life,  he  had  assisted 
at  its  services,  being  rarely,  if  ever,  absent  from  morning  or 
evening  prayer.  Dr.  Eaton  took  cold  at  New  Haven  while 
attending  the  funeral  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harry  Croswell,  and 
soon  after  his  return  was  taken  with  a  chill,  which  resulted 
in  pneumonia,  of  which  he  died  on  the  24th  of  March.  A 

18  [The  vote  of  thanks  referred  to  was  in  the  form  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution :  “Resolved,  That  the  Right  Reverend  Horatio  South- 
gate,  D.D.,  Rector  of  the  Parish,  for  his  earnest  and  unceasing  labors 
in  our  behalf  before  the  late  General  Convention,  which  has  resulted 
in  the  restoration  of  this  Parish  to  its  proper  position  in  the  Diocese, 
deserves  our  cordial  thanks ;  and  that  he  has  thus  added  new  demon¬ 
stration  of  that  zeal  in  action  and  firmness  in  faith,  to  which,  under 
the  good  providence  of  God,  this  Parish  is  indebted  for  much  of  its 
present  prosperity.” 

Prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  another  resolu¬ 
tion,  proposed  by  Dr.  Coale,  had  been  unanimously  adopted  at  the 
same  meeting:  “Resolved,  That  in  the  relief  this  Parish  has  obtained 
from  the  affliction  which  has  rested  upon  it  during  the  last  eleven 
years,  we  have  a  signal  cause  for  devout  gratitude  to  Almighty  God 
by  whose  governance  all  things  are  ordered,  and  we  deem  it  becoming 
to  place  upon  record  our  recognition  of  the  great  mercy  thus  shown 
us,  that  those  who  come  after  us  may  have  it  ever  in  mind,  and  so 
their  trust  in  Him  be  confirmed.”] 
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meeting  of  the  wardens  and  vestry  was  at  once  called;  and 
appropriate  resolutions  were  passed,  lamenting  with  the 
diocese  the  loss  of  one  whose  life  had  been  contemporaneous 
with  almost  its  entire  history,  whose  counsels  had  been  so 
valuable,  and  whose  friendship  had  been  so  cherished  by 
successive  generations  of  its  clergy,  recalling  also  in  him  the 
friend  and  supporter  of  the  early  and  weaker  days  of  our 
enterprise,  “the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  its  system  of  daily 
service,  free  sittings,  frequent  sacraments,  and  systematic 
sympathetic  charities;  and,  also,  his  faithful  friendship  to 
our  deceased  rector,  who  often  needed  the  sanction  of  his 
co-operation  and  presence,  the  encouragement  of  his  advice, 
and  the  solace  of  his  personal  friendship.”  At  the  funeral, 
which  took  place  on  the  27th,  the  church  was  appropriately 
draped;  and  a  large  number  of  the  clergy,  including  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese,  escorted  the  body  to  its  burial-place 
at  King’s  Chapel. 

Two  months  later  the  parish  met  with  a  further  loss  in 
the  sudden  death  of  the  senior  warden,  Mr.  William  Foster 
Otis.  Mr.  Otis  had  been  warmly  interested  in  the  parish 
from  the  first,  and  the  vacancy  caused  by  his  decease  was 
one  not  easily  filled.  A  Churchman  of  the  best  type,  a  gentle¬ 
man  by  birth,  and  a  man  of  the  keenest  sense  of  honor,  his 
loss  was  an  irreparable  one.  He  died  at  Versailles,  France, 
where  he  had  gone  for  his  health,  on  the  29th  of  May.  His 
funeral  took  place  in  June,  1858,  at  the  Church  of  the 
Advent. 

In  the  summer  of  1858  it  became  necessary  to  suspend 
the  daily  and  Sunday  services  for  a  time  to  allow  the  proper 
cleansing  and  repairing  of  the  church,  and  an  informal  sug¬ 
gestion  was  made  by  one  of  the  wardens  of  this  parish  to  the 
wardens  and  vestry  of  King’s  Chapel  that  the  Parish  of  the 
Advent  be  allowed  for  a  few  Sundays  to  occupy  that  vener¬ 
able  building,  originally  set  apart  for  the  rites  and  worship 
of  the  Church  of  England.  As  the  chapel  was  closed  during 
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the  summer  months,  the  wardens  and  vestry  very  courteously 
granted  its  use  to  the  Parish  of  the  Advent  for  three  Sun¬ 
days  in  July,  the  11th,  18th,  and  25th,  the  latter  being 
St.  James's  Day.  No  public  service  on  a  Sunday  had  been 
held  in  King's  Chapel,  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church, 
since  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  royal  army  in  1776. 
The  services  were  choral,  and  many  of  the  clergy  of  Boston 
and  vicinity  took  part.*  The  sermon  on  the  first  Sunday 
was  by  Bishop  Southgate;  and  the  old  fane,  arrayed  once 
more  in  her  goodly  attire,  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  ca¬ 
pacity,  f  The  choirs  occupied  the  galleries  on  either  side 
near  the  organ,  and  for  the  first  time  since  the  revolution 
were  heard  there  the  chants  and  hymns  of  the  Anglican 
Church. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation  in  August  a  communi¬ 
cation  was  received  from  the  rector,  resigning  the  rectorship 
of  the  parish.  The  immediate  cause  of  this  step,  as  sudden 
as  it  was  unexpected,  was  not  apparent.  How  far  he  was 
influenced  by  a  vote  passed  not  very  long  before,  reducing 
the  amount  which  had  been  placed  in  his  hands  for  clerical 
services,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  as  a  reduction  was  at  the 
same  time  made  in  the  appropriation  for  the  music  of  the 
church.  It  is  by  no  means  improbable,  however,  that  this 
may  have  led  him  to  suppose  that  his  rectorship  was  no 
longer  acceptable.  The  parish  had  grown  and  prospered 
under  his  guidance  and  direction,  and  there  seemed  to  be 
nothing  to  interrupt  the  harmony  that  hitherto  existed  be¬ 
tween  priest  and  people;  and  yet  there  may  have  been  an 

*  Among  the  clergy  were  the  rector,  the  Rev.  M.  P.  Stickney,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Burroughs,  the  Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Wells,  the  Rev.  Nicholas 
Hoppin,  the  Rev.  Edward  J.  Stearns,  the  Rev.  John  P.  Robinson,  the 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Homer,  and  the  Rev.  Isaac  G.  Hubbard. 

f  A  gentleman  who  belonged  to  King’s  Chapel  told  the  writer  that 
he  was  so  much  pleased  with  the  services  that  he  bought  a  Prayer- 
book,  supposing  the  arrangement  to  be  a  permanent  one. 
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element  of  discord  in  the  parish  which  decided  him  to  seek 
another  field  of  labor. 

In  accepting  his  resignation,  the  corporation  expressed 
upon  its  records  the  strong  personal  respect  and  affection 
which  was  felt  for  the  rector,  the  deep  sense  of  his  laborious 
and  self-denying  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  parish,  the 
appreciation  of  the  value  of  his  services,  and  the  reluctance 
with  which  the  parish  was  obliged  to  yield  to  his  judgment 
in  the  matter.  It  would  appear  from  the  letter  of  resignation 
that  his  main  object  in  accepting  the  rectorship  was  to 
terminate,  if  possible,  the  conflict  between  the  diocesan  and 
the  parish.  Having  accomplished  this,  he  felt  his  mission 
was  ended.19 

19  [Bishop  Southgate’s  letter  concluded  with  the  following  para¬ 
graph  :  “I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  the  pleasing  re¬ 
flection  that  I  have  never  before  had  occasion  to  address  you  with  re¬ 
gret.  There  has  never  risen  between  us  a  momentary  variance.  You 
have  strengthened  my  hands  with  a  fidelity  and  truth  which  have  re¬ 
deemed  the  pledge  implied  in  calling  me  to  be  your  rector.  You  have 
uniformly  received  my  suggestions  and  counsel  with  deference  and  at¬ 
tention.  You  have  bestowed  upon  me  many  marks  of  kindness  and 
confidence.  I  part  from  you,  gentlemen,  with  unfeigned  reluctance. 
I  look  back  upon  my  association  with  you  with  respect  and  love  for 
you,  and  with  gratitude  to  the  Divine  Master,  who  has  granted  to  me 
in  that  association  so  much  of  strength,  of  comfort,  and  of  happi¬ 
ness.”] 
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WITH  the  close  of  Bishop  Southgate’s  rectorship  the 
parish  ceased  for  a  time  to  take  any  active  part  in 
forming  the  history  of  the  Church  in  this  country.  It 
existed,  as  most  parishes  exist,  doing  its  own  work  and  exert¬ 
ing  considerable  local  influence,  but  making  no  apparent  im¬ 
pression  on  the  Church  at  large.  It  was  a  free  church,  and, 
as  such,  still  an  experiment,  the  success  of  which  had  not 
been  proved ;  but,  on  the  whole,  its  condition  gave  great  en¬ 
couragement  to  believers  in  the  movement,  and  its  course  was 
therefore  watched  with  great  interest. 

On  the  resignation  of  Bishop  Southgate,  the  assistant,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Stickney,  was  asked  to  take  charge  of  the  work 
temporarily;  and  shortly  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Odenheimer,  D.D., 
of  Philadelphia,  was  unanimously  elected  rector.  After  con¬ 
sidering  the  matter,  however,  Dr.  Odenheimer  felt  obliged 
to  decline  the  election;  and  it  was  not  until  May  10,  1859, 
that  the  parish  elected  its  next  rector,  the  Rev.  James  A. 
Bolles,  D.D.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

In  many  respects  Dr.  Bolles  was  an  obvious  candidate. 
A  good  Churchman,  very  popular  with  his  people  in  the  west, 
an  exceedingly  genial  and  hospitable  man,  he  was  also  much 
interested  in  the  free-church  movement,  and  was  willing 
to  take  a  financial  risk  which  seemed  very  great  to  those 
having  the  charge  of  parishes  where  the  policy  of  pew- 
renting  insured  a  certain  income. 

While  the  Parish  of  the  Advent  made  appropriations  each 
year  based  upon  the  income  of  the  preceding  year,  and  the 
members  of  its  corporation  felt  a  moral  responsibility  to 
see  that  the  contracted  payments  were  always  made,  there 
could  be  no  guarantee  that  the  members  of  the  congregation 
would  do  their  share,  nor  could  they  be  compelled  to  con- 
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tribute  to  the  general  fund.  The  principle  of  giving  for  its 
own  sake  had  been  inculcated ;  and  fairs,  concerts,  and  other 
like  forms  of  extortion,  were  never  even  considered  as  a 
means  by  which  to  make  up  any  possible  deficit.  The  ofifer- 


Doctor  Bolles 

ings  of  the  congregation  were  taken  at  each  service,  and 
formally  presented  upon  the  altar  as  an  act  of  worship, 
praise  and  thanksgiving ;  and  then,  and  then  only,  were 
they  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  work.  Moreover,  the  act 
of  first  offering  upon  the  altar  those  sums  of  money  which 
members  of  the  congregation  were  to  give  to  the  various 
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charitable  enterprises  in  the  city  was  encouraged,  both  as  a 
means  of  bringing  a  blessing  upon  the  work  for  which  they 
were  set  apart,  and  thus,  as  it  were,  doubling  the  value  of 
the  gift,  and  also  as  a  constant  recognition  on  the  part  of 
the  giver  of  that  Power  whose  goodness  had  made  the  gift 
possible. 

It  was  the  recognition  of  the  principle  that  the  act  of 
giving*  to  Christ  and  his  Church  was  a  distinct  act  of  wor¬ 
ship,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  each  member  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  place  upon  the  altar  from  week  to  week  a 
portion  of  those  things  with  the  use  of  which  he  had  been 
intrusted,  which  gave  to  the  members  of  the  parish  faith  in 
their  system,20  and  to  their  new  rector  courage  to  run  the  risk 
(from  the  worldly  point  of  view)  of  leaving  his  Cleveland 
home  and  accepting  this  call.  He  entered  upon  his  new 
duties  full  of  zeal  and  enterprise  in  mapping  out  the  details 
of  the  work,  and  his  enthusiasm  served  as  a  great  incentive 
to  those  whom  he  had  come  to  lead. 

The  parish  was  still  occupying  the  chapel  on  Green 
Street,  but  question  of  building  was  under  consideration. 
In  1858  a  lot  of  land  on  Tremont  Street,  between  Worcester 
and  Concord  Streets,  had  been  offered  as  a  gift,  if  the  parish 
would  build  upon  it; 21  and  later,  in  1860,  the  purchase  of  a 

20  [As  early  as  1856  the  introduction  of  the  pledge  system  had  been 
suggested,  and  referred  to  a  committee.  A  few  years  later  it  was 
voted  to  inquire  of  the  worshippers  what  each  would  undertake  to 
give  regularly ;  but  the  actual  adoption  of  the  pledge  system  appears 
to  have  been  deferred  until  1877,  when  it  was  voted  that  the  envelope 
system  be  adopted  “as  soon  as  it  can  be  arranged.”] 

21  [This  offer  was  made  by  a  committee  of  St.  Mark’s  Church;  the 
offer  was  regretfully  declined  a  few  weeks  later.  In  1856  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution  had  been  adopted,  which  may  have  had  a  bearing  upon 
the  decision :  “Resolved,  That  this  Parish  having  been  organized  for 
the  expressed  purpose  of  affording  the  ministration  of  the  Church  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Northeastern  section  of  this  city,  is  bound  in 
selecting  a  location  for  its  permanent  place  of  worship,  to  keep  this 
purpose  in  view,  and  to  fix  upon  a  spot  where  this  purpose  may,  all 
things  considered,  be  most  conveniently  carried  out.” 

At  the  same  meeting  it  was  further  “Resolved :  That  this  Parish 
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lot  on  Allston  Street  was  also  under  discussion.  It  seemed 
impolitic  to  abandon  a  fairly  successful  field,  and  move  to 
the  South  End;  and,  therefore,  the  offer  of  the  Tremont 
Street  lot  was  declined.  The  Allston  Street  lot  would  afford 
a  church  with  only  about  seven  hundred  sittings,  and  it  was 
therefore  decided  to  be  too  small  for  the  purpose.  So  for  the 
present  the  plan  of  moving  was  abandoned. 

The  income  of  the  parish  at  this  time  was  not  large,  but 
it  was  large  enough  for  its  absolute  needs.  There  were  but 
few  rich  people  in  its  congregation ;  and  the  small  contribu¬ 
tions  of  the  many  were  relied  upon  rather  than  the  large 
contributions  of  the  few.  The  amount  (some  $700)  taken 
from  the  alms  chest  at  the  door  of  the  church  in  each  year 
showed  that  its  silent  appeal  for  the  poor  was  not  overlooked ; 
and  in  many  ways  there  was  evidence  that  the  work  was 
quietly  going  on,  the  foundation  of  much  good  to  come.  It 
was  at  that  time  the  only  Episcopal  church  in  the  city  having 
a  choir  of  men  and  boys ;  and  as  it  had,  therefore,  its  choice 
of  the  boys'  voices  of  the  city,  its  music  was  exceptionally 
good.  Its  choir  procession  before  and  after  the  service  was 
a  novelty,  and  soon  the  use  of  surplices  for  the  men  and  boys 
added  considerable  dignity  to  the  service.  Still,  the  parish 
was  not  popular  with  the  masses;  and  its  services  did  not 
receive  that  encouragement  which  they  ought  to  have  had. 
But,  notwithstanding  this,  the  parish  determined  to  remove, 
if  it  could  procure  a  better  site  for  its  work. 

In  the  spring  of  1862  it  was  learned  that  an  estate  on 
Bowdoin  Street,  formerly  occupied  by  a  Congregational 
society,22  could  be  procured  for  the  sum  of  $30,000.  Full 

will  entertain  no  projects  for  the  erection  of  a  Church  under  its 
auspices,  other  than  the  free  Church  provided  for  in  its  indenture  of 
1847,  until  the  trusts  thereby  instituted  shall  have  been  fully  exe¬ 
cuted.”] 

22  [The  Bowdoin  Street  Church,  built  in  1825  by  a  Congregational 
Society  of  which  the  Rev.  Lyman  Beecher  had  been  the  first  minister 
(1826-1832).  In  the  meantime  several  other  building  sites  had  been 
considered  and  rejected.] 
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power  was  at  once  given  to  a  committee  to  negotiate  for  the 
purchase  of  the  same  “at  such  price  and  upon  such  terms  as 
they  may  deem  expedient/’  The  financial  problem,  however, 
was  a  serious  one ;  but  it  was  solved  through  the  generosity 
of  Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck.  Two  years  before  he  had  agreed 
to  give  a  sum  of  money  as  an  endowment  when  a  certain 
fund  was  free  to  his  use.  He  now  offered  to  make  a  payment 
of  the  sum  of  $20,000  in  anticipation  and  in  satisfaction  of 
all  his  liabilities  to  the  parish  under  his  previous  agreement, 
provided  that  it  should  be  held  in  such  a  manner  as  “to 
secure  a  permanent  trust  fund  for  the  support  of  the  clergy 
of  this  parish  of  the  full  value  of  not  less  than  $20,000 
capital,”  permission  being  given,  however,  to  invest  it  under 
certain  conditions  in  the  parish  property.  Accordingly,  the 
parish  released  Dr.  Shattuck  from  any  liability  under  his 
original  instrument  of  donation  as  modified  by  him ;  and  its 
treasurer  was  instructed,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  $20,000,  to 
purchase  the  mortgages  on  the  Green  Street  property  in  the 
manner  required,  and  to  take  an  assignment  of  them  in  the 
name  of  the  wardens  and  vestry  of  the  parish  in  their  cor¬ 
porate  capacity  as  a  trust  fund  for  the  support  of  the  clergy, 
and  to  pay  the  interest  on  those  mortgages  as  it  accrued 
regularly  for  the  purposes  for  which  the  trust  was  estab¬ 
lished. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  Easter,  1863,  that  the  “trus¬ 
tees  of  the  building  fund,  under  the  indenture  of  February  1, 
1847,”  were  instructed  “to  purchase  with  the  funds  that  are 
or  may  be  in  their  hands  the  land  and  meeting-house  now 
belonging  to  the  Congregational  society  on  Bowdoin  Street 
as  and  for  a  permanent  house  of  worship  for  the  use  of  this 
parish.”  Soon  it  was  reported  that  all  the  necessary  money 
was  in  hand,  and  the  trustees  of  the  building  fund  contracted 
for  the  purchase  of  this  property. 

The  next  question  for  consideration  was  what  should  be 
done  with  the  building.  Its  interior  resembled  most  Con¬ 
gregational  meeting-houses  of  its  time.  Against  the  wall, 
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opposite  the  entrance,  there  was  a  high  platform,  on  which 
there  was  a  large  reading-desk,  with  chairs  and  a  sofa  be¬ 
hind  it;  and  in  front,  on  the  floor,  was  a  small  table.  It  was 
necessary  that  all  these  should  be  removed,  and  the  altar  set 
up  in  its  place,  with  a  proper  rail  and  choir  seats.  As  the 
church  was  a  free  church,  it  was  also  desirable  that  the  pew 
doors  should  be  removed.  Moreover,  the  treatment  of  the 
wall  behind  the  altar  was  a  matter  of  serious  consideration ; 
and  it  was  evident  that,  when  the  building  was  altered  to  meet 
any  proposed  plan,  it  could  not  be  churchlike  in  appearance. 
The  question,  therefore,  naturally  came  to  some  of  the  more 
zealous  members  of  the  parish  whether  it  would  not  be  bet¬ 
ter  to  rebuild  entirely,  or  else  to  alter  the  building  so  radi¬ 
cally  that  its  present  lines  would  be  lost.  The  advice  of 
Mr.  Richard  Upjohn,  the  architect,  was  taken;  and  later  he 
appeared  before  the  corporation  with  plans,  which  were  ex¬ 
plained,  and  seemed  to  be  so  far  acceptable  that  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  procure  funds  to  carry  them  out. 

It  was  soon  evident,  however,  that  the  parish  was  not 
united  as  to  the  expediency  of  expending  the  money  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  purpose,  and  consequently  plans  for  altering  the 
building  on  a  less  ambitious  scale  were  adopted,  although 
only  after  much  discussion.  The  points  of  discussion  may 
seem  small;  but  they  were  based  upon  principle,  and  hence 
were  important.  One  question  was  whether  the  reredos 
should  be  of  stucco,  representing  wood  or  stone,  and  hence, 
in  the  contemptuous  language  of  one  of  the  corporation,  a 
“sham,”  than  which  nothing  could  be  worse  in  a  place  where 
the  truth  was  to  be  taught.  Another  question  was  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  altar  should  be  raised  well  above  the 
chancel  floor,  so  as  to  give  it  the  prominence  which  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  it  should  have.  Stucco  was  cheaper  than  carving,  and 
the  altar,  if  lower,  would  cause  less  remark  than  if  raised,  as 
proposed;  and  expediency  gained  the  day.  The  alterations 
were  finished  so  that  the  church  was  first  occupied  on  Palm 
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Sunday,  March  20,  1864;  and  in  the  following  October  the 
Green  Street  property  was  sold. 

In  December,  1869,  the  rector  realizing,  apparently,  that 
he  had  done  for  the  parish  all  that  he  could,  and  that  the 
time  had  come  to  hand  the  work  over  to  some  one  else,  sent 
in  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted,  with  a  vote  thanking 
him  for  his  faithful  services  lasting  for  so  many  years.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  much  had  been  accomplished  by 
him.  The  weekly  celebration  of  the  Holy 
Communion  had  been  established.  In  the 
vesting*  of  the  choir  and  the  use  of  the 
choral  service  the  proper  relations  of 
the  choir  in  the  service  of  the  Church 
had  been  recognized.  The  parish  had 
purchased  a  better  building  for  its  work, 
though  one  by  no  means  entirely  suitable 
for  the  purpose,  for  its  services  could 
not  be  held  there  with  anything  like  the 
dignity  which  should  attend  them.  While 
the  general  standard  of  churchmanship 
had  advanced,  however,  there  was  still 
much  feeling  that  form  was  of  no  value 
as  a  means  of  education  or  expression; 
nor  were  there  in  the  city  enough  who 
sympathized  with  what  is  called  the  advanced  school  of 
churchmanship,  even  as  it  was  known  in  those  days,  to 
come  forward,  and  give  freely  to  help  such  a  work  as  the 
Parish  of  the  Advent  was  attempting.  The  time  was  not  yet 
ripe  for  that  fuller  development  of  teaching  and  ritual  to 
which  we  are  now  accustomed. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  perhaps,  it  is  well  that  no 
greater  step  had  been  taken.  The  parish  had  kept  in  a  rather 
conservative  position,  showing  but  little  growth,  but  holding 
its  own,  and  gathering  strength  for  its  next  step  in  advance. 
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AFTER  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Bolles,  arrangements 
were  again  made  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stickney  to  serve 
as  rector  ad  interim;  and  Judge  Redfield,  Mr.  Dana,  and 
Mr.  Tarbell  were  appointed  a  committee  to  take  into  consid¬ 
eration  the  vacancy  in  the  rectorship,  and  to  make  nomina¬ 
tions  therefor. 

At  a  meeting  held  October  7,  1870,  Mr.  Dana  represented 
that  the  committee  had  no  nomination  to  make;  but  he  ex¬ 
plained  the  working  of  a  brotherhood  of  clergymen  exist¬ 
ing  in  England,  and  stated  that  the  committee  unanimously 
recommended  the  passage  of  the  following  vote:  “That  the 
committee  to  nominate  a  rector  be  authorized  to  make  tem¬ 
porary  arrangements  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benson,  of  Oxford, 
to  assist  the  rector  ad  interim  in  carrying  on  the  work  of 
the  parish/ ’  The  recommendation  of  this  committee  was 
adopted,  and  was  the  beginning  of  another  controversy, 
which,  while  it  did  not  directly  or  seriously  effect  the  parish, 
caused  it  to  be  brought  into  critical  notice. 

The  brotherhood  in  question,  now  so  well  known  as  the 
Society  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  had  existed  for  about 
three  years  in  England.  It  was  composed  at  that  time  of 
priests,  both  Englishmen  and  Americans,  who  were  not  in¬ 
clined  to  take  parish  work,  but  were  associated  more  espe¬ 
cially  for  the  purpose  of  holding  missions  and  of  preaching 
wherever  they  might  be  called  from  time  to  time.  The 
members  of  this  order,  however,  favored  a  more  advanced 
ritual  than  was  the  custom  in  this  country,  and  were  believed 
by  those  not  well  informed  in  the  matter  to  hold  a  faith 
more  nearly  resembling  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  than  of 
the  Anglican  Church.  Their  very  vow  made  them  unpop¬ 
ular;  and,  as  their  habit  was  peculiar,  they  were  objects  of 
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much  curiosity  wherever  they  went.  The  fact  that  they 
were  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  English  Church  also 
tended  to  make  them  objectionable  to  many  of  the  Church¬ 
men  of  this  city. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  were  made  with  Father  Ben¬ 
son;  and  he,  with  two  associates,  arrived  here  in  November, 
1870.  They  brought  letters  from  the  bishop  of  Oxford,  the 
bishop  of  Winchester  and  the  bishop  of  London,  recom¬ 
mending  them  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise,  and  entitling 
them  to  rank  with  the  clergy  of  this  country ;  but,  notwith¬ 
standing  all  this,  the  bishop  of  Massachusetts  declined  to 
see  them.  The  result  was  a  correspondence  which  extended 
through  the  fall  and  winter  of  1870-71,  in  which,  while 
the  parish  was  not  technically  involved,  its  committee  was 
put  to  much  embarrassment.  These  clergymen  had  been 
invited  by  the  parish,  and  the  parish  felt  in  a  measure  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  manner  in  which  they  were  received  by 
the  ecclesiastical  authority  of  the  diocese.  Moreover,  it  felt 
the  slight  which  the  bishop  put  upon  it  in  his  treatment 
of  its  guests.  Elsewhere  in  the  country  they  were  received 
with  great  cordiality,  but  not  in  Massachusetts. 

It  was  finally  arranged,  however,  that  the  Rev.  Charles 
C.  Grafton  and  the  Rev.  Oliver  S.  Prescott,  members  of  the 
society,  who,  as  priests  of  the  American  Church,  were  canon¬ 
ically  eligible,  should  take  active  charge  of  the  services  of 
the  parish,  while  the  English  members  should  hold  such 
meetings  in  the  Sunday-school-room  and  elsewhere  as  might 
be  held  by  any  laymen,  performing  no  priestly  acts  in  this 
diocese  so  long  as  the  bishop  objected. 

The  immediate  result  to  the  parish  of  the  arrival  of  these 
men  was  a  largely  increased  interest  in  its  work.  The  sys¬ 
tem  which  the  members  of  the  society  adopted  was  such 
as  they  had  found  eminently  satisfactory  in  their  work 
in  England,  and  in  some  respects  its  very  novelty  was  an 
attraction.  Their  sermons  were  mostly  extemporaneous, 
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and  their  directness  of  delivery  gave  the  preachers  a  great 
influence.  Their  effectiveness  was  recognized  by  all.  More¬ 
over,  their  influence  was  largely  increased  by  the  zealous 
personal  interest  which  they  took  in  those  to  whom  they  had 
come  to  minister.23 

At  the  Easter  meeting,  April  10,  1871,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Stickney,  for  many  years  assistant  to  the  rector,  and  later 
rector  ad  interim ,  resigned  his  connection  with  the  parish. 
For  nearly  twenty  years  he  had  been  a  faithful  and  beloved 
minister  to  those  in  need,  but  his  system  of  work  did  not 
readily  coalesce  with  that  of  his  associates.  He  was  of  the 

23  [Three  years  later  Fr.  Grafton,  then  rector  of  the  Church  of 
the  Advent,  wrote  in  Parish  Notes  for  the  Year  of  Grace  1874: 
“We  are  Churchmen,  but  the  party  and  controversial  spirit  is  what  we 
seek  to  avoid.  While  we  have  no  other  feeling  than  that  of  love 
towards  all  who  call  themselves  Christians,  we  maintain  that  that 
alone  need  be  held  as  necessary  doctrine,  which  has  in  the  Church  of 
Christ,  everywhere  and  at  all  times  and  by  all,  been  held  from  the 
beginning.  Our  form  of  worship  is  that  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer.  The  manner  of  conducting  our  public  service  is  less  ornate 
and  musical  than  that  found  in  some  churches  in  our  communion, 
and  more  so  than  in  others.  But  this  manner  we  regard  as  of  little 
importance. 

“Since  the  Convention  of  1874,  and  in  obedience  to  the  Canon  then 
passed,  certain  changes  were  made,  and  others  at  the  request  of  our 
Diocesan.  Our  Church  has  wisely  allowed  a  diversity  of  usages  in 
her  service.  It  is  one  of  her  greatest  sources  of  blessing  and  a  man¬ 
ifestation  of  her  strength  and  real  unity.  But  we  are  bound  as  loyal 
Churchmen  not  to  overstep  the  limits  she  has  prescribed.  .  .  .  Our 
sole  object  is  to  win  souls  to  Christ.  We  must  let  nothing  turn  us 
aside  from  this  one  work.  As  a  parish  we  felt  it  our  duty  to  try  and 
restore,  in  our  age  and  country,  the  lost  dignity  of  our  services  and 
the  practice  of  Divine  Worship.  We  have  felt  it,  however,  to  be  an 
unfortunate  necessity;  unfortunate,  if  it  obscured  in  the  minds  of  any 
the  prominent  spiritual  character  of  the  Church  movement  in  which 
we  were  engaged.  Its  chief  feature  has  been  the  producing  of  a  deeper 
repentance,  a  more  thorough  and  earnest  grappling  with  self  and  sin, 
a  more  thorough  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  conversion  of  the 
whole  man,  and  a  real  and  more  potent  union  with  the  Incarnate  Son 
of  God  ...  Its  mark  has  been  personal  sanctity  and  self-sacrificing 
works  of  charity.  What  has  been  done  by  the  saintly  men,  clergy  and 
laity,  whom  God  has  raised  up  in  England,  we  humbly  hope,  under 
Him,  may,  according  to  our  degree  of  love  and  faith,  be  shown  forth 
amongst  ourselves.”] 
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old  school,  and  they  of  a  new;  and  a  harmonious  parting 
seemed  preferable  to  a  loss  of  influence  on  either  side. 

It  was  not  until  November  14,  1871,  that  the  parish  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  election  of  a  rector;  and  at  that  meeting  the 
Rev.  James  DeKoven,  D.D.,  was  unanimously  chosen.  Noth¬ 
ing  need  be  said  at  this  time  either  in  eulogy  of  Dr.  DeKoven 
or  to  justify  the  parish  in  its  choice.  He  was  an  obvious 
man  for  the  position;  but  he  felt  that  his  duty  was  else¬ 
where,  and  he  therefore  declined  the  call.  At  the  meeting 
at  which  Dr.  DeKoven’s  declination  was  received  the  senior 
warden  suggested  the  election  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grafton  as 
rector",  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Richey  as  assistant  minister. 
This  suggestion  received  careful  consideration;  and  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  a  committee  recommended  the  election 
of  these  candidates,  after  carefully  considering  the  relations 
of  all  concerned.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Grafton,  defining  his  position  in  regard  to  the  Society  of  St. 
John  the  Evangelist,  and  he  was  thereupon  elected  rector, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Richey  being  elected  assistant  rector  by  a 
unanimous  vote. 

At  the  Easter  meeting,  held  a  month  later,  the  wardens 
reported  that  they  had  notified  the  rector  and  assistant 
minister  of  their  election;  that  the  rector-elect  had  sig¬ 
nified  his  acceptance,  but  that  Mr.  Richey  had  been  invited 
to  the  rectorship  of  Mt.  Calvary  Church,  Baltimore,  and 
felt  that  the  call  to  Baltimore  was  a  very  urgent  one,  and 
should  be  accepted;  therefore  he  declined  his  election.24 

24  [April  1,  1872  the  report  of  the  wardens  concluded  as  follows: 
“Mr.  Grafton’s  election  and  acceptance  have  been  communicated  to  the 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese.  So  far  has  the  Lord  been  with  us  and  helped 
us.  A  great  deal  of  work  has  been  done  during  the  last  two  years, 
interest  and  zeal  have  been  aroused ;  and  though  difficulties  and  dis¬ 
turbances  have  not  been  wanting,  we  have  great  reason  to  be  encour¬ 
aged.  In  a  parish  so  large  and  so  composed  as  ours,  there  must  be 
differences  of  views  and  opinions,  there  may  be  earnestness  and 
warmth  in  expressing  them ;  but,  let  us  each  so  maintain  his  own 
convictions,  as  to  hold  the  truth  in  love,  let  us  dismiss  all  jealousy, 
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Mr.  Richey  had  been  connected  with  the  parish  for  some 
months,  and  he  had  especially  endeared  himself  to  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Moreover,  as  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  order,  his 
election  seemed  to  many  to  tend  to  counteract  its  influence 
as  such  in  the  parish,  and  hence  to  be  an  important  factor 
in  the  situation.  To  them  as  well  as  to  those  who  had 
learned  to  appreciate  his  many  virtues,  his  declination  was 
a  serious  blow. 

In  the  autumn  of  1874  the  matter  of  building  a  church 
was  again  agitated;  and  Messrs.  Tarbell,  Oliver,  and  Joy 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  take  the  subject  into  con¬ 
sideration.  They  reported  in  favor  of  buying  the  site  of 
the  present  church ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  Easter  meeting 
of  1875  that  a  vote  was  passed  accepting  the  terms  of  the 
owner  of  the  land,  and  the  purchase  was  completed  later. 

A  building  committee  was  immediately  appointed,  and 
John  H.  Sturgis,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen  architect 
for  the  church.2"  In  the  following  February  his  plans  were 
accepted;  and  in  March,  1876,  it  was  voted  that  the  west 
bay  of  the  church,  according  to  Mr.  Sturgis’s  plan,  be  com¬ 
menced  at  once,  and  the  work  prosecuted  as  fast  as  funds 
are  furnished  for  the  purpose.  The  building  of  the  church, 
according  to  this  plan,  however,  involved  getting  the  consent 
of  the  adjoining  property  holders  on  the  street,  as  it  placed 
the  tower  outside  of  the  established  building  line.  This 
consent  could  not  be  obtained,  however;  and,  therefore, 
the  commencement  of  the  building  was  again  postponed. 

In  December,  1876,  a  proposition  was  made  by  Father 

distrust,  and  fear,  and  let  each  do  his  part  graciously  as  well  as  zeal¬ 
ously,  in  carrying  forward  the  great  work  entrusted  to  us,  recogniz¬ 
ing  to  Whom  a  solemn  account  must  be  given,  of  words  as  well  as 
deeds.”] 

20  [The  membership  of  this  committee  was  as  follows:  The  Rector, 
chairman;  Messrs.  Edward  N.  Perkins,  Charles  H.  Joy,  Dr.  F.  E. 
Oliver,  and  Erving  Winslow,  secretary.  Mr.  Robert  Codman  was 
added  to  the  committee  February  19,  1877.] 
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Benson  regarding  the  purchase  of  the  building  on  Bow- 
doin  Street;  but  the  proposition  was  declined  for  the  time. 
Negotiations,  however,  were  still  pending;  and  in  March, 
1877,  the  offer  of  Father  Benson  was  accepted,  on  condi¬ 
tion,  however,  that  “as  long  as  the  parish  may  have  for  its 
rector  a  member  of  the  Society  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist, 
the  church  on  Brimmer  Street  shall  be  made  the  headquar¬ 
ters  of  the  work  of  the  society  in  Boston,  and  the  church  on 
Bowdoin  Street  shall  be  carried  on  as  a  mission  chapel,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  control  of  the  said  rector,  but  independent  of 
said  parish.”  It  was  also  voted,  at  the  same  time,  that 
“as  soon  as  it  is  reasonably  apparent  that  the  sale  of  the 
church  on  Bowdoin  Street  will  be  completed  the  committee 
are  authorized  to  contract  for  the  piling  for  the  proposed 
church  on  Brimmer  Street,  and,  when  the  sale  of  the  church 
on  Bowdoin  Street  shall  be  completed,  continue  the  work 
of  building,  provided  that  the  committee  shall  at  no  time 
contract  liabilities  in  excess  of  the  means  of  payment  ac¬ 
tually  in  hand,  unless  by  special  vote  of  the  Corporation.” 
The  price  fixed  for  the  property  on  Bowdoin  Street  was 
about  $27,000,  which  was  raised  by  a  contribution  of  £2,000 
sent  by  Father  Benson  from  England,  and  the  remainder  by 
Father  Grafton  and  several  members  of  the  parish. 

At  the  Easter  meeting,  1878,  sufficient  money  was  in  hand 
to  warrant  beginning  the  work ;  and  the  committee  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  drive  all  the  piles  necessary  for  the  church.  The 
ground  was  broken  for  the  new  undertaking  March  21, 
1878.26 

When  the  piling  was  driven,  the  building  of  the  chancel 
was  begun  immediately,  its  west  end  being  bricked  in  so 
that  services  might  be  held  therein.  The  chapel  so  formed 
was  furnished  with  a  temporary  altar  and  organ  and  with 
chairs;  and  on  Easter  morning,  1879,  the  first  service,  an 
early  celebration,  was  held,  Dr.  F.  E.  Oliver,  who  had  done 

26  [The  Feast  of  St.  Benedict] 
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so  much  for  the  music  of  the  parish  in  its  early  days,  play¬ 
ing  the  organ  for  the  “Gloria  in  Excelsis,”  the  first  hymn 
sung  there. 

At  the  Easter  meeting,  1880,  the  Rev.  Arthur  C.  A.  Hall 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  assistant  rector, — an  office  not 
canonically  recognized,  but  provided  for  by  the  original  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  parish. 

From  this  time  on,  for  two  years  and  more,  the  main  ques¬ 
tion  was  how  to  finish  the  church  building  without  going 
into  debt.  The  question  of  mortgaging  the  property  came 
up  frequently,  but  it  was  not  considered  right  to  rely  on  a 
mortgage  debt  to  furnish  funds,  when  the  absolute  necessity 
for  building  was  not  apparent ;  and  such  a  proposition  was, 
during  this  period,  always  voted  down.  Finally,  enough 
money  appeared  to  be  in  hand  to  justify  making  the  pre¬ 
liminary  contracts ;  and  the  building  of  the  nave  was  begun 
in  the  spring  of  1881.  The  furnishing  of  the  church  was 
also  to  be  a  matter  of  considerable  expense ;  but  through 
the  kindness  of  friends,  and  gifts  from  many  sources,  many 
of  them  unexpected,  funds  were  finally  in  hand  to  furnish 
the  church  fully  and  build  an  organ. 

But  the  parish  yet  had  to  receive  what  seemed  at  the 
time  its  most  severe  blow.  The  several  clergymen  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Society  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  who  had  as¬ 
sisted  the  rector  in  carrying  on  the  church  work,  were  very 
intimately  associated  with  the  parishioners,  and  seemed  to 
have  made  themselves  almost  necessary  to  all  that  the  par¬ 
ish  had  undertaken.  It  was,  therefore,  with  great  astonish¬ 
ment  that  the  parish  received  word,  early  in  the  fall  of 
1882,  that  the  rector  had  severed  his  connection  with  the 
Society  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist.  This  of  necessity  meant 
a  thorough  reorganization  of  the  details  of  the  parish  work 
under  new  guidance. 

The  corporation,  after  looking  into  the  matter,  and  real¬ 
izing  that  the  church  in  Bowdoin  Street  was,  by  the  terms 
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of  its  sale,  set  aside  for  the  ultimate  use  of  the  Society  of 
St.  John  the  Evangelist,  and  was  being  occupied  by  the 
parish,  in  a  sense,  on  sufferance,  promptly  recognized  the 
rector’s  right  to  choose  his  own  assistants,  and  at  the  same 
time  acknowledged  the  position  of  the  society  by  agreeing  to 
finish  the  new  church  as  early  as  practicable,  and  then  re¬ 
sign  the  Bowdoin  Street  church  to  the  uses  of  the  society 
under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  assistant  rector,  with  the 
understanding  that  he  should  resign  his  office  in  the  parish, 
and  conduct  the  work  entirely  independent  of  the  parish. 
This  arrangement  was  agreed  to  on  all  sides  as  being,  on 
the  whole,  the  happiest  solution  of  the  difficulties  in  which 
the  parish  found  itself ;  and  on  the  Thursday  before  Palm 
Sunday,  1883,“'  the  parish  held  its  first  service  in  the  com¬ 
pleted  church, — completed  at  least  so  far  as  essentials  were 
concerned.  On  the  following  Saturday  the  first  services 
were  conducted  in  the  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  on 
Bowdoin  Street.  While  the  parish  seemed  to  have  received 
a  serious  blow,  in  fact  there  had  arisen  from  the  one  parish 
two  congregations,  each  independent  of  the  other,  and  each 
by  somewhat  differing  methods  striving  to  do  its  duty  in 
that  position  in  which  it  had  been  placed  by  a  Higher 
Power.28 

27  [March  15,  1883] 

28  [“In  1872  Rev.  Charles  C.  Grafton  was  installed  (as  Rector  of 
the  Parish  of  the  Advent),  serving  the  Parish  for  sixteen  years,  the 
longest  incumbency,  and  marked  by  the  most  important  events  and 
most  critical  conditions  in  its  history.  By  his  efforts  the  magnificent 
fabric  in  Brimmer  Street  was  built,  by  his  personal  gift  of  $10,000, 
meeting  the  same  amount  from  Oxford,  the  Bowdoin  Street  build¬ 
ing  was  secured  to  the  Cowley  Society  after  the  removal.  He  brought 
here  as  his  assistants  men  so  important  and  devoted  as  Fr.  Hall  (now 
Bishop  of  Vermont)  and  Fr.  Osborne,  and  as  a  ‘missioned  Canon 
Knox-Little.  .  .  .  The  strain  came  when  Fr.  Grafton,  whose  desire 
to  make  an  affiliated  American  order  had  been  very  strong,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  withdraw  from  it.  Fr.  Hall  was  assistant  minister, 
and  remained  a  member  of  the  English  brotherhood.  Those  who  still 
clung  to  it  assumed  that  Fr.  Grafton  would  resign  his  rectorship  also, 
and  the  natural  promotion  of  Fr.  Hall  would  leave  the  parish  still 
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It  goes  without  saying  that  such  a  change  in  relations 
could  not  have  been  brought  about  without  misunderstand¬ 
ings  and  much  feeling,  and  this  feeling  seemed  for  a  time 
to  be  almost  incurable;  but  in  a  few  years  scarcely  any 
trace  of  it  remained.  To-day  it  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  neither 
thought  of  nor  regarded  by  those  who  were  concerned 

•  •  ,  29 

111  it. 

This  urgent  necessity  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  church 
under  such  unforeseen  circumstances  embarrassed  the  build¬ 
ing  committee  seriously,  and  the  placing  of  a  mortgage 
seemed  to  be  the  only  possible  solution  of  the  difficulty. 
The  present  scheme  of  construction  had  to  be  enlarged 
somewhat  to  provide  accommodations  for  all  the  parish 
work.  Not  only  did  the  church  building  require  to  be  fin¬ 
ished,  but  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  proper  place  for  the 
Sunday-school,  the  choir,  and  the  various  guilds.  Thus  the 
parish  had  incurred  necessary  expenses  which  were  not  con¬ 
templated  when  the  contracts  for  the  church  building  were 
made.  However,  with  the  generous  gifts  of  certain  wor¬ 
shippers  and  with  the  help  of  a  comparatively  small  mort¬ 
gage,  the  parish  was  so  placed  that  its  engagements  with 


in  the  hands  of  the  S.S.J.E.  Others  felt  that  loyalty  to  the  duly  con¬ 
stituted  Rector  was  not  only  a  duty  in  itself,  but  an  opportunity  to 
regain  parochial  independence.  The  corporation  was  divided,  and 
comparatively  a  small  band  came  over  the  hill  with  the  rector  to  the 
new  church.  Devotion  to  his  work,  patience,  the  assistance  of  an 
earnest  body  of  lay  people,  Mr.  S.  B.  Whitney’s  magnificent  work  as 
Choirmaster,  the  beauty  of  the  sanctuary  and  its  services,  overcame 
all  drawbacks,  and  when  the  rector  resigned  in  1888,  he  left  a  parish 
more  prosperous  and  united  than  ever  before.”  (From  an  article  in 
The  Boston  Sunday  Herald ,  Dec.  2,  1894;  probably  written  by  Mr. 
Erving  Winslow.)  ] 

29  [In  1894,  upon  Fr.  Hall’s  election  and  consecration  as  Bishop  of 
Vermont,  “many  of  those  who  had  remained  in  Bowdoin  Street  re¬ 
fused  to  remain  under  the  authority  of  the  Evangelist  Fathers  sent 
from  Philadelphia,  and  started  St.  Stephen’s  in  Florence  Street,” 
taking  over  the  church  which  had  been  made  vacant  by  the  removal  of 
the  parish  of  The  Messiah  to  its  new  church  in  St.  Stephen  Street. 
Cf.  The  Boston  Herald  of  Dec.  2,  1894,  op.  cit.\ 
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the  contractors  were  met;  and  on  December  1,  1883,  the 
construction  account  of  the  building  was  closed,  and  before 
the  beginning  of  the  new  year  the  final  report  was  received 
from  the  building  committee,  and  it  and  the  furnishing 
committee  were  discharged.30 

In  April,  1888,  the  rector  placed  his  resignation  in  the 
hands  of  the  corporation,  asking  that  it  be  accepted  as 
soon  as  his  successor  should  be  ready  to  enter  upon  his 
duties.  His  rectorship  had  been  the  longest  in  the  history 
of  the  parish,  sixteen  years ;  and  the  corporation  were  glad 
to  acknowledge,  in  parting  with  him,  his  valuable  aid  in 
building  the  new  church,  his  liberal  contributions  therefor, 
and  the  great  good  which  had  been  the  result  of  his  rector- 
ship. 

A  great  change  had  been  wrought  from  the  quiet  service 
in  the  Congregational  meeting-house  in  Bowdoin  Street, 
which  the  Society  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  found  when 
its  members  first  came  to  Boston  in  1870,  to  the  ornate  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  beautiful  church  on  Brimmer  Street.  But  this  was 
merely  the  outward  and  visible  sign  of  the  inward  change 
that  had  gone  on,  and  had  made  all  this  possible.  The  form 
was  a  small  matter.  The  substance  was  the  thing  of  real 
importance.  The  Catholic  teaching  had  been  implanted,  and 
the  sacraments  of  the  Church  were  understood  as  never 

30  [The  final  report  of  the  building  committee  was  received  and 
accepted  December  22,  1883.] 

31  [In  compliance  with  the  subsequent  request  of  the  rector  his 
resignation  became  effective  October  1,  1888.  At  a  meeting  held 
October  4th  it  was  voted  “That  this  corporation  upon  the  termination 
of  their  relations  with  Fr.  Grafton,  after  a  rectorship  of  sixteen  years 
— the  longest  in  the  history  of  the  Parish — desire  to  record  their  appre¬ 
ciation  of  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  Rector ;  his  aid  and  as¬ 
sistance  in  the  erection  of  the  new  church  on  Brimmer  Street,  and 
his  liberal  contributions  therefor;  his  ability  and  readiness  in  the 
ministrations  in  the  pulpit— his  energy  and  interest  in  the  charitable 
work  of  the  Parish  and  in  the  Sunday  School,  and  the  successful  and 
acceptable  conduct  of  the  services.  That  the  members  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  wish  him  health,  happiness  and  success  in  his  future  career.”] 
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before;  and  their  influence  had  spread,  not  only  through 
this  congregation,  but  also  through  that  other  body  which 
had  succeeded  to  the  tenure  of  the  Bowdoin  Street  property. 
The  planting  of  the  seed  from  which  two  large  congrega¬ 
tions  had  grown,  where  only  one  had  existed, — certainly, 
this  was  something*  to  be  thankful  for.  Moreover,  from  that 
second  congregation  had  sprung  a  mission,32  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  this  part  of  the  country,  which  was  to  carry  the 
teachings  of  the  Church  to  the  colored  people  of  the  city  in  a 
manner  especially  acceptable  to  them,  and  was  also  to  min¬ 
ister  in  some  degree  to  their  temporal  advancement  as  well. 
This  was  also  made  possible  only  by  the  organization  of  the 
work  during  Father  Grafton’s  connection  with  the  parish. 

If  it  seemed  advisable  to  go  into  detail,  much  might  be 
said  of  the  help  which  the  parish  has  had  from  various 
priests  who  have  assisted  from  time  to  time  in  its  work,  and 
of  the  many  missions  held,  both  by  its  own  clergy  and  by 
those  who,  weary  with  their  routine  in  England,  sought  rest 
in  doing  good  in  America.  But  this  is  of  too  recent  date  to 
need  special  mention  now.  These  men  have  all  left  their 
mark,  and  the  parish  will  always  be  the  better  for  their  min¬ 
istrations. 


With  a  few  final  paragraphs,  which  in  substance  will  be 
quoted  in  subsequent  pages  of  this  volume,  the  Sketch  of  the 
History  of  the  Parish  of  the  Advent  published  in  1894, 
comes  to  a  close. 

82  [St.  Augustine  and  St.  Martin’s,  Lenox  Street,  Boston.] 
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MAY  25,  1888,  the  Rev.  George  M.  Christian  of  New¬ 
ark,  N.  J.,  who  later  became  Rector  of  the  Church 
of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin  in  New  York  City,  was  elected  Rec¬ 
tor  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent.  Despite  strong  urging 
on  the  part  of  the  committee  of  the  corporation  appointed 
to  confer  with  him,  he  declined  the  election. 

In  October,  1888,  the  Rev.  William  Barroll  Frisby  of 
Trinity  Chapel,  New  York,  was  unanimously  chosen  Rec¬ 
tor  of  the  Parish  of  the  Advent.  He  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office  on  Advent  Sunday,  December  2,  in  the  same 
year. 

During  the  first  six  years  of  Fr.  Frisby’s  rectorship  the 
congregation  became  thoroughly  united,  after  having  been 
somewhat  disorganized  during  the  interval  between  Fr. 
Grafton’s  resignation  and  Fr.  Frisby’s  accession  to  the  rec- 
torate.  The  congregation  increased  in  numbers ;  the  church 
building  was  entirely  finished,  save  for  the  opportunity  for 
further  enrichment  by  carving  and  other  ornamentation, 
and  for  the  installation  of  a  few  memorial  windows ;  a  con¬ 
venient  rectory,  easily  accessible  to  the  church,  was  pro¬ 
vided;  the  comparatively  small  mortgage  remaining  upon 
the  church  was  discharged;  and  by  its  example,  the  parish 
“was  aiding  and  encouraging  those  who,  in  a  less  advanta¬ 
geous  position/’  were  “striving  to  maintain  Catholic  truth.” 
To  quote  further  Mr.  Coale’s  concluding  paragraph  in  the 
Sketch  the  inner  life  of  the  parish  could  “no  more  be  ap¬ 
preciated  by  the  ordinary  observer  than  that  of  any  other 
parish,  but  its  influence  for  good  in  this  community  cannot 
be  questioned.  Not  only  has  it  introduced  a  more  reverent 
worship  in  our  churches,  but  it  stands  today  a  bulwark  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints  against  the  insidious 
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encroachments  of  heresy  and  unbelief.  Indeed,  the  time  may 
be  near  at  hand  when  every  faithful  Churchman  in  this  dio¬ 
cese,  whatever  his  views  as  to  methods  of  worship,  will  fer¬ 
vently  thank  God  for  the  foundations  laid  by  that  little  band 
of  devout  men  a  half-century  ago.” 

At  the  Easter  meeting  of  the  corporation,  held  March  26, 
1894,  the  rector  announced  that  the  mortgage  on  the  church 
had  been  cancelled,  and  plans  were  made  for  the  consecra¬ 
tion  of  the  church  on  Saturday,  December  1,  1894,  just 
fifty  years  after  that  Advent  Sunday  on  which  the  first 
service  had  been  held  in  the  “upper  room”  on  Merrimac 
Street. 

The  service  of  consecration,  in  which  the  articles  of  do¬ 
nation  were  presented  to  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  by 
Mr.  Robert  Codman,  Senior  Warden,  was  followed  by 
Matins,  the  lessons  being  read  by  the  Reverend  Charles  L. 
Hutchins,  D.D.,  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  Concord,  and 
Archdeacon  Converse;  and  by  a  solemn  celebration  of 
the  Holy  Eucharist,  with  Bishop  Lawrence  as  Celebrant, 
Bishop  Neely  as  Gospeller,  and  Bishop  Grafton  as  Epis- 
toler.1  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Bishop  Grafton,  who, 
after  dwelling  upon  the  solemn  significance  of  the  conse¬ 
cration  of  a  church  said  in  part  “The  Church  becomes  the 
indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  a  living  organization,  through 
which  Jesus  Christ  continues  ever  to  discharge  His  per¬ 
petual  abiding  function  of  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King,  as 
ever  going  about  through  the  world,  as  ever  doing  good. 
He  comes  here  by  His  representative  to  gather  this  build¬ 
ing  from  the  natural  into  the  supernatural,  and  to  vouch¬ 
safe  here  the  place  of  His  presence  and  the  blessing  of  His 
peace.  Life  means  especially  embodiments,  organization, 
and  so  Jesus  Christ  who  came  to  bring  us  not  only  truth, 

r  William  Lawrence,  seventh  Bishop  of  Massachusetts,  had  been 
consecrated  in  October,  1893  ;  Henry  Adams  Neely,  third  Bishop  of 
Maine,  in  1867 ;  and  Charles  C.  Grafton,  second  Bishop  of  Fond  du 
Lac,  in  April,  1889. 


Gloria  in  excelsis  Deo 
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but  life,  gave  His  religion  to  the  world,  not  simply  by  teach¬ 
ing  an  idea,  but  by  teaching*  the  gospel  of  the  Kingdom,  for 
the  Christian  religion  has  come  in  the  way  of  an  institution. 

“The  Church  is  today  outwardly  divided  into  the  Eastern 
Church,  the  Roman  Church,  and  the  Anglican  Church.  But 
however  rent,  it  is  one,  because  it  is  of  God.  All  Churches 
that  are  Catholic  and  Apostolic  have  the  means  of  grace 
and  are  Churches  through  whose  veins  the  Blood  of  Christ 
flows.  The  Church  is  one,  though  divided.  Not  the  least 
unworthy  of  the  three  is  the  Anglican  Church.  She  has 
been  afflicted  and  distressed;  she  has  met  with  errors  and 
failures;  yet  she  flourishes  today,  and  with  a  new  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  humanity  goes  forth  to  labor.  ...  As  we  look 
back  to  the  blunders  and  errors,  to  the  misunderstandings 
and  struggles  of  the  past,  let  us  see  the  duty  of  the  future. 
Yes,  the  Church  has  come  into  New  England,  and  has  gone 
on  because  the  movement  was  of  God.  The  movement  has 
brought  a  special  message  to  New  England,  and  the  move¬ 
ment  and  the  work  have  come  in  to  New  England  to  stay. 
.  .  .  Let  us  look  back  these  fifty  years  and  thank  God  for 
all  the  way  He  has  led  us.  Let  us  look  forward  as  well  as 
upward.” 

At  High  Mass  on  the  following  day,  Advent  Sunday, 
the  Feast  of  the  Dedication  of  the  parish  and  ecclesiastically 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  founding,  an  historical  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Morgan  Dix,  D.D.,  Rector 
of  Trinity  Parish,  New  York. 

In  the  course  of  his  sermon  Dr.  Dix  pointed  out  that  the 
Parish  of  the  Advent,  from  its  organization  to  that  hour, 
had  stood  for  a  mission.  “Its  life,”  he  said,  “has  fallen 
within  one  of  the  most  remarkable  periods  of  the  history  of 
the  Anglo-Catholic  Church.  One  hardly  recognizes  in  the 
Church  of  today  the  impoverished  Church  which  existed 
when  Keble  started  the  Tractarian  movement  in  England. 

“The  aims  of  the  men  who  entered  into  the  Oxonian  move- 
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ment  may  be  expressed  in  four  principles :  the  recognition 
of  a  divine  authority  in  the  world  and  among  men;  the 
exhibition  of  a  divine  grace;  the  announcement  of  sacrifice 
as  the  great  motive  of  right  conduct ;  the  setting  up  of  a  sys¬ 
tem  designed  to  express  these  principles  in  a  solemn  and  im¬ 
pressive  manner.  What  they  all  saw  was  a  visible  Church. 
For  her  they  lived,  and  in  her  service  they  departed.  .  .  . 

“Men  can  get  no  more  light  as  long  as  they  trust  to  them¬ 
selves.  Here  is  the  need  of  a  teaching  Church.  It  was  with 
the  revival  of  the  apostolic,  historical,  and  catholic  Church 
that  the  Oxford  movement  began,  proceeded,  and  lives  to¬ 
day.  .  .  . 

“Faith  and  the  ritual  belong  to  each  other.  Men  cannot 
appreciate  the  ritual  if  they  have  not  faith.  Nothing  pro¬ 
vokes  more  than  ritual  without  doctrinal  meaning.  Those 
who  would  try  to  restore  rituals  must  go  to  the  old  fount 
to  learn  what  the  Church  would  have  presented.  .  .  . 

“Sacrifice  is  the  test  for  sincerity.  Sacrifice  leads  the  way 
to  sorrow  purified  by  faith.  Sacrifice  voluntarily  and  gladly 
made  of  the  whole  self  leads  to  sanctified  life.” 

The  fourteen  years  of  Fr.  Frisby’s  rectorship  were  fruit¬ 
ful  in  good  works  both  within  and  without  the  parish.  His 
election  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  testified 
to  the  esteem  and  confidence  in  which  he  was  held  by  clergy 
and  laity  alike,  even  those  whose  school  of  thought  regard¬ 
ing  the  Church  was  different  from  his  own.  Staunch  in  his 
devotion  to  the  whole  Catholic  faith,  his  influence,  while 
quietly  and  perhaps  unconsciously  exerted,  was  strong 
throughout  the  diocese.12 

Among  the  many  organizations  whose  work  enlisted  Fr. 

2  In  1901,  when  the  question  of  dividing  the  diocese  came  before 
the  Diocesan  Convention,  the  committee  which  had  been  appointed 
reported  almost  unanimously  in  favor  of  another  method  of  affording 
the  necessary  relief  to  the  bishop  in  his  administrative  burdens.  A 
minority  report  was  presented  by  Fr.  Frisby  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pea¬ 
body,  strongly  urging  action  in  favor  of  the  division.  Fr.  Frisby’s 
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Frisby’s  sympathetic  interest  and  active  assistance  was  the 
Actors’  Church  Alliance,  of  which  he  was  Chaplain ;  his  ex¬ 
pressed  desire  was  to  make  the  Church  of  the  Advent  “a 
place  where  members  of  the  dramatic  calling  coming  at  any 
time  to  Boston  would  feel  at  home.” 

But  it  was  the  parish  itself  that  was  Fr.  Frisby’s  chief 
solicitude.  During  his  tenure  of  office  the  material  fabric 
and  the  appurtenances  of  worship  were  brought  well  toward 
completion.  The  ritual  of  the  services  was  established  with 
emphasis  upon  its  sincerity  and  devotional  character,  upon 
the  dignity  and  solemnity  of  its  performance,  rather  than 
upon  an  elaboration  of  ceremonial  which  would  have  been 
inconsistent  with  the  character  of  the  man.  With  the  gen¬ 
tleness,  meekness,  and  courtesy  which  he  personified  he 
ministered  to  all  who  came  under  his  care  or  sought  his  aid ; 
but  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  parish  and  his  zeal 
for  the  advancement  of  the  Catholic  faith  were  ever  strong 
and  unfailing.  In  the  words  of  Bishop  Lawrence,  Fr. 
Frisby  “was  what  he  humbly  tried  to  be,  a  devout,  devoted, 
loyal  and  chivalrous  Priest  of  the  Church.  Every  hour  of 
the  day,  and  in  every  duty  and  pleasure,  he  walked  with 
God.  He  gained  the  love  of  his  people  and  built  up  the 
strength  of  the  Parish.  He  won  the  confidence  and  appreci¬ 
ation  of  his  Bishop,  to  whom  he  was  ever  loyal.”  (From  a 
letter  written  after  Fr.  Frisby’s  death.) 

During  Fr.  Frisby’s  rectorship  the  completion  of  the 
church  edifice  was  substantially  achieved,  through  memorial 
gifts.  Prominent  among  these  were  the  construction  of  All 
Saints  Chapel,  upon  the  initiative  of  Fr.  Frisby  himself, 
with  its  altar  originally  in  the  church  in  Green  Street,  and 


earnest  advocacy  of  his  resolution,  from  the  floor,  resulted  in  the 
decision  by  a  large  majority  of  both  clerical  and  lay  delegates  to  create 
the  new  diocese  of  Western  Massachusetts;  the  question  of  its  geo¬ 
graphical  boundaries  alone  remaining  to  be  determined,  as  was  soon 
done. 
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the  new  reredos  enshrining  the  gilt  cross  of  historic  impor¬ 
tance  in  the  parish;  the  erection  of  the  belfry  and  spire,  and 
thereby  the  provision  of  the  baptistery,  with  its  font  and 


font  cover  which  had  been  given  to  the  parish  in  1850;  the 
reredos,  credence,  and  the  metal  rood  screen ;  the  west  porch 
and  gallery;  the  pulpit,  and  the  stone  lectern;  the  chime  of 
tower  bells;  the  altar  and  reredos  of  the  Lady  Chapel;  the 
Hemenway  Chapel,  for  the  Sunday  School;  and  almost  all 
the  memorial  windows,  which  now  fill  nearly  every  avail- 
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able  window  space ;  not  to  mention  the  great  number  of  me¬ 
morial  gifts  of  altar  crosses,  candlesticks,  and  other  appur¬ 
tenances  such  as  sacred  vessels  and  vestments;  and  stone 
carvings. 

Fr.  Frisby  was  never  of  robust  physique,  and  the  faithful¬ 
ness  with  which  he  carried  on  the  duties  of  his  office  took 
toll  of  his  strength.  Returning  from  the  summer  vacation 
in  1898  with  his  health  still  impaired,  he  was  granted  a 
year’s  leave  of  absence,  and  in  November  sailed  for  the 
Mediterranean.  Returning  the  following  autumn,  he  took 
up  his  work  with  renewed  vigor,  but  it  was  not  to  be  for 
long,  for  on  Friday,  June  6,  1902,  after  a  comparatively 
short  illness,  he  was  called  to  his  eternal  rest. 

On  Monday  afternoon  the  body  of  the  beloved  priest  lay 
in  state  in  the  chancel  of  the  church,  where  the  Office  of  the 
Dead  was  recited  in  the  evening.  The  following  morning 
the  choral  Requiem  Mass  was  celebrated  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
W.  Hill — the  Advent  choir-boy  who  had  later  served  as  an 
assistant  priest  under  Fr.  Frisby.  The  Burial  Service  was 
conducted  by  Bishop  Lawrence,  assisted  by  Bishop  Cod- 
man.3 

Fr.  Frisby ’s  body  was  interred  in  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery, 
and  later,  by  action  of  the  corporation,  his  grave  was 
marked  by  a  cross. 

No  more  fitting  testimonial  to  Fr.  Frisby  could  be  written 
than  the  resolution  unanimously  voted  by  the  corporation  in 
June,  1902: 

“Our  late  Rector  had  won  for  himself  high  consideration 
in  the  Diocese  and  in  the  community.  In  the  councils  of  the 
Church,  in  organizations  of  philanthropy  and  in  social  life 
he  was  respected  and  beloved,  but  it  was  in  the  Parish  where 

3  In  1894,  during  Fr.  Frisby’s  Rectorship,  Robert  Codman,  Jr.,  a 
parishioner  of  the  Advent  and  son  of  the  Senior  Warden,  was  pre¬ 
sented  from  the  Advent  for  the  diaconate,  and  was  advanced  to  the 
priesthood  in  the  same  year.  He  was  consecrated  fourth  Bishop  of 
Maine  February  24,  1900. 


82 


THE  PARISH  OF  THE  ADVENT 


his  priestly  office  was  exercised,  and  to  which  he  devoted  the 
treasures  of  his  heart  and  soul,  that  he  was  best  known  and 
appreciated.  Temperate  and  moderate  in  regard  to  non- 
essentials  he  never  failed  in  steadfastness  and  unflinching 
courage,  while  declaring  the  whole  counsel  of  God  as  em¬ 
bodied  in  the  Catholic  faith.  Fr.  Frisby’s  gentle  courtesy, 
his  respect  for  the  convictions  and  even  the  prejudices  of 
the  humblest  members  of  the  congregation  inspired  them 
with  sincere  affection  and  loyalty,  and  his  administration  of 
the  Parish  has  been  one  of  entire  harmony  and  uninterrupted 
prosperity.  His  rectorship  will  always  be  remembered  in  the 
long  and  interesting  history  of  the  Parish  of  the  Advent 
for  the  numerous  enrichments  of  its  fabric,  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  beautiful  and  dignified  ritual,  and  for  an  abundant 
spiritual  harvest,  as  evidenced  in  the  greatly  increased  num¬ 
ber  of  communicants  at  its  altars. 

“May  his  soul  rest  in  peace  until  he  is  called  by  the  great 
Shepherd  to  give  good  account  of  his  ministry  in  the  por¬ 
tion  of  the  flock  committed  to  his  charge.” 


1902-1929 


IN  July,  1902,  the  corporation  appointed  a  committee  of 
their  number  '‘to  wait  upon  the  Rev.  James  O.  S.  Hunt¬ 
ington,  of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Cross,  and  to  invite  him 
to  become  Rector  of  the  Advent,  providing  they  are  assured 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  constitution  or  rules  of  the 
Order  inconsistent  with  the  fulfillment  of  the  office.”  At  a 
subsequent  meeting  held  in  September  the  committee  re¬ 
ported  that  the  relation  of  Fr.  Huntington  to  his  Order 
prevented  further  consideration  of  him  as  rector. 

On  November  5  another  committee  which  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  purpose  presented  its  recommendation,  as 
’  a  result  of  which  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  call  to  the 
rectorship  the  Reverend  William  Harman  van  Allen,  Rec¬ 
tor  of  Grace  Church,  Elmira,  New  York.1 

On  Advent  Sunday,  November  30,  1902,  Fr.  van  Allen 
entered  upon  his  duties;  he  was  instituted  as  sixth  Rector 
of  the  Parish  by  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  on  January  25, 
1903,  Feast  of  the  Conversion  of  St.  Paul.  The  new  rector 
found  the  parish  in  far  better  condition  than  that  encoun¬ 
tered  by  his  predecessor  fourteen  years  earlier.  The  mort¬ 
gage  then  existing  upon  the  church  had  been  discharged, 
and  the  church  building  consecrated.  During  Fr.  Frisby’s 
rectorship  the  number  of  communicants  had  increased,  and, 
as  has  been  noted,  the  congregation  had  been  welded  into  a 
harmonious  body,  loyal  to  their  rector  and  firm  in  their 
support  of  the  parish.  The  several  parochial  organizations 

1  Fr.  van  Allen,  a  graduate  of  Syracuse  University  (Ph.B.  1890 
and  Ph.M.  1897)  and  of  Hobart  College  (M.A.  1899),  subsequently 
received  honorary  degrees  of  Doctor  of  Sacred  Theology  (Syracuse, 
1904)  ;  Doctor  of  Humanities  (St.  Stephen’s  College,  1910)  ;  Doctor 
of  Canon  Law  (University  of  Bishop’s  College,  Quebec,  1911)  ;  and 
Doctor  of  Laws  (Alfred  University,  1912). 
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had  been  strengthened,  their  number  had  increased,  and 
they  were  working  efficiently  and  with  enthusiasm.  The 
well-ordered  ritual,  beloved  by  the  parishioners  and  im¬ 
pressive  to  strangers  by  reason  of  its  dignity  and  sincerity, 
was  well  established;  and  the  parish  enjoyed  a  more  sym¬ 
pathetic  relation  with  the  other  parishes  of  the  diocese  than 
had  sometimes  been  the  case  in  former  times. 

Fr.  van  Allen’s  personality  presented  a  striking  contrast 
to  that  of  his  predecessor.  While  no  less  ardent  in  his  zeal 
for  the  upholding  and  advancement  of  the  whole  Catholic 
faith,  he  was  a  vigorous  crusader  for  causes  both  in  and 
outside  of  the  Church  which  he  believed  to  be  of  vital 
importance.  As  is  so  often  the  case  with  men  of  strong 
character,  he  sometimes  expressed,  and  forcefully,  in  the 
pulpit  and  elsewhere,  opinions  on  matters  of  political  import 
in  which  many  of  his  parishioners  could  not  concur;  but 
they  remained  loyal  to  the  rector  whom  they  had  called  to 
lead  them,  recognizing  the  sincerity  of  his  convictions. 

Dr.  van  Allen — as  he  soon  became  known — was  an  om¬ 
nivorous  reader,  and  a  prolific  correspondent.  He  contrib¬ 
uted  frequently  to  the  secular  press,  and  for  some  time 
supplied  a  weekly  column  to  the  Living  Church ,  writing 
over  the  pen  name  '‘Presbyter  Ignotus.”  His  summers  were 
usually  spent  abroad,  where  he  made  many  friends  with 
whom  he  kept  in  touch  through  his  correspondence.  He 
always  maintained  a  deep  attachment  to  England — to  her 
Church  and  to  the  country.  Each  year  the  Feast  of  King 
Charles  the  Martyr  (January  30)  was  commemorated  at 
the  Advent;  upon  the  death  of  King  Edward  VII  a  Solemn 
Mass  of  Requiem  was  offered;  and  the  coronation  of 
George  V  was  publicly  commemorated  in  the  Solemn  High 
Mass  of  the  preceding  Sunday. 

Always  a  strong  and  often  brilliant  preacher,  Dr.  van 
Allen  was  profoundly  stirred  by  the  outbreak  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  war  in  1914;  and  during  the  period  of  the  war  he 
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delivered  what  were  perhaps  the  finest  and  most  forceful 
of  all  his  sermons.  From  the  first  he  lost  no  opportunity 
to  denounce  the  iniquity  of  the  Teutonic  aggression.  In  the 
pulpit,  in  his  weekly  Message  to  the  congregation,  by  letters 
in  the  press,  he  maintained  his  championship  of  the  cause 
of  the  Allies,  even  in  the  face  of  threats  of  personal  violence, 
which  happily  did  not  materialize. 

After  the  sinking  of  the  Titanic  in  March,  1912,  when 
a  Solemn  Mass  of  Requiem  was  celebrated  at  the  Advent  for 
the  repose  of  the  souls  of  those  lost  in  that  terrible  tragedy, 
the  sinking  of  the  Lusitania  at  enemy  hands  in  May,  1915 
was  again  the  occasion  of  a  Solemn  Requiem.  The  sermon 
on  that  occasion,  preached  by  the  rector,  was  one  of  such 
great  power  that  later  it  was  translated  into  French  and 
printed  in  Paris,  for  circulation  in  France.  Again,  in  1917, 
there  was  a  service  of  intercession  for  martyred  Belgium; 
and  in  1920,  a  special  service  in  memory  of  President  Theo¬ 
dore  Roosevelt. 

During  these  years  of  war  the  parish  responded  well  to 
the  leadership  of  its  rector.  A  Red  Cross  Chapter  labored 
unceasingly  to  help  provide  surgical  dressings  and  other 
needed  articles;  and  by  Easter,  1916,  no  less  than  fifty 
“war  orphans”  in  France  were  regularly  being  accorded 
material  and  moral  support  by  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  After  the  entrance  of  our  own  country  into  the  war, 
on  Good  Friday,  1917,  the  parish  not  only  continued  with 
renewed  effort  the  work  already  organized,  but  sent  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  men  from  the  parish  into  the 
armed  services.  Of  this  number  two  lost  their  lives :  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Evans  and  Thomas  D.  McMath.  On  the  Sunday 
after  Armistice  day  (November  17,  1918)  a  Solemn  Mass 
of  Thanksgiving  for  Victory  was  celebrated.  Finally  in 
January,  1919,  the  rector  himself  was  granted  the  six 
months  leave  of  absence  he  requested,  that  he,  too,  might 
serve  abroad  with  the  American  Expeditionary  Force  under 
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the  auspices  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association. 

On  Advent  Sunday  (November  30)  1919,  the  parish 
celebrated  its  seventy-fifth  anniversary.  At  High  Mass  the 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  rector,  and  at  Solemn  Even¬ 
song  the  preacher  was  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese.  During 
Bishop  Lawrence’s  long  and  distinguished  episcopate  the 
parish  was  grateful  for  his  tolerant  and  truly  liberal  spirit, 
and  for  the  cordial  support  and  warm  friendship  for  the 
whole  parish  which  he  so  often  manifested. 

In  his  address  Bishop  Lawrence  dwelt  in  particular  upon 
the  religious  atmosphere  which  had  prevailed  in  Boston 
seventy-five  years  earlier.  “There  was  a  prevailing  habit 
of  worship,”  he  said,  “to  a  great  degree  representing  the 
Tory  spirit  of  the  Church  of  England.  It  was  without 
great  inspiration  or  formality  or  uplift.  It  was  conven¬ 
tional,  cold,  and  the  service  partook  of  a  dulness  that  we 
do  not  realize  today.  There  was  very  little  appreciation  of 
the  history  and  tradition  and  customs  of  the  ancient  Church, 
and  the  sermons  were  only  of  one  stamp.  Naturally  these 
services  did  not  satisfy  all,  and  among  those  who  felt  the 
limitations  were  the  men  and  women  who  met  in  a  hall  on 
Merrimac  Street  seventy-five  years  ago  and  organized  this 
parish. 

“There  was  a  certain  differentiation  from  other  Episco¬ 
pal  churches  in  their  idea  of  worship.  There  was  a  reality 
and  a  heartiness  to  it,  and  of  a  necessity  a  stronger  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  sacramental  principles  and  on  doctrines  of 
faith  which  found  expression  in  symbolic  form  in  various 
ways.  They  were  not  in  sympathy  with  the  dulness  of  the 
service.  Theirs  was  the  service  of  joyous  expression  of  the 
Resurrection  rather  than  emphasis  of  the  Atonement.  The 
symbolism  found  emphasis  in  the  richer  expression  of  the 
altar  and  the  flowers  and  vested  choir.  .  .  .  The  Church 
of  the  Advent  had  the  privilege  of  beginning  its  life 
in  unpopularity,  and  it  was  a  privilege,  as  it  solidified 
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the  parish  in  strength,  courage,  and  conviction.  .  .  .”  2 

On  October  25,1921,  the  rector  celebrated  his  Silver  Ju¬ 
bilee,  it  being  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  ordination 
to  the  sacred  priesthood.  The  commemoration,  which  had 
been  appointed  by  action  of  the  corporation,  took  the  form 
of  a  Solemn  High  Mass  on  the  anniversary  day,  the  cele¬ 
brant  being  the  rector  and  the  preacher  the  Bishop  of 
Fond  du  Lac,  a  former  rector ;  this  service  had  been  preceded 
by  Solemn  Pontifical  Vespers  the  previous  evening. 

During  practically  the  whole  period  of  Dr.  van  Allen’s 
rectorship  of  twenty-seven  years,  the  longest  in  the  history 
of  the  parish,  he  continually  added  to  his  pastoral  duties 
visits  and  the  preaching  of  sermons  in  other  parishes  of 
our  own  as  well  as  in  those  of  other  dioceses.  It  was  not 
unnatural  that  in  time  this  ceaseless  activity,  despite  the 
rest  afforded  by  the  summer  vacations,  should  prove  too 
taxing  for  his  strength;  and  on  March  3,  1929,  he  wrote 
to  the  senior  warden,  stating  that  his  health  had  suffered 
so  much  of  late  that  he  felt  it  clearly  his  duty  to  lay  down 
every  task  possible,  and  resigned  the  rectorship  of  the 
parish. 

Following  his  resignation  Dr.  van  Allen  resided  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Italy.  His  health  steadily  failed,  and  on  August 
23,  1931,  he  died  in  Munich. 

During  Dr.  van  Allen’s  rectorship  important  additions 
to  the  Fabric  and  its  furnishing  were  received,  in  the  form 
of  gifts  and  memorials.  Of  particular  importance  among 
them  were  All  Souls  Chapel;  the  completion  of  the  carv¬ 
ing  in  the  aisles,  the  addition  of  the  clere-story  windows; 
the  screen  of  the  Lady  Chapel ;  the  choir  stalls  and  the  new 
organ  console  in  the  chancel;  the  confessionals,  and  the 
beautiful  Rood,  together  with  additional  vestments,  sacred 
vessels,  and  other  gifts. 

2  The  Living  Church ,  December  13,  1919. 
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IN  July,  1929,  a  call  to  the  rectorate  was  extended  to  the 
Reverend  Julian  D.  Hamlin,  Rector  of  the  Church  of 
St.  John  the  Evangelist  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  Father 
Hamlin  accepted  the  call  and  entered  upon  his  duties  on 
Sunday,  September  29,  1929,  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  and 
All  Angels.  On  Advent  Sunday  he  was  installed  by  Bishop 
Slattery  as  seventh  Rector  of  the  Parish. 

In  the  interim  the  responsibility  for  the  administration 
of  the  parish  had  generously  been  assumed  by  the  Rev. 
Spence  Burton,1  Superior  of  the  Society  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  in  the  United  States,  and  rector  of  the  parish 
in  Bowdoin  Street.  With  the  able  assistance  of  the  Rev. 
William  M.  V.  Hoffman,  Jr.,  also  a  member  of  the  Society, 
the  arduous  task  of  caring  immediately  for  the  increased 
number  of  services  during  the  remainder  of  Lent,  continu¬ 
ing  through  the  ensuing  weeks  and  the  summer  until  Fr. 
Hamlin’s  assumption  of  his  office  in  late  September,  was 
carried  out  with  sympathetic  devotion,  ability,  and  fidelity. 
The  work  of  the  parish  and  its  organizations  continued 
without  interruption  or  derangement,  and  the  invaluable 
services  of  Fr.  Burton  and  his  associates  were  recognized 
by  the  parish  with  deep  gratitude. 

Fr.  Hamlin  took  up  his  residence  with  his  wife  in  the 
rectory  on  Brimmer  Street.  If  there  had  been  reluctance 
on  the  part  of  any  to  depart  from  the  custom  which  obtained 
from  1872  to  1929  that  the  rector  should  be  unmarried,2 

1  Fr.  Burton  was  consecrated  Suffragan  Bishop  of  Haiti  in  a  mem¬ 
orable  service  at  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  on  May  3,  1939.  In  1942 
he  resigned,  to  accept  his  present  office  of  Bishop  of  Nassau,  in  the 
Church  of  England. 

2  Dr.  Croswell  and  Dr.  Bolles  were  married ;  Bishop  Southgate, 
during  the  period  of  his  rectorate,  was  a  widower. 
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surely  it  must  have  been  overcome  by  the  gracious  lady  who 
unobtrusively,  yet  so  effectively  manifested  her  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  parish.3 

From  the  first  Fr.  Hamlin’s  rectorship  was  notable  for 
his  devotion  to  the  spiritual  up-building  of  the  parish,  and 
his  solicitude  for  the  quickening  of  the  social  consciousness 
both  in  the  Christian  Church  and  in  the  world  at  large.  He 
was  a  forceful  preacher,  sincere  and  ardent  in  his  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  whole  Catholic  faith  and  in  his  labors  for 
its  advancement. 

Fr.  Hamlin  assumed  the  duties  of  his  office  just  at  the 
beginning  of  the  depression  which  rendered  more  difficult 
than  ever  the  maintenance  of  the  Church’s  work;  but  he 
never  wavered  in  the  encouragement  of  his  people  to  con¬ 
tinue  liberal  support  of  the  Church’s  activities  in  the  parish, 
in  the  country,  and  in  the  foreign  mission  field.  He  did 
not  regard  the  depression  as  the  occasion  for  retrenchment 
in  things  spiritual  and  in  the  work  of  the  Church,  but 
rather  believed  that  “the  world’s  extremity  is  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  the  Church.” 

In  the  parish  he  encouraged  his  people,  both  by  spoken 
and  written  precept  and  by  personal  example,  to  a  fuller 
practice  of  the  Catholic  life.  He  supported  the  several  guilds 
and  societies  in  their  activities,  and  organized  the  Young 
Peoples’  Fellowship.  Upon  his  recommendation  the  Parish 
Committee  was  created.  While  maintaining  the  regular 
services  of  the  parish  in  all  their  dignity,  beauty,  and  use¬ 
fulness,  he  imbued  them  with  the  spiritual  quality  which 
he  regarded  as  more  essential  than  considerations  of  cere¬ 
monial. 

Between  Fr.  Hamlin  and  Bishop  Sherrill  there  was  a 
strong  mutual  attachment,  for  they  had  been  classmates 

8  Among  the  many  gifts  which  enrich  the  church  the  adoring  fig¬ 
ures  of  the  Christmas  creche  testify  to  Mrs.  Hamlin’s  artistic  taste 
and  generous  interest  in  the  parish. 
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in  boarding-school.  During  Fr.  Hamlin’s  rectorship,  and 
through  the  succeeding  years  continuing  to  the  present  day, 
the  parish  has  been  deeply  grateful  for  Bishop  Sherrill’s 
unfailing  interest  and  for  the  sympathetic  assistance  ren¬ 
dered  by  him  in  so  many  ways. 

Fr.  Hamlin’s  whole  effort  was  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  the  parish  and  his  flock ;  but  this  did  not  preclude 
occasional  visits  to  other  cities,  for  preaching  or  conduct¬ 
ing  retreats,  for  which  his  services  were  frequently  de¬ 
manded.  His  position  and  influence  in  our  own  diocese 
were  important.  His  first  summer  vacation,  in  1930,  he 
passed  in  England,  where  he  attended  the  Anglo-Catholic 
Congress,  and  at  the  Lambeth  Conference  served  as  Chap¬ 
lain  to  the  Bishop  of  Vermont. 

Notable  among  the  services  held  at  the  Advent  on  special 
occasions  were  the  Solemn  Eucharist  and  Procession,  the 
opening  service  of  the  commemoration  by  the  Diocese  of 
the  centenary  of  the  Oxford  Movement;  and  the  service 
of  Solemn  Intercession  for  the  persecuted  Christians  in 
Russia.  Fr.  Hamlin  was  ever  deeply  solicitous  for  the 
welfare  of  the  Russian  Seminary  in  Paris,  which  main¬ 
tained  so  valiant  a  struggle  for  its  existence  following  the 
dast  war. 

At  the  Easter  meeting  of  the  corporation  held  April  2, 
1934,  Fr.  Hamlin  presented  his  resignation  as  rector,  to 
be  effective  as  soon  as  a  successor  could  be  found.  His 
reason  for  this  action  was  that  he  had  never  been  able  to 
adjust  himself  physically  to  the  Boston  climate,  and  to  the 
administrative  demands  of  so  large  a  parish;  and  that  he 
wished  to  spend  a  year  in  sociological  studies  in  England 
and  Russia,  and  in  some  long-delayed  writing. 

Fr.  Hamlin’s  resignation  was  received  and  accepted  with 
great  reluctance  and  deep  regret,  although  it  was  realized 
that  for  some  time  he  had  suffered  acutely  from  a  sinus 
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infection  to  the  relief  of  which  the  Boston  climate  cer¬ 
tainly  was  not  favorable. 

Fr.  Hamlin  laid  down  the  duties  of  his  office  October  14, 
1934.  At  a  farewell  reception  tendered  to  him  by  the  parish 
a  memorial  scroll  was  presented  to  him  in  behalf  of  the 
corporation  and  vestry.  The  memorial,  which  had  been 
written  by  Edward  Kennard  Rand  of  the  corporation,  and 
which  was  read  by  the  author  in  its  original  Latin,  ex¬ 
pressed  in  terms  of  deep  appreciation  and  affection  the 
thanks,  the  love,  and  the  grief  of  the  whole  parish. 

Fr.  Hamlin  took  up  his  residence  in  England,  where  he 
died  December  18,  1937. 


Benjamin  I.  Harrison  of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  General  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York, 
was  ordained  to  the  diaconate  by  the  Bishop  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  May  22,  1931.  He  was  at  once  appointed  a  curate 
at  the  Church  of  the  Advent  by  Fr.  Hamlin,  and  six  months 
later  was  advanced  to  the  sacred  office  of  priest,  continuing 
his  service  to  the  parish. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation  and  the  wardens  and 
vestry  of  the  Advent  held  June  26,  1934,  the  committee 
which  had  been  appointed  to  nominate  a  successor  to  Fr. 
Hamlin,  after  thorough  consideration  and  as  the  result  of 
strong  recommendations  received,  presented  the  name  of 
Fr.  Harrison.  He  was  elected  to  the  rectorship,  and  took 
up  his  duties  on  October  15,  1934.  He  was  installed  by 
Bishop  Sherrill  as  eighth  Rector  of  the  Parish  of  the 
Advent,  on  Advent  Sunday. 

Fr.  Harrison  was  a  scholar  and  preacher  of  marked 
attainments.  His  rectorate  extended  over  a  period  of  only 
a  little  more  than  two  years,  for  in  December,  1936,  he  suf¬ 
fered  a  nervous  breakdown,  and  resigned  the  rectorship. 
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Chief  among  the  memorial  gifts  received  by  the  parish 
during  the  period  covered  by  this  chapter  were  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  House  or  Aumbry  in  the  chancel,  the  statue  of  the 
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Father  Caine  Father  Hamlin  Father  Harrison 

Blessed  Virgin  and  Child  placed  over  the  tabernacle  in  the 
Lady  Chapel,  and  the  new  organ.  The  carved  tympanum  of 
the  south  porch  was  also  completed. 

Following  Fr.  Harrison’s  resignation  the  parish  was 
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fortunate  in  being  able  immediately  to  secure  as  Acting 
Rector  the  Very  Rev.  John  M.  McGann,  D.D.,  sometime 
Dean  of  the  Cathedral  of  the  diocese  of  Western  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  The  parish  was  deeply  grateful  to  Dean  McGann 
for  his  services  during  the  ensuing  weeks,  when  although 
called  upon  to  face  many  difficulties,  he  labored  diligently 
and  efficiently,  both  in  preaching  and  in  pastoral  work. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation  and  vestry  held  Feb¬ 
ruary  16,  1937,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  elect  the  Rev¬ 
erend  Alfred  Newbery,  Rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Atone¬ 
ment  in  Chicago,  to  the  rectorship  of  the  parish.  Fr. 
Newbery  accepted  the  call,  and  preached  his  first  sermon 
at  the  Advent  on  the  Sunday  after  Ascension  Day  (May 
9,  1937). 

Fr.  Newbery  was  well-known  as  one  of  the  foremost 
and  ablest  of  the  Catholic  clergy  in  the  American  Church. 
Graduating  from  Amherst  College  in  1913,  he  served  for 
some  years  as  an  educational  missionary  in  China;  return¬ 
ing  to  this  country  he  was  ordained  deacon  in  1925,  and 
was  advanced  to  the  priesthood  the  following  year.  Two 
years  later  he  was  elected  rector  of  the  Chicago  parish; 
there  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  diocesan  council  and 
of  the  cathedral  chapter,  holding  the  distinguished  service 
cross  awarded  by  the  Bishop  of  Chicago  for  outstanding 
service. 

Fr.  Newbery’s  eloquence  in  the  pulpit  was  well  known, 
but  it  was  as  a  parish  priest  and  as  one  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  social  service  that  his  rectorship  promised  a  significant 
future  for  the  Advent.  A  condition  of  his  acceptance  of  the 
call  to  the  Advent  had  been  the  appointment  of  a  full-time 
Director  of  Religious  Education,  to  carry  out  efficiently  the 
work  implied  in  the  office. 

Fr.  Newbery  remained  at  his  post  through  the  month 
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of  July,  and  early  in  August  went  with  Mrs.  Newbery  and 
their  three  children  to  Newcastle,  New  Hampshire,  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  benefit  of  a  vacation  which  it  appears  he  had  never 
before  permitted  himself  to  enjoy.  On  the  afternoon  of 
the  17th  of  August,  while  he  was  on  his  way  back  to  the 
beach  from  his  hotel  with  an  antiseptic  for  a  cut  on  his 
young  daughter's  foot,  he  suffered  a  heart  attack,  from 
which  he  died  in  two  hours.  His  body  was  taken  to  Newark, 
New  Jersey,  where  the  funeral  services  were  held  in  Grace 
Church  on  the  morning  of  August  21.  At  the  same  hour  a 
Solemn  Mass  of  Requiem  was  sung  at  the  Church  of  the 
Advent. 

The  following  resolution  was  entered  upon  the  records 
of  the  corporation : 

“Resolved,  that  the  death  of  our  Rector,  Rev.  Alfred 
Newbery,  is  an  irreparable  loss  to  the  Parish  of  the  Advent 
and  the  Diocese,  and  a  personal  sorrow  to  the  members  of 
this  Corporation  and  all  who  knew  him. 

“Coming  to  us  in  the  hour  of  need,  he  faced  the  heavy 
burdens  confronting  him  with  tireless  energy  and  cheer¬ 
fulness.  In  three  short  months  he  laid  the  foundation  for 
a  great  and  constructive  work.  His  sympathy,  his  tact,  and 
his  humor  endeared  him  to  all  of  us. 

“He  united  deep  piety  with  practical  wisdom,  and  firm¬ 
ness  of  purpose  with  consideration  for  others. 

“He  was  an  ideal  parish  priest. 

“His  brilliant  abilities  and  unswerving  support  of  the 
Catholic  Faith  had  already  proved  him  a  Rector  worthy  of 
the  high  traditions  of  our  Parish;  and  he  was  recognized 
as  one  who  would  be  a  strong  leader  in  the  Diocese  and  in 
the  community.  .  . 

The  sudden  and  tragic  death  of  Fr.  Newbery  was  a 
severe  blow  to  the  Parish  of  the  Advent.  In  the  few  months 
of  his  rectorship  he  had  demonstrated  the  qualities  which 
promised  a  future  of  continued  upbuilding  of  the  parish 
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and  of  renewed  and  consecrated  effort  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  principles  upon  which  its  foundation  had  been  laid. 


But  the  Divine  Providence  Who  had  blessed  the  work 
of  the  Advent  through  so  many  years  of  its  life,  and  had 
sustained  it  in  the  times  of  its  greatest  need,  again  guided 
the  parish  in  its  happy  choice  of  a  successor  to  the  late 
rector. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation,  wardens  and  vestry 
on  October  11,  1937,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  elect  to 
the  rectorship  the  Very  Reverend  Samuel  Whitney  Hale, 
since  1931  Dean  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  and  a  member  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Diocese  of  Western  New  York. 

Fr.  Hale  had  been  ordained  to  the  sacred  priesthood  by 
Bishop  Cheshire  of  North  Carolina  in  1918.  Previous  to 
his  ordination  he  had  served  in  France  for  six  months  with 
the  American  Field  Service  attached  to  the  French  army; 
following  his  ordination  he  devoted  some  years  to  work  in 
the  rural  mission  field  in  North  Carolina  and  Western 
New  York. 

* 

It  was  by  no  means  easy  for  Fr.  Hale  to  decide  to  accept 
the  call  to  the  Advent,  for  he  was  closely  bound  both  by 
ties  of  personal  affection  for  the  Cathedral  parish,  and  by 
his  loyalty  to  the  important  work  carried  on  there.  But  he 
realized  the  urgency  of  the  call  to  the  Advent,  which  he 
believed  was  one  “to  worship  and  work"  with  the  parish; 
and  the  great  opportunity  for  service  here.  He  accepted 
the  call,  and  coming  to  Boston  with  his  wife  and  three 
children  in  November,  assumed  charge  of  the  parish  on 
Advent  Sunday,  November  28,  1937.  He  was  instituted 
as  tenth  Rector  of  the  Parish  of  the  Advent  on  Passion 
Sunday,  April  3,  1938,  by  Bishop  Sherrill. 

It  is  with  devout  gratitude  that  the  course  of  Fr.  Hale’s 
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rectorship  during  the  past  seven  years  is  recorded.  Coming 
to  the  parish  in  the  hour  of  its  great  need,  he  found  a  parish 
administration  and  a  body  of  communicants  and  worship- 
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pers  eager  to  accord  to  him  their  loyal  support  in  whatever 
he  might  undertake  for  the  advancement  of  the  parish  and 
for  the  strengthening  of  its  position  in  the  diocese  and  in 
the  nation.  With  each  succeeding  year,  in  ever  increasing 
measure,  the  personal  and  reverent  affection  of  his  people 
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has  been  added  to  the  feeling  of  deep  respect  universally 
entertained  for  him  as  a  priest  and  for  his  character  as  a 
man. 

In  the  succeeding  pages  will  be  found  a  record  of  the 
activity  of  the  various  parish  organizations,  as  they  are  at 
present  constituted.  But  this  activity  is  only  the  expression 
of  the  zeal  for  service  encouraged  by  Fr.  Hale’s  constant 
effort  to  arouse  in  his  people  a  realization  of  their  “one 
great  need  to  know,  love,  and  serve  God  better.”  By  the 
earnestness  of  his  preaching — by  the  personal  appeals  in 
the  Weekly  Message  which  constitute  a  never-ceasing  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  spiritual  upbuilding  of  our  daily  lives 
— and  by  the  emphasis  unfailingly  laid  upon  the  great 
service  of  the  Altar  as  the  source  and  maintenance  of  all 
strength — he  has  set  forth  the  ideal  of  a  parish  which 
shall  be  Catholic  not  merely  in  name,  but  in  spirit. 

Prominent  among  the  new  features  of  the  Advent’s  life 
inaugurated  by  Fr.  Hale  are  the  securing  of  a  full  time  di¬ 
rector  of  religious  education,  thus  emphasizing  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  Christian  Education  as  envisioned  by  his  prede¬ 
cessor;  weekly  intercessory  prayer  for  all  in  need  at  the 
Service  of  Help  and  Healing,  and  at  the  daily  offering  of 
the  Holy  Sacrifice ;  encouragement  of  regular  and  generous 
support  of  the  world-wide  mission  of  the  Church;  finally, 
the  acquisition  of  the  much  needed  Parish  House,  due  in 
no  small  measure  to  Fr.  Hale’s  foresight  and  vigorous  sup¬ 
port  of  the  undertaking. 

Fr.  Hale’s  interest  in  youth  has  found  expression  in  the 
activity  of  the  Young  People’s  Fellowship.  The  enthusi¬ 
astic  cooperation  of  Mrs.  Hale  in  this  especially,  must  be 
gratefully  recorded.  She  has  not  only  won  the  deep  and  sin¬ 
cere  regard  of  parishioners  but  has  made  many  a  friend  for 
the  Advent  by  the  warmth  and  charm  of  her  welcome. 

Outside  the  parish  Fr.  Hale’s  qualities  of  leadership  have 
been  gratifyingly  recognized.  The  position  of  confidence 
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and  trust  which  he  holds  in  the  diocese  was  demonstrated 
by  his  election  as  one  of  the  four  clerical  deputies  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Convention  in  1943,  together  with  a  member  of  the 
Advent  corporation  as  one  of  the  four  lay  deputies. 

To  June,  1944,  one  hundred  and  forty  one  men  and  eight¬ 
een  women  of  the  parish  had  entered  the  service  of  their 
country  in  the  present  war.  Each  day  a  candle  is  lighted  at 
the  Prayer  Shrine  for  a  different  member  who  is  remem¬ 
bered  by  name  at  the  offering  of  the  Holy  Sacrifice  the  same 
day.  At  both  early  Masses  on  Sunday  those  remembered 
the  previous  week  are  again  prayed  for,  their  names  being 
read  from  The  Parish  Book  of  Intercession.  This  beautiful 
leather  bound  book,  executed  by  the  Merrymount  Press,  is 
given  by  his  parents  in  memory  of  Lieutenant  Burton 
Wright  Cutler,  United  States  Army  Air  Force,  who  was 
killed  in  action  in  Sardinia,  June  24,  1943,  the  first  parish¬ 
ioner  to  make  the  supreme  sacrifice  in  the  present  war.  It  is 
a  permanent  record  of  the  names  of  parishioners  of  the  Ad¬ 
vent  in  the  service  of  their  country  and  of  others  in  the 
service  for  whom  prayers  have  been  asked.  Fr.  Hale  writes 
each  member  far  enough  in  advance  so  that  even  those  over¬ 
seas  as  well  as  their  families  at  home  may  know  upon  which 
day  he  or  she  is  to  be  prayed  for.  Letters  received  reveal 
that  many  steadfastly  maintain  their  allegiance  to  our  Lord 
and  to  the  principles  for  which  the  Advent  stands. 

The  tragedy  of  the  war  has  weighed  heavily  on  Fr.  Hale’s 
mind  and  heart,  because  of  its  cruel  devastation  of  precious 
lives  and  the  realization  of  its  sinful  causes  for  which  all 
peoples  are  in  some  measure  responsible.  Deeply  conscious 
of  the  need  for  true  penitence  and  the  necessity  for  com¬ 
plete  commitment  to  the  will  of  God,  he  would  have  Church¬ 
men  frankly  face  their  accountability  for  a  future  world 
order  based  on  justice  and  a  common  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men  everywhere. 

After  briefly  reviewing  the  past,  Fr.  Hale  brings  this 
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story  of  one  hundred  years  to  a  fitting  close  by  looking  re¬ 
alistically  to  the  future — The  Next  Hundred  Years. 


Under  the  general  chairmanship  of  a  member  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  Edward  O.  Proctor,  supported  by  a  representative 
committee,  plans  have  been  made  to  celebrate  in  as  worthy 
a  manner  as  possible  the  centennial  of  this  parish  beginning 
on  Advent  Sunday,  December  3,  1944. 


The  Next  Hundred  Years 

“I  thank  my  God  upon  every  remembrance  of  you.” 

These  words  were  St.  Paul’s,  but  they  are  also  mine  as  I 
think  over  the  history  of  our  past  hundred  years.  We  come 
to  our  centennial  with  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  the 
revelation  of  His  grace  in  the  lives  of  those  who  have 
served  this  parish  since  its  foundation.  Here  is  the  record 
of  a  spiritual  achievement  that  is  profoundly  moving.  It 
has  been  the  Way  of  the  Cross  in  parish  and  in  people.  Be¬ 
ginning  with  suffering  and  persecution  faithfully  endured, 
sometimes  stumbling  yet  ever  advancing,  it  is  a  history  of 
many  sorrows  and  many  joys ;  of  failures  repented,  of  vic¬ 
tories  won.  God  has  blessed  this  parish  and  brought  us  to 
this  crowning  year  of  thanksgiving,  praise  and  dedication. 

To  me  your  present  rector,  is  given  the  privilege  of  speak¬ 
ing  briefly  of  the  past,  our  present  task,  and  a  vision  of  the 
future. 

First  of  all  there  is  my  gratitude  for  your  trust  in  me 
which  gave  me  this  great  field  for  my  best  endeavor.  The 
call  to  become  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent  came  to 
a  somewhat  unwilling  spirit.  Happy  in  my  former  work, 
I  underwent  agonizing  weeks  of  honest  search  for  the  will 
of  God.  What  lifted  the  fog  of  uncertainty  and  convinced 
me  of  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  the  realization  that 
the  Advent,  calling  me  with  an  urgency  hard  to  resist,  had 
always  been  a  parish  that  steadfastly  upheld  the  same 
Catholic  Faith  which  claimed  my  loyalty.  Here  was  a  parish 
that  had  suffered  for  the  truths  I  believed  in.  Flere  were 
people  uncompromisingly  devoted  to  the  same  position  to 
which  I  was  committed. 

In  this  parish  the  first  concern  was  to  worship  God  in  the 
beauty  of  holiness.  To  put  edification  of  man  in  the  place 
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of  the  adoration  of  God  is  to  forget  the  end  for  which  we 
are  made.  Those  who  determined  its  direction  and  estab¬ 
lished  its  emphases  were  never  concerned  with  ceremonial 
as  an  end  in  itself,  but  they  saw  clearly  and  intended  that 
others  should  see  that  our  first  privilege  and  obligation  is  to 
offer  all  that  we  are  and  have  to  God  in  union  with  our 
Lord’s  perfect  self-offering  in  the  Church’s  central  act  of 
worship,  the  Eucharistic  Sacrifice.  This  legacy  of  the  full 
traditional  richness  of  Catholic  worship  carries  with  it  a 
challenge;  it  must  never  degenerate  into  empty  formalism. 

I  wish  I  might  have  known  those  in  the  past — priests  and 
people — who  stood  firm  for  the  faith  and  won  the  day.  It 
means  much  to  me  to  speak  of  one  I  did  know.  When  I 
came,  the  senior  warden  was  George  Peabody  Gardner. 
The  record  of  his  long  and  devoted  service  to  the  parish, 
covering  nearly  half  a  century,  is  related  elsewhere.  A  man 
of  wide  interests  and  conspicuous  achievements  in  the  world 
of  affairs,  where  his  integrity  and  high  principles  were 
felt,  he  was  a  Christian  gentleman,  always  courteous, 
ever  self-forgetful.  His  personal  gifts,  time  and  resources 
he  poured  out  in  full  measure  to  the  parish  and  to  many 
causes  which  benefited  his  fellowmen.  With  unfailing  reg¬ 
ularity  Mr.  Gardner  came  to  the  altar  early  every  Sunday 
morning  until  his  health  broke;  after  that  he  came  to  the 
Lady  Chapel  each  week  to  receive  our  Lord  from  the  re¬ 
served  Sacrament,  reluctantly  foregoing  his  accustomed 
habit  of  receiving  the  Sacrament  fasting.  In  thinking  of 
him  and  other  devoted  laymen  one  is  reminded  of  a  vital 
truth  to  which  this  parish  has  borne  consistent  witness, 
“The  right  relation  between  prayer  and  conduct  is  not  that 
conduct  is  supremely  important  and  prayer  may  help  it; 
but  prayer  is  supremely  important  and  conduct  tests  it.”  1 

We  are  grateful  that  this  broad  Christian  principle  of 
the  right  relation  between  prayer  and  conduct  found  ex- 

1  The  Most  Reverend  William  Temple,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
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pression  in  other  ways,  as  laid  down  by  the  founders  of  this 
parish.  For  example,  the  Advent  has  always  had  free  pews. 
Discrimination  in  God's  House  because  of  such  man-made 
distinctions  as  financial  status,  or  race,  is  entirely  foreign 
to  the  Catholic  nature  of  the  Church.  Therefore,  people  of 
different  races  have,  at  the  Advent,  always  felt  at  home  as 
members  of  a  worshipping  community.  In  the  Mystical 
Body  of  Christ  the  laity  as  well  as  the  clergy  have  their  in¬ 
dispensable  participation  in  the  only  offering  perfect  in 
God’s  sight,  the  one,  true,  pure,  immortal  sacrifice. 

Turning  from  our  heritage  of  the  past  to  the  present 
and  the  future,  your  present  rector  gratefully  records  that 
unhappy  relations  with  episcopal  authority  no  longer  exist. 
As  a  parish  we  have  the  good  will,  trust  and  help  of  our 
diocesan  bishops.  Indeed  no  rector  could  wish  for  a  more 
cordial  understanding  than  that  which  the  late  Bishop 
Lawrence  and  our  present  Diocesan,  Bishop  Sherrill,  have 
again  and  again  manifested.  We  enter  upon  our  second 
one  hundred  years,  then,  with  widespread  good  will,  for 
our  bishop  reflects  and  reinforces  a  general  attitude  in  the 
diocese. 

Furthermore  we  are  better  equipped  than  ever  before  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  day.  The  new  parish  house  is  in 
constant  use  and  is  the  means  of  developing  what  promises 
to  be  of  increasing  significance — Christian  Education,  with 
a  full-time  director.  In  this  connection  there  is  planned  a 
series  of  Advent  Papers  which  we  venture  to  hope  may 
bring  a  clear  and  accurate  account  of  the  Catholic  position 
of  the  Anglican  Communion  to  many  Americans  who  are 
quite  unaware  of  its  existence.  These  are  being*  published 
under  the  direction  of  an  able  editorial  board.  The  first 
one,  written  by  a  professor  of  psychology  at  Harvard,2  has 
already  been  published  and  well  received. 

2  Gordon  W.  Allport,  Professor  of  Psychology  and  chairman  of 
the  Department  at  Harvard. 
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This  growing  emphasis  on  Christian  Education  suggests 
what  we  are  most  concerned  about,  namely,  the  future  of 
the  Church  in  the  new  world.  These  words  are  being  writ¬ 
ten  while  scores  of  our  parishioners  are  away  from  home 
participating  in  a  desperate  world  struggle  which  staggers 
the  imagination  and  drives  us  all  perforce  to  Him  Who 
alone  can  heal  ghastly  wounds  and  bring  peace  out  of  chaos. 
Christians  of  every  name  face  the  prodigious  task  of  estab¬ 
lishing,  under  God,  a  new  world  order,  involving  vast  and 
complicated  issues.  That  the  Anglican  Communion,  as  a 
free  and  democratic  branch  of  the  Catholic  Church,  has  a 
mission  to  fulfill  in  this  enterprise,  we  firmly  believe. 

Basic  to  a  regenerated  world  is  a  regenerate  people. 
What  has  Anglican  Catholicism  to  offer  ?  An  example  out 
of  this  parish  is  interesting  and  pertinent.  Early  in  1943 
there  met  at  the  Advent  rectory  a  group  of  ten  leaders  of 
our  Church  to  consider  the  relevance  of  the  Catholic  Re¬ 
ligion  to  some  of  the  desperate  needs  of  our  day.  The  group 
consisted  of  two  specialists  in  religious  education,  the  head 
of  the  department  of  psychology  in  a  leading  university,  a 
professor  of  philosophy  in  the  same  university,  a  consulting 
psychologist,  the  Superior  of  a  Religious  Order  for  women 
with  wide  experience  in  social  relations,  the  psychiatrist-in¬ 
chief  of  a  well-known  mental  hospital,  and  three  priests — 
all  convinced  Catholics.  During  the  meeting  it  was  revealed 
that  not  one  of  the  group  had  been  brought  up  a  Catholic 
— a  testimony  to  the  compelling,  magnetic  power  of  free 
Catholicism  in  answer  to  deep  personal  needs.  Yet  none  of 
the  group  would  be  guilty  of  the  wrong  belief  that  the 
Catholic  Religion  is  true  because  it  works.  Rather,  it  works 
because  it  is  true.  All  agreed  that  it  is  a  God-given  therapy 
for  a  sick  world,  a  therapy  at  once  personal  and  social. 

The  task  of  our  parish  in  a  sick  world  must  be  seen  in 
relation  to  that  movement  of  which  it  has  been  a  conspicu¬ 
ous  pioneer  in  New  England — the  Catholic  Revival  in  the 
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Anglican  Communion  which  originated  in  Oxford  in  1833. 
The  Oxford,  or  Tractarian  Movement,  as  it  was  then 
called,  was  passionately  concerned  with  bringing  souls  to 
Christ — Incarnate,  Crucified,  Risen  and  Ascended,  and 


The  Pulpit 


living  in  His  Body  the  Church.  The  spiritual  life  at  that 
time  was  at  a  low  ebb.  It  is  said  that  less  than  a  dozen  per¬ 
sons  received  the  Blessed  Sacrament  on  Easter  Day  1800  in 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  London.3  The  Tractarians  began  the 
Catholic  Movement  not  as  a  man-made  attempt  to  change 

8  Today  as  many  persons  as  that  are  found  daily  at  many  hundreds 
of  our  altars. 
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the  Anglican  Communion  into  a  Catholic  Church  (an  im¬ 
possibility  in  the  nature  of  the  case)  but,  profoundly  con¬ 
vinced  that  their  Church  already  was  Catholic,  they  pro¬ 
claimed  her  full  Catholic  heritage  and  thus  sought  to  imple¬ 
ment  her  God-given  powers  for  the  redemption  of  society. 
Her  Catholicism  was  not  something  added  to  the  Christian 
faith  but  was  based  on  Holy  Scripture,  “as  the  sufficient  sum¬ 
mary  of  all  saving  truth,”  interpreted  with  the  mind  of  the 
undivided  Church  which  our  Lord  promised  would  be 
guided  by  His  Holy  Spirit  into  all  truth  and  as  set  forth 
by  the  Vincentian  Canon — “That  alone  is  to  be  accounted 
truly  Catholic  which  has  been  believed  everywhere,  always 
and  by  all.”  Bishop  Ken,  in  his  last  will  and  testament, 
stated  his  allegiance  to  “The  Holy  Catholic  and  Apostolic 
Faith  professed  by  the  whole  Church  before  the  division  of 
the  East  and  West.  More  particularly  the  Communion  of 
the  Church  of  England  as  it  stands  distinguished  from  all 
Papal  and  Puritan  innovations.” 

The  Catholic  Movement,  indwelt  as  it  was  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  brought  many  people  to  the  Sacraments.  Increas¬ 
ingly,  the  devout  understood  the  true  nature  of  the  Sacra¬ 
ments  to  be  not  mere  devotional  luxuries  but  God  given 
meat  and  drink  of  the  life  in  Christ.  Their  transforming 
and  nourishing  power  comes  from  their  objectivity  as 
actual  pledges  and  means  which  God  Himself  uses.  They 
are  spiritual  realities  whether  or  not  people  subjectively 
feel  them;  morally  conditioned  to  be  sure,  by  human  re¬ 
sponse,  never  our  creation  but  always  His. 

Along  with  the  recovery  of  the  full  Catholic  heritage  an¬ 
other  neglected  truth  was  restored — the  priestly  tradition. 
The  earlier  Evangelical  Revival  had  recaptured  the  pro¬ 
phetic  tradition.  In  Catholicism  alone  these  two  valid  Chris¬ 
tian  traditions  are  united.  It  is  vain  to  attempt  to  divide 
Christ’s  religion  into  opposed  elements,  the  prophetic  and 
the  priestly,  for  they  are  combined  once  and  for  all  in  the 
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person  of  our  Lord.  The  priestly  element,  or  sacrifice, 
stands  for  the  truth  that  sin  is  more  than  a  series  of  wrong 
choices,  and  that  more  than  human  will  power  is  needed  to 
cure  it.  Sin  is  a  spiritual  disease.  Divine  intervention  is 
needed  for  souls  who  are  unable  to  accomplish  their  own 
salvation  by  responding  to  the  stern  message  of  the 
prophets.4 

If  Protestant  thought  has  exalted  the  prophetic  at  the 
expense  of  the  priestly,  and  if  the  Catholic  churches  have 
sometimes  exalted  the  priestly  at  the  expense  of  the  pro¬ 
phetic,  Catholics  might  do  much  to  restore  a  right  propor¬ 
tion.  While  upholding  the  priestly  element  we  could  and 
should  have  a  zeal  for  souls,  proclaim  personal  conversion, 
and  give  ourselves  fully  to  the  world  wide  mission  of  the 
Church.  Catholics  of  the  Episcopal  Church  have  not,  on 
the  whole,  been  zealous  in  setting  forth  the  Evangelical 
elements  of  the  Gospel.  As  we  begin  our  new  century  in 
this  parish,  I  crave  for  us  complete  allegiance  to  the  whole 
Gospel  of  our  blessed  Lord  as  befits  us  who  love  the  name  of 
Catholic  with  its  inclusive  implications. 

As  the  Oxford  Movement  developed,  another  aspect 
emerged — a  social  conscience.  Men  like  Bishop  Gore  and 
Canon  Scott  Holland  helped  awaken  the  church  to  the 
conviction  that  “the  power  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  Spirit 
is  the  solution  to  social  wrongs ;  the  one  and  only  hope  that 
the  Kingdoms  of  this  world  may  become  the  Kingdoms  of 
our  Lord  and  His  Christ.” 

The  full  power  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  general  and 
the  Anglican  in  particular  to  penetrate  with  healing  the 
roots  of  the  social  order  has  yet  to  be  fully  demonstrated. 
Anglican  Catholicism,  free  and  democratic  has,  we  believe, 
a  potential  power  as  enormous  as  it  is  unique.  In  this 

4  For  this  paragraph  I  am  largely  indebted  to  Fr.  Joseph  Barker, 
C.R.,  author  of  Sacrificial  Priesthood ,  pp.  10-11  (Dacre  Press,  West¬ 
minster). 
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branch  of  the  Church  there  has  been  preserved  a  balance 
between  authority  and  freedom  which  the  democratic  peo¬ 
ples  of  the  West  instinctively  value.  Her  liturgy  derives 
from  the  ages  of  Catholic  life,  is  God-centered,  objective, 
both  deeply  personal — directed  to  man’s  need  of  redemption 
— and  widely  social  in  its  implications.  Preeminently  in  the 
Eucharist  all  the  great 
realities  proclaimed  by  the 
Gospel  come  to  life,  oper¬ 
ate  as  spiritual  power  and 
are  transmitted  into  the 
very  stuff  of  life.  What¬ 
ever  comes  out  of  this  war, 
tragic  events  have  patently 
demonstrated  the  futility 
of  attempting  to  redeem 
a  social  order  without  re¬ 
deemed  individuals,  just 
as  any  religion  that  does 
not  meet  the  test  of  con¬ 
duct  and  issue  in  social 
action  is  unreal  at  its 
heart. 

As  together  we  of  the 
Advent  face  the  future,  I 

see  another  task  God  has  given  us.  We  cannot  be  indifferent 
to  our  responsibility  for  the  appalling  sin  of  disunity  among 
Christians  and  the  pressing  need  of  confronting  a  divided 
world  with  a  united  Church.  We  believe  that  God  has 
given  the  Anglican  Communion  a  conspicuous  role  in  heal¬ 
ing  the  wounds  of  Christ’s  Body.  As  Catholics  we  are 
convinced  with  Bishop  Brent  that  there  are  no  short  cuts 
to  unity.  We  take  our  stand  with  that  great  Apostle  of 
Unity  when  he  said,  “Church  Unity  must  not  be  limited; 
it  must  be  something  so  tremendous  as  to  be  above  and  be- 
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yond  all  concrete  conceptions  we  may  be  able  to  give  to  it; 
it  must  include  the  whole  Christian  Church  .  .  .  Any  pan- 
Protestant  movement  that  is  inaugurated  should  be  inaugu¬ 
rated  with  reference  to  the  balance  of  the  Church  which  is 
Catholic.”  “In  the  end”  said  the  Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury/’  “the  reunion  of  the  Church  will  not  be  fabricated  by 
us  at  all ;  it  will  be  the  work  of  God  resulting  from  a  deeper 
devotion  in  all  parts  of  the  Church,  and  all  members  of  all 
parts  of  the  Church,  to  the  one  Lord  of  the  Church.  It  is 
not  through  skill  in  negotiation,  but  through  deeper  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  Lord  Himself  that  we  may  hope  in  the  end  to 
be  brought  into  that  full  unity  which  corresponds  to  the 
Unity  of  God  and  His  purpose  for  His  people.” 

At  this  glorious  milestone  of  our  parish  life  and  at  this 
crucial  moment  of  world  history  I  would  make  our  own 
certain  noble  words  I  was  privileged  to  hear  at  the  centen¬ 
nial  of  that  Movement5  6  of  which  we  are  a  part : 

“In  the  purpose  of  God  civilization  as  we  have  known  it  may 
not  be  meant  to  be  saved.  The  Church  is  finally  bound  up  with 
no  civilization  and  tethered  to  no  secular  order.  It  exists  to  serve 
the  glory  of  God — that  only.  But  the  glory  of  God  is  disclosed 
in  his  kingdom.  And  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  not  only  the  treas¬ 
ure  of  the  individual  soul,  but  a  society — an  order  of  personal 
relations.  That  order  has  been  brought  from  heaven  to  earth  by 
the  Incarnation  of  God  himself  within  our  human  nature:  and 
the  Church,  the  fellowship  of  his  Spirit,  is  set  in  the  world  to  be 
the  embodiment  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  .  .  .  The  Church  with 
only  too  fatal  ease  can  become  absorbed  in  the  aim  of  maintaining 
itself  as  an  institution  in  the  world  alongside  and  external  to 
other  institutions — as  though  God  were  merely  the  head  of  the 
ecclesiastical  interests  in  the  world.  Or  the  function  of  the  Church 

5  The  Most  Reverend  William  Temple  before  the  Canterbury  Con¬ 
ference,  July  1943. 

6  From  a  sermon,  “The  Divine  Society,”  preached  in  the  University 
Church  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  Oxford,  by  a  Religious  (Father 
Talbot,  the  Superior  of  the  Community  of  the  Resurrection),  on  Fri¬ 
day,  July  14,  1933,  being  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Assize 
Sermon  preached  by  John  Keble. . 
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may  be  conceived  as  that  of  supplying  satisfactory  expressions  for 
the  religious  feelings  of  those  who  happen  to  have  them.  But  the 
object  which  the  Church  is  called  to  present  to  men’s  faith  and  first 
allegiance  is  the  God  whose  will  constitutes,  and  whose  purpose 
penetrates,  every  order  of  created  being  .  .  . 

.  .  .  “Man  is  made  to  worship  God,  and  chaos  is  come  again 
in  his  soul  and  in  his  society  if  he 
forgoes  his  citizenship  in  the  spiritual 
order. 

.  .  .  “If  Christendom  is  to  be 
built,  however  imperfectly,  it  must 
find  again  a  spiritual  unity  in  a  faith 
in  what  alone  is  absolute,  and  a 
worship  of  what  alone  can  embrace 
and  transcend  all  other  loyalties  .  .  . 

The  Church  is  not  only  to  proclaim, 
but,  in  anticipation  of  its  fulfilment, 
to  be  the  Kingdom  of  God  upon 
earth  to  unite  the  men  of  all  nations 
under  a  rule  both  absolute  and  free, 
because  it  is  the  rule  of  the  eternal 
love  of  God.  Citizenship  of  that 
Kingdom  is  ours — if  only  we  will 
repent  and  believe  and  purify  our 
lives  under  the  law  of  Christ  and  the 
power  of  the  Spirit  .  .  .  Many 
loyalties  claim  us,  and  rightly;  but 
we  shall  betray  them  all  unless  in  serving  them  we  are  mastered  by 
our  allegiance  to  Christ  and  the  City  of  God.  Broken,  indeed,  is 
the  witness  of  the  Church  to  the  Divine  Society  by  the  sin  of  its 
disunion  and  the  worldliness  of  its  members.  But  in  faith  and 
will  we  are  to  cleave  to  it,  prizing  in  our  own  Church  not  first 
what  is  peculiar  to  England,  nor  what  binds  it  to  the  State  or  to  a 
social  system  which  is  passing  away — that  were  to  defraud  the 
nation  of  what  it  most  needs — but  prizing  first  what  in  it  pro¬ 
claims  the  universal  Church,  what  is  common  to  all  times  and  all 
places,  what  passes  the  frontiers  of  all  nations  and  all  races,  what 
discloses  God’s  eternal  order.  For  truly  men  can  only  find  liberty 
and  honour  and  fellowship  in  the  Jerusalem  which  is  above — 
which  is  free  and  the  mother  of  us  all.” 
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This  parish  under  God,  has  been  a  radiant  influence  for 
one  hundred  years  in  the  revival  of  Catholic  faith  and  prac¬ 
tice,  and  will  not  waver.  For  this  we  give  thanks  to  God. 
We  honor  all  who  have  served  the  movement  in  our  midst 
and  we  humble  ourselves  in  penitence  for  our  own  sins 
and  negligences. 

May  God  give  us  the  courage,  the  faith,  and  the  intelli¬ 
gence  to  renew  our  consecration  to  the  service  of  Christ  in 
His  Church  that  we  may,  in  the  days  ahead,  do  our  part  to 
bring  all  men  to  the  knowledge  of  God. 


Whitney  Hale 


The  Laity  of  the  Parish 

1844-1894 

MANY  of  the  worthies  of  the  Advent/'  it  has  been 
said,  “were  men  of  great  character,  who  would 
have  been  of  note  anywhere,  many  good  and  holy  men,  but 
many  with  strong  wills,  distinctive  peculiarities  and  more 
or  less  difficult  tempers — a  headstrong,  lively  team  for  the 
control  of  any  incumbent! 

“The  venerable  Richard  H.  Dana  was  one  of  the  wisest 
of  men,  sensitive  and  fastidious,  exacting  in  taste.  His  son, 
Richard  H.  Dana,  2nd,  of  those  days  was  a  man  of  peculiar 
reserve,  a  devout  churchman  and  yet  of  sturdy  inde¬ 
pendence. 

“Judge  Metcalf  was,  of  all  the  founders,  perhaps,  the 
surest  staff  and  stay  for  the  rector,  sweet  and  round, 
steady  and  serene. 

“Dr.  William  Edward  Coale  was  the  heart  of  the  enter¬ 
prise.  A  Baltimorean,  he  lived  here  in  the  North,  with  a 
readiness  that  was  never  chilled  by  our  less  cordial  atmos- 
•  phere,  and  gave  out  his  whole  nature  for  the  cause  which 
he  loved,  as  indeed  he  did  to  all  humanity  with  which  he 
came  in  contact.  His  prescriptions  for  the  poor  were  always 
supplemented  by  those  which  he  himself  supplied,  of  needed 
soup  or  meat  or  fruit.  His  hospitality  was  unbounded.  His 
laugh  and  cordial  voice  were  as  cheery  as  his  responses  in 
the  service  were  inspiring.  With  his  head  thrown  back  and 
his  broad  breast  inflated,  how  the  accents  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving  rolled  sonorously  from  his  mouth — the  lips 
long  silent  now  that  were  so  tender  and  true!  One  of  the 
first  solemn  funerals,  accompanied  by  the  white-robed 
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choir,  was  that  of  Dr.  Coale,  when  they  marched  singing 
to  his  grave,  through  the  paths  of  Mt.  Auburn. 

“Mr.  William  F.  Otis  was  a  warm  friend  and  supporter 
of  Dr.  Croswell,  loved  him  with  more  than  a  brother's  love, 
and  gave  the  infant  enterprise  the  value  of  his  great  name 
and  high  character. 

“The  Dales,  William  and  Theron,  both  sweet  singers 
and  zealous  parishioners,  were  of  the  early  band.  Mr. 
Peter  Wainwright,  the  man  of  inflexible  honesty,  dignity, 
intense  Anglicanism  and  earnest  piety,  was  a  pillar  through 
many  years.  Mr.  Henry  M.  Parker’s  memory  is  enshrined 
as  that  of  a  sweet  saint.  > 

“Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck’s  praise  is  in  all  the  churches. 
His  enormous  liberality  knew  no  bounds,  nor  did  his  un¬ 
wearying  feet  fail  to  carry  him  daily  to  the  sanctuary  he 
loved  so  well,  and  with  which  his  name  is  more  closely  and 
justly  associated  than  that  of  any  other  layman.  His  gifts 
to  the  Church  of  the  Advent  mounted  into  the  hundreds  of 
thousands.  N.  Austin  Parks,  the  accomplished  scholar; 
Joseph  Burnett,  the  courtly  gentleman;  Frederick  H. 
Stimpson,  practical,  ‘business-like  and  methodical,  so  long 
the  parish  treasurer;  Charles  F.  Shimmin,  Horatio  Big¬ 
elow,  Charles  K.  Cobb,  John  P.  Tarbell,  Judge  Redfield, 
Dr.  Frederick  S.  Ainsworth,  Charles  H.  Joy,  Dr.  William 
E.  Townsend,  were  among  the  incorporators.”  1 

To  the  foregoing  list  the  author  of  the  article  adds  the 
names  of  other  parishioners,  most  of  them  members  of  the 
corporation  at  one  time  or  another,  who  were  then  living 
and  who  had  “done  good  service.”  Among  them  were  “the 
eminent  lawyer,  Causten  Browne,”  afterward  identified  with 
the  Church  of  the  Messiah ;  Dr.  Samuel  Eliot,  ex-president 
of  Trinity  College;  William  S.  Eaton,  J.  Montgomery 
Sears,  John  L.  Gardner,  and  Francis  V.  Parker,  all  de¬ 
voted  members  of  the  parish;  Charles  P.  Gardiner,  who 

1  The  Boston  Herald ,  Dec.  2,  1894,  op.  cit. 
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was  deeply  interested  in  the  music  of  the  church;  Edward 
N.  Perkins,  junior  warden  for  eighteen  years,  and  Robert 
Codman,  senior  warden  at  the  time  of  the  fiftieth  anni¬ 
versary;  Francis  I.  Amory,  a  member  of  the  corporation 
for  over  thirty-seven  years;  and  Thomas  Nelson,  a  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  parish. 


1894-1944 

The  loyal  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  parish  upon 
the  part  of  so  many  of  its  laymen  makes  it  appear  in¬ 
vidious  to  make  special  mention  of  a  few;  and  yet  the  con¬ 
spicuous  service  rendered  by  some  of  them,  who  have  since 
passed  on  to  their  reward,  calls  for  such  special  comment. 
Among  them  are  William  H.  C.  Copeland,  for  thirty-seven 
years  the  efficient  clerk  of  the  parish;  PYancis  W.  Hunne- 
well,  for  eight  years  junior  and  for  sixteen  years  senior 
warden,  a  munificent  benefactor  and  ever  a  strong  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  rector ;  Erving  Winslow,  earnest  in  his  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  Catholic  faith,  who  recorded  much  of  importance 
for  the  information  of  present  and  future  generations; 
Leverett  S.  Tuckerman,  for  twenty  years  a  faithful  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  corporation;  Harold  Jefferson  Coolidge,  devoted 
clerk  of  the  parish  for  seventeen  years,  to  whose  generous 
bequest  we  owe  our  beautiful  organ;  Robert  T.  Walker, 
who  did  so  much  in  the  training  of  the  servers  and  acolytes, 
the  founder  of  the  National  Order  of  St.  Vincent;  Joseph 
Grafton  Minot,  a  nephew  of  the  fourth  rector  of  the 
parish,  for  fourteen  years  its  faithful  clerk,  and  for 
nearly  a  like  period  junior  warden;  George  Oliver  George 
Coale,  son  of  one  to  whose  efforts  the  founding  of  the 
parish  is  largely  due,  a  staunch  Catholic  and  a  devout 
churchman;  Frederick  S.  Moseley,  a  generous,  loyal  and 
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devoted  parishioner;  and  finally  George  Peabody  Gardner 
— a  member  of  the  corporation  for  nearly  fifty  years,  a 
warden  for  thirty-eight,  and  faithful  treasurer  of  the 
parish  for  twenty-five  years, — a  wise  adviser,  a  devout  and 
constant  communicant,  and  a  generous  supporter  of  the 
parish  and  of  the  rector  in  his  every  interest  and  respon¬ 
sibility. 

All  these,  and  many  others,  in  their  'time  rendered  de¬ 
voted  service  to  the  parish  in  the  furtherance  of  its  aims, 
and  in  their  loyal  support  of  the  rector,  being  ever  mindful 
of  the  material  and  spiritual  needs  of  the  parish  and  earnest 
in  their  efforts  to  promote  their  every  interest. 

Nor  may  we  leave  unrecorded  the  faithful  service  given 
through  all  these  years  by  the  women  of  the  parish.  Labor¬ 
ing  unceasingly  for  its  welfare,  and  without  the  recogni¬ 
tion  of  official  position,  they  have  willingly  assumed  and 
with  consecrated  zeal  discharged  the  responsibilities  of 
active  work  in  many  fields.  Some  of  the  organizations  in 
these  fields  will  be  given  more  extended  notice  in  succeed¬ 
ing  pages. 

We  are  also  grateful  to  the  Sisters  of  the  Society  of  St. 
Margaret,  who  during  the  past  seventy  years  and  more 
have  ministered  to  the  poor  and  needy  in  our  midst,  the 
sick  and  the  sorrowing;  who  have  taught  in  our  Church 
School,  have  aided  in  making  our  altars  beautiful  by  their 
handiwork,  and  have  assured  the  care  of  our  vestments 
and  sacred  vessels.  Their  devoted  service  to  the  parish 
has  brought  fulfillment  and  blessing  throughout  the  years. 


The  Holy  Rood 
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The  Development  of  Choral  Worship 


AT  the  time  the  Parish  of  the  Advent  was  founded 
church  music  in  this  country  was  at  a  low  ebb;  the 
same  observation  may  justly  be  applied  to  conditions  in 
the  mother  country.  Congregational  singing,  cultivated  so 
assiduously  by  William  Billings  and  his  contemporaries  in 
the  Congregational  churches  during  preceding  decades,  had 
become  dominated  and  partly  supplanted  by  the  quartet 
choir,  which  despite  whatever  advantages  it  may  have 
possessed  rendered  difficult  that  impersonal  association  of 
the  music  with  the  liturgy  which  is  a  sine  qua  non  of  Catho¬ 
lic  worship. 

It  was  natural  that  at  first  the  music  of  the  services 
should  have  been  entrusted  to  a  mixed  quartet;  but  it  was 
providential  that  this  quartet  comprised  devout  members 
of  the  parish,  who  not  only  provided  the  musical  service 
on  Sundays,  but  for  some  years  continued  to  sing  at  the 
daily  offices  as  well.1  That  the  music  sung  must  have  been 
comparatively  simple,  is  probable;  but  it  is  recorded  that 
the  canticles  were  sung  to  the  ancient  Gregorian  melodies, 
and  that  the  chanting  of  the  Psalms  to  the  same  system 
soon  took  the  place  of  the  metrical  versions  of  the  Psalms, 
which  for  a  time  were  almost  the  only  variety  of  hymns 
either  employed  or  authorized  by  the  Church. 

1  The  members  of  the  original  quartet,  organized  in  1845  if  not 
actually  earlier,  were  Miss  Mary  Hooper,  Miss  Almira  Tarbell,  Mr. 
Theron  Dale,  and  Dr.  William  Dale. 
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The  parish  records  fail  to  make  clear  the  identity  of  the 
organists  of  the  earlier  years,  or  their  respective  tenure  of 
office.  It  is  recorded,  however,  that  in  October,  1845  Mr. 
L.  P.  Hamer  was  engaged,  at  the  munificent  salary  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum!  The  members  of  the 
quartet  gave  their  services  voluntarily.  Mr.  Hamer  was 
succeeded  in  1846  by  Mr.  Southard,  and  it  was  voted  to 
purchase  an  organ  at  an  expense  of  $350.  The  first  organ 
had  been  one  of  which  the  use  was  offered  by  the  rector 
in  1844;  both  must  have  been  what  were  known  as  melo- 
deons,  harmoniums,  or  “cabinet  organs” ;  but  they  sufficed 
for  the  simple  demands  of  accompaniment. 

It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  the  devoted  and  self-sacrificing 
efforts  of  the  quartet  choir  and  the  organist  were  not  un¬ 
appreciated;  at  the  Easter  meeting*  of  the  corporation  in 
1848  the  organist  and  choir  were  commended  “for  their 
example  in  services  gratuitously,  cheerfully  and  acceptably 
rendered  at  the  daily  as  well  as  weekly  worship  of  the 
Church  during  the  past  year” ;  and  they  were  “earnestly 
requested  to  persevere  in  their  efforts  to  restore  the  ancient 
ecclesiastical  harmonies.”  The  following  year  grateful 
appreciation  was  again  expressed  of  “the  successful  efforts 
of  the  choristers,  organist  and  choir  to  elevate  the  stand¬ 
ards  of  Catholic  music”  in  the  city.  It  was  further  voted 
that  these  efforts  be  seconded  by  encouraging  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  for  purchase  of  a  new  organ,  and  what  was  even  more 
significant,  that  “in  pursuance  of  the  same  laudable  object 
and  to  ensure  permanency  and  increased  efficiency  to  the 
present  character  of  the  music  the  Chorister  be  authorized 
to  employ,  at  the  expense  of  the  Parish,  the  services  of  a 
teacher  to  drill  selected  boys  of  the  Parish  in  the  rudiments 
of  music,  under  his  direction.”  Here  was  the  first  step 
toward  the  formation  of  the  “boy  choir”  which  in  its  later 
development  was  to  bring  such  fame  to  the  Church  of  the 
Advent,  and  to  serve  as  one  of  the  first  choirs  of  this  char- 
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acter  to  be  organized  in  the  country,  and  the  first  in  the 
city  of  Boston.2 

In  1848  the  exchange  of  the  organ  for  another  had  been 
approved;  three  years  later  there  is  mention  of  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  Theron  Dale  (a  member  of  the  original  quartet) 
as  organist.  At  this  time  Dr.  F.  E.  Oliver,  the  author  of 
the  Sketch  and  a  member  of  the  corporation,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  “to  raise  a  choir  and  direct  it.”  Probably  he  served 
also  as  organist  until  1852,  when  Henry  Stephen  Cutler, 
Mus.  Doc.,  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  organist  and 
choirmaster. 

For  many  years  a  feature  of  the  choral  worship  in  the 
English  cathedrals  had  been  the  division  of  the  choir  into 
two  sections,  each  complete  in  its  representation  of  the 
four  voices,  and  designated  as  decani  and  cantori  from 
their  seats  on  the  side  of  the  Dean  or  of  the  Precentor 
respectively.  This  arrangement  facilitated  antiphonal  or 
responsive  chanting,  and  was  often  featured  in  the  more 
elaborate  settings  of  anthems  and  service  music.  It  is  prob¬ 
able  that  for  a  time  the  Advent  continued  the  employment 
of  the  mixed  quartet,  now  brought  down  from  the  west 
gallery,  as  one  of  these  two  choirs;  but  in  1855  an  ap¬ 
propriation  was  made  for  “double  choirs/’  i.e. :  evidently 
for  a  group  of  boys  and  men  on  each  side  of  the  chancel. 
Mr.  Coale,  in  his  admirable  pamphlet  on  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  the  parish,  in  speaking  of  this  double  choir,  writes 
“The  Advent  had  the  first  choir  of  that  character  in  any 
of  our  churches  in  the  city.  Fortunately,  it  was  able  to 
secure  as  organist  and  choirmaster,  Dr.  Henry  S.  Cutler, 
who  had,  I  think,  been  brought  up  in  England,  where  he 
was  given  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Music.  The  music  be- 

2  The  first  “boy  choir”  in  our  Church  appears  to  have  been  or¬ 
ganized  in  St.  Paul’s  College,  Flushing,  L.I.,  about  1839.  Dr.  Muhlen¬ 
berg  introduced  it  at  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Communion  in  New  York 
in  1845,  but  the  choir  was  not  vested. 
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came  at  once  a  novelty,  and  a  subject  of  much  interest  to 
the  musical  people  of  the  day,  especially  as  it  was  devel¬ 
oped  along  the  lines  of  the  so-called  English  Cathedral 
service.  A  pamphlet  of  ancient  Church  melodies  and  Gre¬ 
gorian  chants,  as  used  at  the  Advent,  was  published  by  Dr. 
F.  E.  Oliver,  who  arranged  them.  Among  them  was  the 
De  profandis ,  which  he  found  in  a  French  service  book. 
It  is  now  known  all  over  the  country,  having  been  published 
in  many  popular  hymnals,  but  without  its  source  being  told. 
There  were  at  least  seven  editions  of  this  pamphlet.  The 
pamphlet  also  contained  the  Miserere  3  with  which  we  are 
all  familiar. 

“While  Dr.  Cutler  was  organist,  what  was  known  as  the 
Advent  Psalter  was  published,  a  collection  of  what  were 
considered  the  best  of  English  single  chants.  Thus  the 
Parish  became  known  as  one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  country 
in  the  use  of  dignified  Church  music.  One  of  Dr.  Cutler’s 
best  choir  boys  later  took  orders,  and  for  many  years  sang 
the  choral  service  for  us  most  beautifully,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
W.  Hill,  who  left  us  in  the  70’s,  I  think,  to  become  Precen¬ 
tor  at  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  where  he  died  a  year  or 
so  ago  at  an  advanced  age.  It  was  to  Mr.  Hill  that  Mr. 
S.  B.  Whitney,  our  well-known  organist,  who  served  under 
him  for  many  years,  owed  a  great  deal  that  made  him  so 
highly  esteemed  as  an  exponent  of  Church  music.” 

The  first  appearance  of  the  Advent  choir  in  surplices 
appears  to  have  been  about  1856.  Dr.  Cutler  went  to 
Trinity  Church  in  New  York  in  1858,  where  he  continued 
to  direct  a  choir  of  men  and  boys,  who,  however,  did  not 
appear  as  a  vested  choir  until  the  visit  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  to  Trinity  Church  in  1860. 

Of  the  years  from  1858  to  1872  there  is  no  mention  in 
the  parish  records  of  the  identity  of  the  choirmasters,  ex- 

3  Still  a  feature  of  the  Lenten  evening  services  at  the  Advent. 
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cept  a  reference  in  1861  to  a  Mr.  Mattson  or  Mattison  as 
organist.  In  September  of  that  year,  the  music  being 
found  too  expensive,  the  modest  appropriation  was  re¬ 
duced;  but  a  month  later  was  restored  to  its  former  figure. 
At  this  time  it  was  decided  that  the  organist  should  play 
“three  services  on  Sundays,  Morning  Prayer  on  weekdays, 
and  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer  on  Saints’  days” ;  that 
he  should  “furnish  a  choir  of  boys  for  Sunday  mornings 
and  two  choirs  for  the  evening” ;  that  the  service  was  to  be 
“as  musical  as  it  can  be  rendered.”  Further,  that  the  organ 
should  be  played  at  afternoon  service  on  Sundays,  the  music 
to  be  congregational  as  well  as  in  the  morning.  On  Christ¬ 
mas,  Easter,  and  Whitsunday,  Morning  Prayer  might  be 
sung.  From  this  it  may  be  deduced  that  the  time  for  the 
Choral  Eucharist  had  not  arrived  ;  and  that  the  singing  of 
the  psalter  was  ordinarily  confined  to  the  office  of  Evening 
Prayer. 

In  December,  1865,  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  parish 
had  moved  to  Bowdoin  Street,  a  new  organ  was  presented 
to  the  church  by  Mr.  Edward  N.  Perkins  and  others ;  this 
instrument  apparently  served  until  1874,  when  its  sale  was 
authorized,  and  another  one  was  secured  from  Hook  and 
Company.  The  latter  was  again  changed,  upon  Mr.  Whit¬ 
ney’s  recommendation,  the  following  year. 

The  year  1871  was  an  eventful  one  for  the  music  of  the 
parish,  for  it  was  then  that  Samuel  Brenton  Whitney  was 
appointed  organist  and  choirmaster.  Mr.  Whitney  served 
the  parish  as  choirmaster  for  twenty-six  years,  and  as 
organist  for  thirty-eight,  with  devotion  and  with  a  keen 
insight  into  the  true  relation  of  church  music  to  liturgical 
worship.  Although  not  a  brilliant  organist,  he  excelled  in 
the  musical  quality  of  his  improvisation,  and  accompanied 
the  service  with  great  sympathy.  Under  his  direction  the 
choir  and  the  music  of  the  Advent  became  famous  through¬ 
out  the  diocese,  and  indeed  throughout  the  country.  He 
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furthered  the  use  of  the  English  Cathedral  or  choral  serv¬ 
ice,  and  with  it  the  best  English  music  in  the  form  of 
anthems  and  services,  which  were  far  better  adapted  to  the 
choir  of  boys  and  men  than  much  of  the  music  hitherto 
written  by  our  own  composers  (including  many  of  distinc¬ 
tion  in  other  musical  fields),  designed  especially  for  the 
quartet  choir  then  so  generally  employed. 

In  1876  the  Massachusetts  Festival  of  Parish  Choirs  was 
organized,  its  membership  consisting  of  the  choirs  of  Epis¬ 
copal  Churches  in  Boston  and  vicinity,  and  in  some  more 
distant  cities  of  the  diocese.  The  first  service  was  held  in 
Emmanuel  Church,  Boston,  under  the  direction  of  J.  N. 
Metcalf,  organist  of  All  Saints  Church,  Worcester,  and 
with  S.  B.  Whitney  of  the  Advent  and  J.  C.  D.  Parker, 
organist  of  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  sharing  the  organ 
accompaniment.  The  following  year  the  festival  was  held 
at  Trinity  Church,  in  Boston,  and  two  years  later  in  Boston 
Music  Hall;  but  soon  the  services  were  given  only  in  a 
church,  as  was  desirable.  In  the  beginning  the  large  chorus 
must  obviously  have  been  made  up  of  women,  boys,  and 
men;  but  later  the  organization,  now  named  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Choir  Guild,  included  only  boy  choirs.  In  1892  it 
became  necessary  to  divide  the  festival  into  two  sections, 
so  numerous  were  the  choristers ;  in  later  years  as  many  as 
five  sections  were  required  for  the  thirty-five  choirs  par¬ 
ticipating.  During  all  this  period,  however,  the  one  or  more 
sections  held  at  the  Church  of  the  Advent  were  those  in 
which  participation  was  most  eagerly  sought — for  here  the 
dignity  and  beauty  of  the  ceremonial  contributed  much  to 
the  impressiveness  of  the  service  and  its  influence  upon  the 
attending  choirs.  Thus  the  Advent  and  its  organist  con¬ 
tributed  largely  to  the  value  and  inspiration  of  these  annual 
festivals  to  the  member  choirs,  especially  those  of  the 
smaller  parishes,  and  to  the  large  public  attending  them. 
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Since  the  World  War  the  festivals  of  the  Guild  no  longer 
have  been  held.4 

For  the  third  festival,  in  1878,  Mr.  Whitney  served 
as  Precentor,  in  later  years  more  correctly  designated  as 
Guild  Choirmaster;  he  continued  in  that  capacity  until  his 
death. 

In  1897  Mr.  Whitney  resigned  his  post  as  Choirmaster 
of  the  Advent,  but  continued  to  serve  as  organist  until 
1908,  when  he  retired  and  by  vote  of  the  corporation  re¬ 
ceived  the  title  of  Organist  emeritus.  In  the  following  year 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  corporation.  He  died 
August  3,  1914. 

For  about  three  years  after  1897  the  position  of  choir¬ 
master  was  filled  successively  by  John  Pleasants  and  Dudley 
Fitts.  In  1901  this  office  was  entrusted  to  Albert  W.  Snow, 
who  as  a  lad  of  ten  years  had  been  admitted  to  the  choir 
in  1889  as  a  boy  chorister,  and  who  had  thus  had  the  benefit 
of  Mr.  Whitney’s  training  in  his  earlier  years.  Mr.  Snow 
continued  in  charge  of  the  choir  until  Mr.  Whitney’s 
resignation  as  organist  in  1908,  when  he  was  chosen  by 
the  corporation  to  fill  the  offices  of  both  organist  and 
choirmaster. 

Under  Mr.  Snow’s  administration  the  music  of  the 
Advent  reached  a  high  standard.  He  was  not  only  an  able 
organist,  but  also  a  well-equipped  church  musician.  He 
re-established  the  musical  service  upon  a  high  level  of  ex¬ 
cellence,  utilizing  the  best  music  of  the  Anglican  school  in 
England  and  America  to  replace  musical  services  of  Roman 
and  other  sources  which  from  time  to  time  had  enjoyed  a 
certain  popularity,  but  which  were  not  well  adapted  to  the 

4  Although  these  festivals  were  discontinued  after  1918,  mention 
should  be  made  of  occasional  special  services  in  which  the  Advent  choir 
has  since  been  joined  by  the  choirs  of  other  Boston  parishes.  Note¬ 
worthy  among  such  services  have  been  those  in  which  the  excellent 
choir  of  the  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  under  the  direction  of 
its  choirmaster  Everett  Titcomb,  has  cooperated. 
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Anglo-Catholic  spirit.  He  also  ordered  the  Gregorian 
chanting  and  the  singing  of  the  choral  service  upon  a  basis 
of  recognized  musical  and  traditional  authority. 

In  1918  Albert  Snow  resigned  the  position  in  which  he 
had  rendered  such  long  and  notable  service,  in  order  to 
accept  a  similar  post  at  Emmanuel  Church  in  Boston,  which 
he  retained  until  his  death  in  1939.  He  was  succeeded  by 
a  namesake,  although  not  a  relative — Francis  W.  Snow — 
who  continued  ably  to  sustain  the  musical  traditions  of  the 
parish  until  1922,  when  he,  too,  resigned,  in  order  to  be¬ 
come  organist  and  choirmaster  of  Trinity  Church  in  Boston, 
a  position  which  he  still  occupies. 

Francis  Snow  was,  succeeded  by  Alfred  Hamer,  a  young 
organist  of  ability,  who  served  until  1925,  when  he  ac¬ 
cepted  an  invitation  to  take  charge  of  the  choir  and  music 
of  Trinity  Church,  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Hamer  was  followed 
by  Thompson  Stone  of  Boston,  a  finely  equipped  musician, 
who  remained  until  1928,  when  he  resigned  in  order  to 
devote  much  of  his  time  to  the  conductorship  of  the  Handel 
and  Haydn  Society  of  Boston. 

In  1928  the  present  incumbent,  Frederick  Johnson,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Stone.  In  the  sixteen  years  of 
his  incumbency  Mr.  Johnson  has  carried  on  his  work  with 
unfailing*  devotion,  with  a  deep  and  reverent  sense  of  the 
true  relationship  of  church  music  to  Catholic  worship, 
meeting  the  many  problems  of  its  administration  with 
ability  and  fidelity.  For  it  must  be  recognized  that  the 
changes  in  the  tide  of  urban  population,  the  increasing 
adoption  of  the  boy-choir  by  denominational  churches,  in 
addition  to  the  continuing  demands  of  our  own  parishes — 
together  with  the  total  absence  in  our  own  country,  save  in 
isolated  instances,  of  the  advantages  of  the  choir-school 
afforded  in  the  English  cathedrals — render  no  easy  task 
the  maintenance  of  an  efficient  choir  of  boys. 

In  the  face  of  what  might  have  proved  a  discouragement 


The  Choir,  1944 

With  the  Clergy  and  the  Organist  and  Choirmaster 
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to  others,  Mr.  Johnson  has  maintained  the  standards  of 
the  choir  and  of  the  repertoire  at  the  high  point  of  excel¬ 
lence  for  which  the  music  at  the  Church  of  the  Advent  has 
long  been  noted;  while  his  organ-playing  both  in  the  serv¬ 
ices  and  in  special  recitals  generously  given,  has  afforded 
pleasure  to  countless  worshippers. 

For  many  years  the  organ  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent, 
built  by  Hutchings  and  Plaisted  of  Boston  and  installed 
in  1883  at  a  cost  of  $6750,  was  widely  known  as  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  unusually  fine  tonal  quality,  a  distinction  to  which 
perhaps  the  quite  extraordinary  acoustical  conditions  of  the 
chancel  and  nave  contributed  not  a  little.  In  1912  the  organ 
was  equipped  with  electric  action,  and  a  new  console  of 
beautiful  design  was  installed,  all  the  gift  of  the  Misses 
Sturgis  in  memory  of  their  brother,  Charles  Russell  Sturgis. 

In  succeeding  years  further  renovations  of  the  organ  were 
effected  from  time  to  time,  but  as  is  so  often  the  case  with 
instruments  undergoing  fundamental  alterations  the  organ 
finally  began  to  show  its  age;  despite  repeated  attempts  to 
cure  its  successive  ailments,  the  need  of  replacement  began 
to  be  evident.  Under  the  will  of  the  late  Harold  Jefferson 
Coolidge,  long  a  member  of  the  corporation  and  for  seven¬ 
teen  years  clerk  of  the  parish,  a  generous  bequest  had  been 
made  available  for  any  one  of  several  purposes.  In  1935  it 
was  determined  to  devote  this  bequest  to  the  acquisition  of  a 
new  organ. 

The  present  fine  instrument,  constructed  by  the  Aeolian- 
Skinner  Organ  Company  of  Boston  under  the  expert  super¬ 
vision  of  Donald  Harrison,  was  the  result.  A  memorial 
tablet,  appropriately  inscribed  in  Latin  to  Mr.  Coolidge’s 
memory,  expresses  the  gratitude  of  the  parish  to  its  bene¬ 
factor.  Not  only  in  the  accompaniment  of  the  service,  but 
also  in  frequent  recitals  the  instrument  justifies  the  reputa¬ 
tion  it  has  already  acquired  as  one  of  great  beauty. 

In  the  excellence  of  the  rendering  of  the  musical  service, 
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in  the  quality  of  the  musical  repertoire,  and  in  the  close  as¬ 
sociation  of  the  music  with  the  liturgy,  in  which  emphasis 
has  ever  rightly  been  placed  upon  the  music  of  the  services 
itself,  as  distinguished  from  incidental  anthems,  the  Church 
of  the  Advent  has  long  set  an  example.  As  has  been  noted, 
the  use  of  Gregorian  chants  for  the  psalms,  and  upon  occa¬ 
sion  for  the  canticles  as  well,  was  introduced  at  the  very 
first ;  as  was  the  substitution  of  a  psalm  at  the  Introit  for  the 
metrical  versions  of  the  psalms  which  for  a  time  were  the 
only  form  of  hymns  authorized  by  the  Church.  At  a  later 
date  the  use  of  the  proper  Introits  of  the  Mass  became  in¬ 
variable,  while  in  more  recent  years  the  singing  of  *the  Ordi¬ 
nary  of  the  Mass  in  the  traditional  plainsong  settings  has 
often  been  a  feature  of  the  High  Mass,  not  only  in  Advent 
and  Lent — when  their  inherent  simplicity  has  made  them 
an  effective  preparation  for  the  festival  music  of  Christ¬ 
mas  and  Easter — but  on  other  Sundays  and  certain  feast 
days  as  well. 

From  the  first  the  singing  of  hymns  by  the  congregation 
has  always  been  a  feature  of  the  musical  service,  however 
important  may  have  been  the  portion  delegated  to  the  choir. 
For  many  years  the  English  hymnal  Hymns  Ancient  and 
Modern  was  regularly  used,  having  been  introduced  before 
the  book  authorized  by  General  Convention  in  1892  became 
available.  The  English  collection  contained  many  hymns, 
otherwise  unobtainable,  which  were  important  to  the  use 
of  the  Advent.  In  1925  The  English  Hymnal  was  adopted 
for  use  in  the  parish.  (The  use  of  the  American  Hymnal 
of  1940  is  now  under  consideration.) 

The  musical  order  of  the  choral  service  of  the  Mass,  as 
sung  by  the  priest  and  with  the  responses  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  in  which  hearty  participation  has  always  been  encour¬ 
aged  5  follows  strictly  the  principles  established  by  General 

5  In  1874  Fr.  Grafton  declared  that  “the  Creed  is  properly  sung  ac¬ 
cording  to  ancient  custom.  .  .  .  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  whole  con¬ 
gregation  are  not  able  to  join  in  the  choral  rendering  of  the  Creed ;  in 
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Convention's  Joint  Commission  on  Church  Music,  the  sec¬ 
retary  of  which  is  a  member  of  the  Advent  corporation. 
The  elaborate  musical  masses  of  Roman  source,  which  for 
a  time  found  favor,  have  been  replaced  by  those  of  the  best 
composers  of  the  Anglican  school  in  America  <J  and  Eng¬ 
land,  which  are  far  better  adapted  to  our  own  liturgy  ;  while 
the  sentimentality  in  music  or  accompaniment  which  once 
was  all  too  prevalent  in  our  churches  has  given  way  to  a 
better  and  more  fitting  order. 

Thus  it  may  well  be  to  our  satisfaction  that  in  church 
music,  as  “an  influence  for  good  in  this  community,”  and 
in  the  introduction  of  “a  more  reverent  worship  in  our 
churches,”  the  Church  of  the  Advent  has  played  a  not  un¬ 
important  part. 


Absence  of  records  makes  it  difficult  to  trace  the  succes¬ 
sive  steps  in  the  evolution  of  the  services  from  the  simple 
choir  offices  of  the  parish's  earliest  days  to  the  type  of  wor¬ 
ship  now  definitely  established.  Obviously,  Morning  and 
Evening  Prayer  were  the  services  first  provided,  their  choral 

that  case  we  must  remember  that  we  are  a  congregation  and  not  a  mere 
assemblage  of  isolated  units,  and  that  the  choir  is  our  mouthpiece.” 
( Parish  Almanac  for  the  Year  of  Grace  1874.)  It  may  here  be  noted 
that  for  some  years  past  at  the  Church  of  the  Advent  the  Creed  at 
High  Mass  has  almost  invariably  been  sung  to  the  ancient  Gregorian 
and  melodic  setting  which  has  been  the  use  of  the  Catholic  Church  for 
many  centuries.  In  order  further  to  encourage  congregational  par¬ 
ticipation,  the  melodies  of  the  Creed,  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  and  all  re¬ 
sponses  at  Mass  were  printed  on  a  card  to  be  placed  in  the  pews. 

6  The  debt  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  America  to  one  who  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  unquestionably  her  most  distinguished  musician 
— Horatio  Parker — was  acknowledged  shortly  thereafter  by  a  special 
memorial  service  held  at  the  Church  of  the  Advent  under  the  auspices 
of  the  American  Guild  of  Organists,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  February 
8,  1920.  An  address  of  appreciation  was  delivered  by  the  late  Rev. 
Winfred  Douglas,  Canon  of  Fond  du  Lac  and  long  a  friend  of  the 
Parish  of  the  Advent,  whose  subsequent  services  to  the  cause  of  our 
Catholic  church  music,  by  reason  of  his  profound  scholarship  and  un¬ 
tiring  Christian  devotion,  were  of  inestimable  value.  (It  is  gratefully 
recalled  that  only  a  few  months  before  his  death  in  1944  Canon  Douglas 
sang  the  High  Mass  on  a  Sunday  at  the  Advent.) 
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rendering*  dating  from  Dr.  Cutler’s  time,  in  the  1850’s.7 

The  weekly  celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist  was  insti¬ 
tuted  by  Dr.  Bolles  in  1862,  in  order  that  soldiers  at  home 
on  leave  might  make  their  communions  with  their  families. 
At  first  it  was  probably  not  the  principal  service  of  Sunday. 
The  time  of  its  weekly  celebration  with  choir,  as  the  chief 
service  of  Sunday,  presumably  was  when  Fr.  Grafton  be¬ 
came  rector;  an  inventory  of  vestments  dated  1888  lists 
chasubles  in  all  the  ecclesiastical  colors,  also  white  and  red 
dalmatics  and  tunicles.  The  use  of  the  latter,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  celebration  of  High  Mass,  was  probably  con¬ 
fined  to  the  great  feasts  and  festal  seasons.8 

Until  1911  the  choral  celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist 
ordinarily  was  preceded  by  Choral  Matins,  except  upon  the 
great  feasts  and  during  certain  portions  of  the  year.  Even 
until  1919  this  order  was  followed  on  the  last  three  Sundays 
in  Advent,  and  in  some  years  also  during  Lent.  The  daily 
celebration  of  Holy  Communion  dates  at  least  from  1873, 
possibly  somewhat  earlier. 

For  many  years  Solemn  Evensong  (i.e.,  choral,  with 
incense)  has  obtained  as  the  second  choir  service  of  Sun¬ 
day.  During  the  earlier  years  at  the  present  church  in 
Brimmer  Street  the  daily  afternoon  service  of  Evensong 
during  Lent,  fully  choral,  was  well  attended ;  but  with  chang¬ 
ing  conditions,  beginning  with  the  Lenten  season  of  1916, 
it  became  unwise  to  continue  the  attendance  of  the  choir. 

Of  the  occasional  services  for  which  the  Church  of  the 
Advent  has  long  been  renowned,  both  the  Litany  sung  in 
procession  on  a  week-day  evening  in  Lent  and  followed  by  a 
special  choral  rendering  of  the  Miserere  already  referred  to, 

7  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1861  the  vestry  voted  “that  means 
be  found  to  deter  persons  leaving  the  church  before  sermons” ! 

8  For  a  few  years,  through  the  generous  interest  of  a  member  of  the 
corporation,  an  orchestra  assisted  the  choir  at  High  Mass  at  Christmas 
and  Easter.  In  November,  1892,  however,  the  rector  was  requested 
by  the  corporation  “to  confine  the  music  at  Christmas  and  Easter,  as 
far  as  practicable,  to  the  choir.” 


Et  incarnatus  est 
The  Christ-Mass  at  midnight 
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and  the  Three  Hour  Service  of  Good  Friday,  now  so  widely 
observed  in  other  churches  in  Boston,  were  instituted  at 
the  Church  of  the  Advent  many  years  ago.  The  carol  serv¬ 
ices  of  Christmas  Eve  and  the  evening  of  Easter  Day  are 
noted  far  and  wide,  while  the  singing  of  carols  on  Beacon 
Hill  on  Christmas  Eve,  initiated  by  the  choir  of  the  Ad¬ 
vent,  was  for  many  years  an  annual  event  of  which  the  fame 
spread  throughout  the  country.  It  appears  that  this  custom 
originated  during  the  rectorship  of  Dr.  Bolles ; 9  its  ob- 

9  It  is  interesting  to  know  of  the  impression  made  upon  one  who 
was  then  not  of  the  Episcopal  faith,  upon  hearing  this  singing  for  the 
first  time.  The  Rev.  Frederic  Dan  Huntington,  a  Unitarian  minister, 
Plummer  Professor  of  Christian  Morals  in  Harvard  College  and 
Preacher  to  the  University,  on  Christmas  Day,  1859  wrote  to  his  sis¬ 
ter  :  “.  .  .  After  the  house  had  become  still,  about  half-past  ten  o’clock, 
as  I  was  sitting  in  the  study  preparing  for  the  holy  duties  of  today, 
suddenly  most  delightful  music,  in  youthful  voices,  broke  under  my 
window.  I  raised  the  curtain,  and  there  stood  a  picturesque  group  of 
singers,  niostly  young  boys,  muffled  in  cloaks  and  shawls,  with  lan¬ 
terns,  under  the  sparkling  stars  in  the  frosty  night  air,  pouring  out 
Christmas  carols,  genuine  old  English  carols,  in  words  and  music 
wholly  peculiar,  and  beautiful  exceedingly.  At  first  I  puzzled  to  make 
them  out.  I  noticed  that  whenever  they  spoke  the  name  of  Jesus  they 
bowed  the  head.  Altogether  the  effect  was  remarkable, — as  if  I  had 
been  transported  back  into  the  ages  of  old  romance  and  faith.  On 
going  out  to  ask  the  strangers  in,  they  greeted  me  with  a  ‘Happy 
Christmas.’  They  proved  to  be  the  choir  of  the  Episcopal  ‘Church  of 
the  Advent’  in  Boston,  whom  one  of  our  neighbors  worshipping  there 
had  brought  out  to  his  house  here,  where  I  presently  joined  them.  It 
was  an  old-Country  church  custom  for  these  companies,  called  ‘waits’ 
to  carol  in  this  way,  on  Nativity  night,  under  the  Rector’s  window. 
You  know  the  pathetic  and  moving  character  of  the  music — voices 
of  boys.  This  formed  a  charming  conclusion  to  the  day.”  ( Memoirs 
and  Letters  of  Frederic  Dan  Huntington  ...  by  Arria  S.  Hunting- 
ton,  p.  150.) 

In  1860  the  Rev.  Dr.  Huntington  became  a  candidate  for  Holy 
Orders ;  on  September  12  he  was  ordered  deacon,  and  in  March,  1861, 
he  was  advanced  to  the  sacred  priesthood  by  Bishop  Eastburn.  He 
was  the  first  rector  of  Emmanuel  Church  in  Boston  (September  16, 
1860;  cf.  Bishop’s  address  to  the  Diocesan  Convention  in  1861). 
April  8,  1869  he  was  consecrated  first  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Cen¬ 
tral  New  York. 

Bishop  Huntington  was  the  father  of  the  Rev.  James  O.  S.  Hunt¬ 
ington,  the  sainted  founder  of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Cross. 


The  Christmas  Creche 
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servance  continued  until  1925.  During  the  years  immedi¬ 
ately  preceding,  the  simple  charm  of  this  annual  heralding 
of  the  Nativity  of  our  Blessed  Lord  had  gradually  been 
obliterated  by  the  noisy  demonstrations  of  countless  sight¬ 
seers,  and  the  discordant  and  often  raucous  sounds  of  mod¬ 
ern  traffic.  It  must  be  admitted  also  that  the  effect  of  the 
night  air  and  of  the  frequently  inclement  weather,  and  the 
resultant  fatigue  occasioned,  proved  anything  but  favorable 
to  the  adequate  participation  of  the  choir-boys  in  the  Christ- 
Mass  of  the  following  morning.  So,  although  with  genuine 
regret,  the  participation  of  the  Advent  choir  in  this  beauti¬ 
ful  tradition  had  to  be  abandoned. 

In  1925  the  singing  of  the  office  of  Tenebrae  on  the  eve¬ 
ning  of  Wednesday  in  Holy  Week  was  inaugurated  as  an 
annual  feature  of  the  solemn  observance  of  that  week,  with 
a  form  of  the  service  especially  adapted  for  the  Church  of 
the  Advent. 


The  Parish  House 


The  original  plans  for  the  Church  of  the  Advent,  of  which 
only  one  has  been  found  since  the  death  of  the  architect,  Mr. 
John  H.  Sturgis,  provided  for  a  large  octagonal  parish  house, 
to  fill  the  entire  lot  remaining  outside  of  the  church,  includ¬ 
ing  the  area  now  occupied  by  Hunnewell  Chapel.  The  par¬ 
ish  house  was  to  have  been  covered  by  a  many  angled  roof, 
with  a  tower  instead  of  the  present  spire.  These  plans  were 
modified,  partly  from  motives  of  economy  and  other  prac¬ 
tical  considerations,  and  partly  because  of  failure  to  secure 
the  abuttors'  consent  to  the  erection  of  the  tower. 

At  the  same  time,  the  rector  (Fr.  Grafton)  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Cowley  Society,  it  was  planned  to  build  a  clergy 
house  on  Brimmer  Street  on  the  side  of  the  church,  ad¬ 
joining  the  rectory,  and  to  connect  the  clergy  house  with 
several  parts  of  the  church.  No  steps  were  taken  to  erect 
this  clergy  house,  however,  as  the  Society  remained  in  Bow- 
doin  Street;  and  since  the  need  of  accommodations  for  par¬ 
ish  work,  for  the  Sunday  School,  and  for  the  choir  and 
acolytes  was  acutely  realized,  early  in  1883  the  building 
committee  was  instructed  by  the  corporation  to  erect,  under 
certain  conditions,  a  two  story  building  on  the  Brimmer 
Street  lot,  to  meet  these  needs.  The  Sunday  School  con¬ 
tinued  to  meet  in  this  building  until  the  construction  of  Hun¬ 
newell  Chapel. 

In  1904  Dr.  van  Allen  asked  that  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  matter  of  a  Parish 
House.  The  committee  continued  without  definite  action 
being  taken,  until  in  1918  it  was  finally  consolidated  with 
the  Committee  on  Fabric.  In  the  meantime,  in  1915,  two 
rooms  over  the  rector's  room  in  the  church  building  had 
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been  completed  and  furnished  to  serve  as  guild  rooms,  as 
a  memorial  to  the  late  Mary  A.  Hemenway. 

Hope  for  the  provision  of  an  adequate  parish  house,  so 
essential  to  the  work  and  social  activity  of  a  parish  like 
the  Advent,  was  never  abandoned;  and  in  1937  the  Guild 


Lancet  Windows 


of  St.  Francis  Xavier  gave  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  to  constitute  the  nucleus  of  a  Parish  House  fund.  It 
was  not  until  the  summer  of  1941,  however,  that  the  project 
could  be  realized.  At  this  time  the  offer  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edward  D.  Harlow  (parishioners  of  the  Advent  who  had 
moved  out  of  town)  of  the  equity  in  the  house  adjoining  the 
church,  at  135  Mount  Vernon  Street,  together  with  the 
tender  of  a  memorial  gift  of  ten  thousand  dollars  on  con¬ 
dition  of  the  completion  of  the  project  within  a  specified 
period,  provided  the  incentive  for  a  determined  effort  to 
accomplish  the  much  desired  result.  Mr.  Walter  H.  Kil- 
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ham,  representing  the  firm  of  Kilham,  Hopkins,  and  Gree¬ 
ley,  architects,  was  consulted,  and  plans  were  drawn  pro¬ 
viding  for  extensive  alterations  both  to  the  old  parish  house 
and  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Street  residence,  and  for  their 
connection  by  means  of  a  two  story  passage  behind  the  apse 
of  the  church.  The  plans  submitted  were  admirable,  but 
the  expense  of  their  execution  was  deemed  to  be  too  great. 
The  plans  were  thereupon  modified,  and  subscriptions  were 
invited  from  the  members  of  the  parish.  The  amount  neces¬ 
sary  to  supplement  the  memorial  gift  already  offered  was 
raised,  and  on  December  21,  1941,  the  new  Parish  House 
was  dedicated  by  the  rector. 

Now,  for  the  first  time,  the  parish  was  in  possession  of 
facilities  really  adequate  for  its  work  apart  from  the  services 
of  the  Church.  In  the  old  building  the  new  Parish  Hall,  two 
stories  in  height  and  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Frederick 
S.  Moseley,  with  its  balcony  has  a  seating  capacity  of  about 
two  hundred  persons;  with  its  removable  stage  and  well- 
equipped  kitchen  it  is  in  constant  use.  Breakfast  is  served 
every  Sunday  after  the  early  masses,  and  here  the  adult 
classes  in  religion  are  held,  not  to  mention  the  Red  Cross 
Group  and  many  others  who  find  it  both  pleasant  and  attrac¬ 
tive  for  various  kinds  of  meetings.  On  the  second  floor 
the  choir  enjoys  a  spacious  room  for  rehearsals  and  for  vest¬ 
ing,  and  the  acolytes  have  their  own  room,  a  memorial  to 
the  late  Robert  T.  Walker,  which  provides  facilities  for 
the  care  of  choir  and  acolytes  vestments.  On  the  same  floor 
the  former  Guild  room  has  been  tastefully  re-furnished,  and 
now  is  known  as  All  Souls  Room :  a  memorial  to  all  those  in 
whose  memory  gifts,  either  of  money  or  of  material  objects 
were  made  to  the  Parish  House  fund  or  for  furnishings  of 
the  house.  The  names  of  those  thus  commemorated,  with 
the  names  of  the  donors,  are  inscribed  in  a  beautiful  “Book 
of  Remembrance,”  the  gift  of  Lawrence  Coolidge  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  his  father,  late  clerk  of  the  parish.  This  book  was  ex- 
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ecuted  by  the  Merrymount  Press,  of  which  Daniel  Berkeley 
Updike  was  founder  and  president.  A  member  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  he  gave  the  Book  his  personal  attention,  one  of  the 
last  services  he  was  able  to  render  to  the  parish  before  his 
death. 

Leading  into  the  passage  from  the  Brimmer  Street  to  the 
Mount  Vernon  Street  house  is  the  office  of  the  Director  of 
Religious  Education. 

In  the  Mount  Vernon  Street  house  a  large  room  in  the 
basement  is  given  over  to  the  Junior  Department  of  the 
Church  School.  The  two  Guild  rooms  on  the  first  floor,  a 
memorial  to  Jessie  Fremont  Beale,  are  adapted  for  meetings 
of  guilds  or  small  groups,  a  kitchenette  serving  one  of  them. 
The  second  floor  provides  the  rector  with  a  large  and  com¬ 
fortable  study,  with  a  connecting  room  for  the  parish 
secretary ;  while  the  third  floor  offers  suitable  space  for  two 
curates  and  the  parish  visitor. 

The  rector’s  former  study  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Brim¬ 
mer  Street  wing  has  been  converted  into  a  game  room  for  the 
boys ;  at  times  it  is  used  as  a  sewing-room. 

The  history  of  the  Parish  of  the  Advent  would  be  in- 
*  complete  without  acknowledgement  of  the  service  rendered 
by  those  who  have  occupied  the  position  of  Verger.  This 
service  has  not  been  confined  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
church’s  property  and  care  for  the  comfort  of  its  parish¬ 
ioners  and  of  strangers  attending  the  services;  it  has  ex¬ 
tended  to  assistance  willingly  given  to  the  rector  and  his 
staff  whenever  required,  while  the  Verger  probably  has 
stored  in  his  mind  many  incidents  in  the  life  of  the  parish 
during  his  term  of  office. 

In  the  earlier  years  the  duties  of  verger — or  sexton — 
were  undertaken  by  no  less  a  personage  than  one  of  the 
wardens ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  after  a  time  he 
found  the  burden  of  attending  to  the  opening  and  closing  of 
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the  church  for  services  twice  daily  to  be  too  great.  About 
1852  Hugh  Taylor  was  appointed  Verger,  and  held  the  po¬ 
sition  for  nearly  forty  years.  Upon  his  resignation  in  1891 
the  corporation  passed  a  resolution  warmly  commending 
him  for  his  long  and  faithful  service. 

Hugh  Taylor’s  successor  was  F.  H.  Lewis,  who  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  1897  by  Isaac  Griffis.  In  1903  Joseph  H.  Hunting, 
who  had  entered  the  service  of  the  parish  in  1892,  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  office,  which  he  still  holds.  In  the  spring  of 
1943  a  testimonial  reception  was  tendered  by  the  parish  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunting,  recognizing  his  association  of  fifty 
years  with  the  parish.  At  this  reception,  which  was  largely 
attended,  the  rector  presided;  testimonial  speeches  were 
made  by  the  wardens  and  others,  and  Professor  Edward 
Kennard  Rand  presented  to  Mr.  Hunting  gifts  expressing 
the  esteem  of  the  many  donors  for  him,  and  their  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  his  long  and  faithful  service  to  the  parish. 


The  Parish  Library 

In  1939,  when  it  became  known  that  a  Parish  Library 
was  in  the  making,  and  gifts  of  books  would  be  welcome, 
they  poured  in  from  parishioners  and  friends,  in  lots  from 
a  few  up  to  two  hundred.  The  small  collection  with  which 
the  library  started  has  now  grown  to  1500  volumes,  of  which 
90  are  reference  books. 

During  the  first  three  years  the  supply  of  new  books  was 
almost  entirely  dependent  on  gifts,  which  are  still  the  chief 
source  of  supply,  the  small  budget  allowed  by  the  parish 
being  needed  for  supplies  and  equipment. 

Recently  there  has  been  received  from  the  late  Cornelia 
Russell  Wright,  a  devoted  parishioner,  a  bequest  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  the  income  of  which  will  be  used  for  new 
books.  Knowing  her  interest  in  the  Library,  Miss  Wright’s 
family  and  a  few  friends  gave  a  sum  of  money  in  her  mem¬ 
ory,  for  immediate  use.  A  cousin  of  Miss  Wright’s,  Miss 
May  Melius  of  Brookline,  has  given  an  attractive  book  plate 
for  the  Memorial  Collection. 

The  Library  is  installed  in  Hunnewell  Chapel,  opening 
out  of  the  church,  and  was  dedicated  March  3,  1940.  At 
that  time  new  lighting  fixtures  were  provided  from  a  be¬ 
quest  of  Miss  Ann  Wentworth  Smart,  and  a  memorial  tab¬ 
let  was  given  by  her  life  long  friend,  Miss  Lulu  Eames.  In 
connection  with  the  dedication  the  Superior  of  the  Order  of 
the  Holy  Cross,  the  Reverend  Alan  Whittemore,  D.D., 
spoke  and  introduced  Miss  Vida  Scudder,  who  read  from 
her  forthcoming  biography  of  Father  Huntington,  the 
founder  of  the  order. 

This  is  a  theological  library,  with  special  emphasis  on 
Anglo-Catholic  literature.  This  includes  good  material  on 
the  Oxford  Movement,  Catholic  classics,  mysticism  and  vo- 
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cation.  The  collection  also  includes  books  on  the  Christian 
social  order,  science  and  religion,  faith  and  practice,  music 
and  architecture  as  well  as  religious  biography,  fiction, 
poetry,  and  drama  of  a  religious  nature.  The  Reference 
Collection  is  still  small  and  inadequate,  but  includes  a  few 
good  dictionaries  and  commentaries,  various  versions  of 
the  Bible  and  Prayer  Book,  writings  of  the  Ante-Nicene 
Fathers,  and  material  on  some  general  subjects.  In  addition 
to  the  books  there  is  an  interesting  collection  of  pamphlets, 
both  for  reference  and  for  sale.  The  leading  Church  peri¬ 
odicals  may  be  read  in  the  Library,  and  also  the  publications 
of  various  religious  orders,  Church  societies  and  institu¬ 
tions. 

Because  of  war  time  fuel  shortage  the  library  at  present 
is  open  but  twice  a  week  and  on  Sunday.  In  addition  to 
parishioners,  people  living  at  a  distance  may  take  out  books 
by  parcel  post,  as  is  done  regularly. 

The  Library  is  in  charge  of  a  parishioner  who  is  a  trained 
volunteer  librarian  of  experience. 


The  Endowment  Fund 

i 

Early  in  his  rectorate  Fr.  Frisby  made  an  earnest  appeal 
for  substantial  additions  to  the  sum  which  already  had  been 
subscribed  or  bequeathed,  and  which  constituted  the  nu¬ 
cleus  of  a  permanent  Endowment  Fund. 

By  April,  1901,  this  Fund  amounted  to  about  twenty-one 
thousand  dollars.  At  that  time  the  corporation  voted  that 
the  treasurer  of  the  parish  should  pay  over  to  the  Trus¬ 
tees  of  Donations  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  all 
sums  hitherto  or  hereafter  received  as  '‘contributions  to  or 
for  the  Endowment  Fund  of  this  Parish” ;  this  fund  to  be 
held  by  the  Trustees  as  a  distinct  fund  to  be  designated  as 
"The  Endowment  Fund  of  the  Parish  of  the  Advent,”  and 
invested  in  income-bearing  securities. 

The  Trustees  of  Donations  were  organized  by  a  special 
act  of  the  Legislature  in  1810.  The  Board  now  has  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  about  fifty  Trustees,  and  is  in  charge  of  a  very 
large  number  of  funds  belonging  to  the  various  parishes  of 
the  diocese.  Nine  Trustees,  all  well-known  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  men  of  experience  in  financial  af¬ 
fairs,  constitute  the  Board  of  Managers.  An  annual  account 
of  the  Advent  fund  is  rendered  to  the  parish,  and  the  net 
income  of  the  fund  is  paid  over  to  the  parish  treasurer.  No 
part  of  the  principal  is  ever  to  be  paid  over  unless  in  some 
extraordinary  emergency,  such  as  a  disaster  to  the  church 
building  by  fire;  but  never  for  ordinary  expenses. 

The  Endowment  Fund  has  now  grown  to  a  point  where 
the  present  annual  income  amounts  to  about  sixteen  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  This  income  is  indispensable  toward  the  mani¬ 
fold  expenses  of  a  city  parish,  such  as  taxes,  lighting  and 
heating,  insurance,  maintenance  of  the  fabric,  which  have 
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to  be  met  regularly ;  and  without  this  income  other  activities 
and  obligations  would  be  seriously  crippled. 

An  Immortality  of  Usefulness 

When  one  of  the  foremost  philanthropists  of  this  nation 
decided  to  use  his  wealth  in  the  service  of  God  and  human¬ 
ity,  he  engaged  an  able  man  to  make  a  careful  study  of  the 
various  ways  by  which  men  had  made  their  money  useful. 
In  due  course  this  report  was  made,  and  it  included  this 
recommendation  of  endowments : 

“Money  given  for  endowments  tends  to  perpetuate  the 
usefulness  of  the  donor  through  all  time.  His  gift  con¬ 
fers  upon  him  an  immortality  of  usefulness.  Through  it 
he  becomes  a  permanent  prop  of  civilization,  an  ever  liv¬ 
ing  force  in  human  progress/' 

This  is  true;  for  endowment  funds  properly  invested  and 
administered  by  trustees  of  integrity  are  the  most  stable 
things  which  the  human  mind  has  yet  devised.  Banks  may 
go,  but  their  trust  funds  remain.  Governments  may  change, 
but  properly  administered  endowments  persist.  As  has  been 
pointed  out,  “The  funds  given  to  Oxford  well  nigh  a  thou¬ 
sand  years  ago  are  still  treasured  unto  a  life  beyond  life. 
The  students  of  Harvard  are  now  living  under  the  bene¬ 
fits  derived  from  foundations  made  three  hundred  years 
ago." 

Fortunate  and  happy  is  the  person  who  is  associated  with 
a  well-founded  institution  to  which  he  or  she  is  bound  by 
ties  of  affection  and  loyal  devotion,  and  into  whose  care  he 
or  she  can  give  endowment  funds  for  perpetual  custody. 
Such  an  institution  is  the  Church  of  the  Advent. 


It  is  very  important  that  our  Endowment  Fund  should  be 
increased,  for  two  reasons: 
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1.  The  return  from  investments  tends  steadily  to  dimin¬ 
ish.  Unless  the  Fund  is  largely  increased  we  face  a 
considerable  diminution  of  income  from  this  Fund  in 
the  near  future. 

2.  Families  or  individuals  who  have  been  liberal  contrib¬ 
utors  to  the  support  of  the  parish  die  or  move  to 
other  cities,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  fill  their  places. 

The  increase  of  the  Endowment  Fund  may  come  from 
two  sources : 

1.  The  Easter  Offering.  For  many  years  it  has  been 
the  custom  in  the  parish  to  devote  the  special  offering 
at  Easter  to  the  increase  of  the  Endowment  Fund. 

2.  Bequests  to  the  Fund.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  all 
who  can  will  contribute  to  the  Endowment  Fund  a  sum 
sufficient  to  yield  in  interest  at  least  the  amount  of 
their  annual  subscription  to  the  support  of  the  parish. 
Such  contributions  can  be  made  either  at  the  present 
time,  or  by  bequest  in  a  will,  as  is  recommended  by 
the  rubric  in  the  Prayer  Book  (page  320)  :  “The 
Minister  is  ordered,  from  time  to  time,  to  advise  the 
People,  whilst  they  are  in  good  health,  to  make  wills 
arranging  for  the  disposal  of  their  temporal  goods, 
and,  when  of  ability,  to  leave  Bequests  for  religious 
and  charitable  uses.” 

Thus  those  of  us  who  are  conscious  of  having  received 
much  from  the  Giver  of  all  good  gifts  through  this  par¬ 
ish  may  express  gratitude  in  such  a  way  that  long  years 
after  we  have  passed  from  the  earthly  scene,  we  may  have  a 
happy  sense  of  still  sharing  in  the  blessed  service  to  God  as 
He  lives  in  the  Parish  of  the  Advent;  having  assisted  in 
insuring  its  continued  witness  to  God  and  its  usefulness  to 
generations  yet  unborn. 

As  a  thank-offering  to  God,  it  is  hoped  that  the  one  hun- 
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dredth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  our  beloved  parish 
may  be  marked  by  the  substantial  increase  in  the  Endow¬ 
ment  Fund  which  is  so  vitally  important  to  the  future  of  the 
parish. 


A  suitable  legal  form  of  bequest  is  the  following: 

“I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Parish  of  the  Advent 

in  the  City  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of . 

dollars  to  be  added  to  its  Endowment  Fund.” 


Parish  Organizations 

It  was  one  of  the  avowed  aims  of  the  founders  of  the 
Parish  of  the  Advent  especially  to  secure  the  ministrations 
of  the  Church  “to  the  poor  and  needy,  in  a  manner  free 
from  unnecessary  expense  and  all  ungracious  circum¬ 
stances.”  The  successive  locations  of  the  parish  rendered 
the  church  accessible  to  all  residing  in  the  north-eastern  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  city,  to  many  of  whom  the  material  as  well  as 
the  spiritual  assistance  afforded  by  the  parish  and  its  clergy 
were  welcome. 

With  the  advent  of  the  Cowley  Fathers  in  1870  this  work 
increased  materially,  both  within  and  without  the  parish. 

The  Boston  Children’s  Hospital,  which  was  founded  in 
1869,  was  first  managed  by  Mrs.  John  Tyler,  a  member  of 
the  Advent  Parish  who  during  the  Civil  War  had  rendered 
services  which  evoked  a  special  vote  of  acknowledgment  and 
thanks  from  the  State  Legislature.  In  1871  the  direction  of 
the  Hospital  was  taken  over  by  one  of  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Margaret,  Sister  Theresa,  who  with  Mother  Alice  had  come 
to  Boston  from  England  at  the  instance  of  Fr.  Grafton. 

About  this  time  the  development  of  educational  facilities 
became  a  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Advent  parish.  In 
1873  other  Sisters  came  from  England,  and  the  American 
Branch  of  the  English  Mother  House  of  the  Sisterhood 
(founded  in  1855  by  the  Rev.  John  M.  Neale)  was  estab¬ 
lished.  In  1875  two  of  them,  Mother  Louisa  Mary  and 
Sister  Jessie,  under  Fr.  Grafton’s  direction  founded  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  School  for  Girls  at  number  five  Chestnut  Street, 
which  became  the  leading  Episcopal  school  for  young  women 
in  Massachusetts.  Fr.  Grafton  was  its  Chaplain.  The 
School  closed  in  1888. 

In  1874  St.  John’s  School  for  Boys,  at  sixty-nine  Pinck- 
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ney  Street,  was  established  by  Fr.  Grafton  as  a  home  for 
the  choir-boys  of  the  Advent,  who  received  their  general 
education  in  the  Boston  public  schools.  About  1875  St. 
John’s  School  developed  into  a  real  choir  school,  one  of 
the  first  in  this  country.  Scholarships  were  offered,  and 
there  were  both  day-  and 
boarding-pupils ;  as  in  the 
English  choir  schools,  the 
boys  were  given  an  adequate 
secondary  education  in  the 
school,  where  they  continued 
their  training  for  the  church 
choir.  At  a  somewhat  later 
time  St.  John’s  School  at¬ 
tained  the  status  of  a  college 
preparatory  school ;  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  headmaster 
remained  in  Fr.  Grafton’s 
hands.  It  may  be  assumed 
that  the  relation  of  the  school 
to  the  Parish  of  the  Advent 
ceased  when  the  new  church 
on  Brimmer  Street  was  occu¬ 
pied. 

Meanwhile  the  Sisters  of 
St.  Margaret  had  charge  of 
the  society  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  in  the  Advent  parish,  whom  they  constantly  visited. 
They  taught  in  the  Sunday  School,  and  had  charge  of  the 
infant  department. 

With  the  occupancy  of  the  Brimmer  Street  church  it 
is  probable  that  some  of  the  institutional  work  which  had 
been  carried  on  in  Bowdoin  Street  was  left  to  be  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  clergy  remaining  there,  for  which  they  and 
their  new  parish,  designated  as  the  Mission  Church  of  St. 
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John  the  Evangelist,  were  especially  fitted.  This  does  not 
imply,  however,  that  after  the  removal  to  Brimmer  Street 
there  was  any  slackening  of  effort  in  the  Parish  of  the  Ad¬ 
vent;  rather  was  it  henceforth  to  be  devoted  more  definitely 
to  interests  of  the  parish  itself,  as  indeed  the  location  of  the 
new  church  rendered  almost  inevitable. 

The  following  account  of  the  work  of  the  present  organi¬ 
zations  of  the  parish  will  show  the  wide  range  of  their  ac¬ 
tivities,  which  by  no  means  are  alone  confined  to  the  benefit 
of  the  parish. 

The  Department  of  Religious  Education 

The  objective  of  all  work  in  religious  education  at  the 
Church  of  the  Advent  is  to  help  all  who  take  part  in  it  to 
enter  more  fully  into  the  knowledge  and  love  and  service  of 
God.  The  center  is  the  Altar  and  the  Presence  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  work  is  organized  around  small  groups,  meeting 
specialized  needs,  and  covering  all  ages  from  infancy  to 
advanced  maturity.  The  name  of  the  infant  child  is  entered 
on  the  Cradle  Roll  as  soon  as  he  has  received  the  Sacrament 
of  Holy  Baptism,  and  suggestions  are  offered  for  his  early 
training  as  “a  member  of  Christ,  a  child  of  God,  and  an 
inheritor  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.”  When  he  is  three 
or  four  years  old,  he  is  welcomed  into  the  Church  School. 
This  meets  in  two  sections.  The  larger  part  meets  at  10 
a.m.,  and  is  staffed  by  a  group  of  men  and  women  who 
are  themselves  able,  intelligent,  consecrated  Christians  and 
Catholics.  The  second  section  meets  at  11  a.m.,  and  these 
classes  also  have  a  group  of  fine  teachers.  The  children 
who  come  at  10  also  attend  the  11  o’clock  Mass,  with  their 
parents  or  teachers.  Those  who  come  at  1 1  receive  instruc¬ 
tion  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  then  go  to  the 
church  for  the  last  part  of  the  Mass.  For  those  children  who 
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live  at  a  distance,  and  who  can  seldom  or  never  actually 
attend  the  sessions  of  the  Church  School,  there  is  the  “By- 
Mail”  department,  with  teachers  who  send  material  and  in¬ 
struct  by  mail.  The  membership  of  this  section  is  rapidly 
growing,  and  already  stretches,  geographically,  across  the 
continent  to  California.  The  boys  who  join  the  choir  or  St. 
Vincent’s  Guild  are  given  special  instruction  by  one  of  the 
priests.  The  girls  of  high  school  age  enter  the  Junior  Altar 
Guild,  with  its  regular  meetings  for  instruction  and  work. 
The  Young  People’s  Fellowship,  meeting  weekly  on  Sunday 
evenings,  carries  out  a  fourfold  program  of  study,  worship, 
fellowship,  and  service,  and  binds  together  the  young  people 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  25.  Several  members  of  the 
Fellowship  have  adopted  the  rule  of  life  of  the  Servants  of 
Christ  the  King. 

In  carrying  out  this  part  of  the  program  of  religious  edu¬ 
cation,  the  Church  School  Faculty  is  of  tremendous  impor¬ 
tance.  This  group  of  men  and  women  meets  monthly  for 
discussion  and  study,  and  for  prayer  in  the  Lady  Chapel, 
followed  the  next  Sunday  by  a  corporate  Communion. 

The  Department  of  Religious  Education  feels  a  special 
responsibility  for  the  large  numbers  of  student  nurses  and 
college  students  in  the  nearby  hospitals  and  colleges.  Spe¬ 
cial  meetings  are  planned  for  nurses,  and  invitations  sent  for 
various  parish  activities.  The  Advent  College  Group,  made 
up  of  women  students  from  seven  nearby  colleges,  meets 
monthly  for  fellowship  and  discussion. 

The  Adult  Class  in  Religion  meets  before  the  late  Mass 
on  Sundays.  It  is  led  by  distinguished  professors  and  doc¬ 
tors,  as  well  as  by  members  of  the  parish  staff.  It  is  at¬ 
tended  by  students,  visitors,  members  of  other  churches, 
people  new  in  the  parish,  parents  of  the  children,  and  by  the 
regular  communicants;  for  all  there  are  new  ideas  and 
added  strength  and  inspiration.  During  the  winter  of 
1943-44,  well  over  two  hundred  people  registered  in  some 
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section  of  this  class;  sometimes  as  many  as  125  attended 
a  single  session. 

The  Rector  and  Staff  meet  with  the  Council  for  Reli¬ 
gious  Education,  which  is  made  up  of  men  and  women 
representing  all  groups  in  the  parish,  to  evaluate  the  work 
and  to  plan  for  the  future  of  it.  In  this  way  the  program 
is  made  by  the  members  of  the  parish  themselves,  and  is 
adapted  year  by  year  to  meet  the  changing  needs. 

In  the  season  of  1943-44  almost  four  hundred  people 
took  part  in  this  program  of  religious  education.  It  is  far 
from  the  old  “Sunday  School”  idea.  It  is  rather  a  parish 
activity  for  all  people,  of  all  ages  and  groups,  having  as  its 
goal  the  development  of  Christian  worship,  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship,  and  Christian  living.  The  inspiration,  the  center, 
and  the  end  sought  are  at  the  Altar,  in  the  blessing,  the 
strength,  and  the  power  for  Christian  living  given  by  the 
Presence  of  our  Lord. 

The  Director  of  Religious  Education  is  Miss  Erna 
Blaydow. 

The  Young  People’s  Fellowship 

When  Fr.  Hale  came  to  the  Advent  in  November,  1937, 
one  of  the  first  activities  to  which  he  gave  attention  was  the 
Young  People’s  Fellowship.  Assisted  by  Mrs.  Hale,  his  in¬ 
terest  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  large  group.  The  young 
people  met  in  the  rectory  Sundays  after  Evensong,  often 
taxing  its  capacity.  With  the  assistance  of  the  Rev.  George 
R.  Metcalf  of  the  staff,  they  continued  to  meet  in  the  rec¬ 
tory  until  the  completion  of  Moseley  Hall  in  1941.  At  this 
time  the  Rev.  David  W.  Norton,  Jr.,  directed  their  activities. 

In  the  fall  of  1943  the  young  people’s  group  became  for¬ 
mally  affiliated  with  the  Young  People’s  Fellowship  of  the 
National  Church  and  the  United  Movement  of  the  Church’s 
Youth.  Following  in  large  part  the  national  group’s  plan  of 
organization  and  program  it  limited  its  membership  to  those 
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between  the  ages  of  IS  and  25.  At  the  present  time,  although 
many  members  are  in  the  Service,  the  group  continues  with 
•  a  constructive  program  of  worship,  study,  fellowship  and 
service. 

The  president  of  the  Young  People’s  Fellowship  is  Mr. 
Alf  P.  Christoff  ersen,  with  Fr.  Blynn  as  chaplain,  assisted 
by  Miss  Blaydow. 

The  Woman’s  Auxiliary 

The  Church  of  the  Advent  branch  of  the  Woman’s 
Auxiliary  to  the  National  Council  Incorporated  is  an  or¬ 
ganized  group  of  women  of  the  parish  who  are  particularly 
interested  in  missions.  Not  only  are  they  of  assistance  to 
the  rector  in  parish  work,  but  they  also  help  in  mission 
work  of  the  community,  the  diocese,  the  nation,  and  the 
world.  The  program  for  the  year  is  planned  to  carry  out 
a  definite  part  in  the  Church’s  work  in  all  these  five  fields  of 
service. 

The  Woman’s  Auxiliary,  together  with  other  woman’s 
work  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent,  stems  from  the  Parish 
Guild,  the  first  records  of  which  appear  in  Fr.  Grafton’s 
Parish  Almanac  for  the  Year  of  Grace ,  1874.  The  founders 
of  the  Parish  of  the  Advent  in  1844  had  in  view  “not  a 
Church  for  their  own  needs  alone.  The  Church  was  to  be 
a  Mission  Church.’’  In  the  third  year  of  his  rectorship 
Fr.  Grafton  sets  forth  the  aims  of  the  Parish  Guild  by 
saying  “All  the  ladies  of  the  Parish  who  can  give  any  time 
or  labor  to  Church  work  are  requested  to  enroll  themselves 
as  members  of  the  Guild.  The  rules  of  the  Guild  require 
that  each  member  shall  be  engaged  in  some  one  work  as¬ 
signed  to  her,  pay  a  small  monthly  assessment,  and  recite 
a  prayer  daily.  The  Mother  Louisa  Mary  of  St.  Margaret’s 
Sisterhood  is  Superior  of  the  Guild  and  assigns  and  directs 
the  work.  The  work  is  divided  into  four  departments:  (1) 
District  and  hospital  visiting,  mothers’  meetings  for  the 
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poor,  sewing-  classes  for  girls,  cottage  lectures;  (2)  Relief 
of  the  poor,  making  of  garments,  etc.;  (3)  Teaching  in  the 
Sunday  Schools,  copying  papers,  sale  of  tracts  and  books 
of  devotion,  which  may  be  obtained  in  the  Guild  Room ;  and 
(4)  The  providing  of  vestments  and  care  of  the  Altar.” 

The  interests  of  the  parish  extended  “without  the  par¬ 
ish”;  among  the  objects  listed  were  the  Episcopal  Fund, 


Convention  Fund,  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Widows  and 
Orphans  of  Deceased  Clergymen  of  the  Diocese,  St.  Ste¬ 
phen’s  House,  the  Margaret  Coffin  Prayer  Book  Society, 
Church  Home  Society,  Episcopal  Church  Association,  theo¬ 
logical  education,  Church  Institutions  in  Minnesota,  and 
various  other  organizations  and  good  causes.  In  that  year 
the  sum  of  $4,125.50  was  given,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
missionary  contribution,  which  was  to  the  amount  of 
$1,663.64. 

In  the  annual  reports  of  the  national  organization  called 


164 


THE  PARISH  OF  THE  ADVENT 


The  Dakota  League,  which  was  founded  in  1873  and  was 
a  forerunner  of  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  to  the  Board  of 
Missions,  the  Church  of  the  Advent  is  listed  with  other 
parishes  as  giving  money  and  clothing.  Little  groups  of 
workers,  such  as  those  in  the  Parish  Guild  of  the  Advent, 
also  banded  together  to  carry  forward  the  work  for  the 
Indians,  for  which  the  Bishop  of  Minnesota  in  an  earlier 
visit  to  Boston  had  aroused  such  sympathetic  interest. 

In  1878  the  Massachusetts  Branch  of  the  Woman’s  Aux¬ 
iliary  to  the  Board  of  Missions  was  organized,  and  the 
Dakota  League  became  a  division  of  its  work. 

Since  1922  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Diocese  of 
Massachusetts  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Church 
Service  League,  whose  purpose  is  “to  put  the  whole  strength 
of  the  Parish  in  the  whole  work  of  the  whole  Church.”  The 
principles  of  the  League  are:  (1)  The  recognition  of  the 
Parish  as  a  unit;  (2)  The  maintenance  of  a  Parish  execu¬ 
tive  group  in  charge  of  policies  and  plans  for  activities; 
(3)  The  provision  of  a  common  program,  covering  the 
five  fields  of  service;  and  (4)  Cooperation. 

About  1922,  when  the  Advent  Branch  of  the  Church 
Service  Leag*ue  was  formed,  the  ground  had  been  well 
prepared  through  the  careful  planning  of  laymen’s  work 
under  the  Mother  Superior  of  St.  Margaret’s.  The  work  of 
the  several  parish  organizations  was  already  well  co¬ 
ordinated,  with  an  annual  meeting  at  which  all  the  Guilds 
of  the  Parish  were  represented  and  their  reports  were  ren¬ 
dered,  so  that  the  aim  of  the  Church  Service  League  to 
prevent  overlapping  of  activities  was  well  achieved.  Al¬ 
though  the  Advent  Branch  is  no  longer  existent,  the  various 
organizations  of  the  parish  still  continue  to  send  delegates 
to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  diocesan  League,  and  the  rec¬ 
tor  calls  together  all  leaders  for  counsel  and  for  planning 
of  the  new  year’s  program  in  the  parish. 

The  present  program  of  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary  follows 
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the  lines  of  the  plans  made  at  General  Convention,  and 
through  cooperation  with  the  several  departments  carrying 
on  the  mission  work  of  the  Church  and  meeting  in  Diocesan 
Council,  the  Auxiliary  plans  its  year’s  work,  obtains  speak¬ 
ers,  and  develops  incentive  for  good  works. 

Although  the  attendance  at  the  missionary  meetings 
varies,  the  membership  includes  all  women  of  the  parish. 
There  is  an  evening  group  of  the  Auxiliary  (q.v.),  and  for 
a  short  time  there  was  also  a  Junior  Auxiliary. 

The  Woman’s  Auxiliary  of  the  Advent  is  now  in  its 
sixty-seventh  year,  and  its  activities  are  closely  woven  into 
the  fabric  of  the  parish.  The  organization  has  always  been 
dependable,  meeting  cheerfully  every  quota  assigned  to  it 
and  contributing  many  valuable  workers  to  the  mission 
field,  and  officers  to  the  diocesan  organizations. 

The  President  of  the  Advent  Woman’s  Auxiliary  is  Mrs. 
Walter  W.  Gaskill. 

The  Evening  Auxiliary 

The  Guild  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  after  a  noble  record  of 
service  well  done,  did  a  brave  thing.  Meeting  in  January, 
1941,  the  members  voted  to  ask  the  rector  to  form  a  new 
Guild  to  be  an  evening  branch  of  the  Woman’s  Auxiliary 
to  the  National  Council,  geared  to  meet  the  need  and  chan¬ 
nel  the  devotions  of  business  and  professional  women  who 
could  not  attend  meetings  during  the  day,  and,  because  of 
distances,  found  it  difficult  to  come  out  at  night. 

Thus  the  devotion  of  the  faithful  members  of  the  Guild 
of  St.  Francis  Xavier  was  poured  into  this  new  mould  and 
captured  the  interest  of  a  new  group,  which  met  that  same 
month,  and  because  of  a  considerable  number  of  younger 
women,  divided  into  junior  and  senior  divisions,  meeting 
separately  for  work  and  study  but  together  for  business 
and  prayer. 
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From  the  beginning,  the  meetings  began  with  supper  and 
ended  with  compline  in  the  Lady  Chapel,  thus  developing 
a  fine  sort  of  fellowship. 

The  division  of  work  has  changed  from  time  to  time 
and  the  program  has  been  elastic  and  adapted  to  changing 
conditions,  but  has  included  the  five  fields  of  service — 
parish,  community,  diocese,  nation  and  world. 

Thus  the  youngest  of  our  parish  organizations  has  laid 
a  firm  foundation  on  which  to  build  for  the  future,  and  has 
already  shown  steadfastness  in  devotion  to  our  Lord  and 
His  Church. 

The  President  of  the  Evening  Auxiliary  is  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth  Morris. 

Advent  Production  Unit 
American  Red  Cross 

Soon  after  war  was  declared  in  1917,  and  the  American 
Red  Cross  appealed  for  volunteer  groups,  Sister  Helen, 
S.S.M.,  who  was  on  the  staff  of  the  parish,  established  a 
center  for  giving  out  surgical  dressings  and  knitting.  Until 
the  Armistice  in  November,  1918,  there  was  an  evening 
meeting  for  instruction,  and  the  work  was  taken  to  be  done 
at  home  or  in  the  guild  groups. 

Long  before  the  United  States  entered  the  Second  World 
War  the  American  Red  Cross  appealed  for  expansion  of 
organization  and  establishment  of  War  Surgical  Produc¬ 
tion  Units  to  meet  the  request  of  the  English  army  for 
dressings,  and  clothing  for  refugees.  On  June  12,  1940 
the  Church  of  the  Advent  Production  Unit  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross  was  organized. 
This  group  has  met  regularly  once  a  week  at  the  Parish 
House,  and  has  used  Croswell  Hall  and  later  Moseley  Hall 
for  an  all-day  meeting,  open  to  parish  and  neighborhood. 
Over  a  four-year  period  the  membership  has  averaged  forty 
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members  per  month,  who  have  volunteered  an  average  of 
four  hundred  and  fifty  hours  a  month.  The  Chairman  and 
her  two  assistants  have  shared  the  responsibility  of  plan¬ 
ning,  instructing,  and  inspecting  the  work. 

One  of  five  hundred  and  eighty  production  units  of  the 
Metropolitan  Chapter,  the  Advent  unit  has  accomplished 
its  share  of  the  national  quota  of  surgical  dressings  and 
hospital  supplies  for  our  army  and  navy;  for  soldiers,  it  has 
provided  kits  and  knitted  articles,  and  has  assisted  in  meet¬ 
ing  emergency  requirements  of  our  local  hospitals.  It  has 
been  commended  for  its  high  standard  of  workmanship  and 
dependability,  and  will  continue  the  work  until  the  need 
has  passed. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Advent  Unit  is  Mrs.  Walter  W. 
Gaskill. 

The  Altar  Guild 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  Parish  Guild, 
which  in  1874  included  all  activities  of  the  women  of  the 
parish,  and  which  was  divided  into  four  groups.  One  of 
these  divisions  was  charged  with  “the  providing  of  vest¬ 
ments  and  care  of  the  Altar/5  and  later  began  an  independ¬ 
ent  existence  as  the  Altar  Guild.  In  time  the  Altar  Guild 
in  its  turn  absorbed  St.  Mary’s  Embroidery  Guild. 

During  all  these  years  the  work  of  the  Altar  Guild  has 
gone  on  faithfully,  and  the  “beauty  of  holiness”  for  which 
the  Church  of  the  Advent  has  long  been  widely  known, 
owes  much  to  the  succession  of  women  who  have  devoted 
time,  talent,  and  money  to  its  maintenance. 

The  present  responsibilities  of  the  Altar  Guild  include 
the  provision  of  wine,  wafers,  incense,  and  candles ;  of  vest¬ 
ments  of  linen  for  choir,  acolytes,  priests,  and  altars,  and 
for  the  laundering  of  the  same;  the  care  of  silk  mass  vest¬ 
ments  and  copes;  the  arrangement  of  flowers  upon  the 
altars,  and  assurance  of  their  provision  either  as  memorials 
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or  by  means  of  special  funds ;  and  providing  new  vestments 
whenever  it  is  possible,  to  replace  those  which  are  rapidly 
giving  out  after  many  years  of  use.  A  sewing  committee 
meets  weekly  to  repair  the  old  and  to  provide  new  vestments 
and  linens. 

In  the  daily  routine  a  Sacristan  is  employed,  who  pre¬ 
pares  and  cleanses  the  Sacred  Vessels,  lays  out  priests'  vest¬ 
ments,  cares  for  candles,  keeps  the  three  altars  vested, 
orders  supplies  as  needed,  and  sees  that  everything  is  in 
readiness  which  is  necessary  for  any  service,  whether  it 
be  a  regular  one  or  a  special  service  such  as  a  baptism,  a 
wedding,  or  a  funeral. 

Guild  membership  is  of  two  kinds :  active  members,  who 
are  admitted  after  a  period  of  training  and  who  assist  in  the 
manifold  duties  involved  in  the  work  of  the  Guild ;  and  asso¬ 
ciate  members,  who  make  an  annual  contribution. 

An  annual  meeting  in  the  autumn  and  a  corporate  com¬ 
munion  on  Ascension  Day  are  held  regularly;  occasionally 
other  meetings  are  called  by  the  rector. 

St.  Vincent’s  Guild 

The  reverent  and  efficient  character  of  the  service  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  servers  and  acolytes  at  the  Advent  has  long 
been  recognized,  and  provides  an  example  of  high  standard 
which  has  not  been  without  influence  in  other  parishes  of 
the  diocese. 

For  many  years  the  servers  and  acolytes  had  been  or¬ 
ganized  under  the  name  of  St.  Vincent’s  Guild;  in  increas¬ 
ing  measure  the  quality  of  their  work  elicited  inquiries  from 
other  parishes  regarding  the  form  of  their  organization 
and  the  details  of  its  administration.  On  St.  Vincent’s  Day 
(January  22)  in  1915  the  national  Order  of  St.  Vincent 
was  founded,  through  the  initiative  and  active  interest  of 
Robert  T.  Walker.  For  more  than  a  decade  Mr.  Walker 
had  directed  the  work  of  the  Guild  at  the  Advent, — now 
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Alpha  Chapter  of  the  national  organization — and  had  su¬ 
pervised  the  work  in  the  sanctuary.  Today,  as  for  many 
years  past,  candidates  for  admission  to  the  Guild,  when  well 
prepared,  are  formally  admitted  in  a  public  service,  and 
undertake  definite  obligations  befitting  the  solemn  implica¬ 
tions  of  their  office. 

Until  his  death  in  1931  Mr.  Walker  continued  to  act  as 
Warden  of  St.  Vincent’s  Guild  and  as  Master  of  Cere¬ 
monies  in  the  services  of  the  Advent;  training  the  new 
servers  and  acolytes,  and  maintaining  an  ever-watchful  care 
for  the  perpetuation  of  the  Guild’s  ideals.  The  beautiful 
statue  of  the  Blessed  Mother  and  Child,  brought  from  Eng¬ 
land  by  Fr.  Hamlin  and  placed  over  the  tabernacle  in  the 
Lady  Chapel,  was  given  by  the  Guild  in  Mr.  Walker’s 
memory. 

Despite  the  loss  of  many  active  members  in  the  various 
chapters  by  reason  of  their  enrollment  in  the  country’s 
service,  the  national  Order  now  embraces  more  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  active  chapters,  with  a  total  membership 
of  nearly  two  thousand. 

The  National  Order  of  St.  Vincent  is  officially  affiliated 
with  the  Scottish  Guild  of  Servers,  and  enjoys  an  informal 
affiliation  with  the  English  organization,  The  Servants  of 
the  Sanctuary. 

The  present  Warden  of  the  Advent  Chapter  is  Mr.  Walter 
W.  Gaskill,  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  Parish. 

The  Confraternity  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament 

The  Confraternity  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  a  devo¬ 
tional  society  founded  in  England  in  1867,  and  now  co¬ 
existent  with  the  Anglican  Communion,  is  open  to  adult 
communicants,  clerical  and  lay,  to  promote  the  following 
objects:  (1)  The  Honor  due  to  the  Person  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  Blessed  Sacrament  of  His  Body  and 
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The  Acoeytes  and  Servers,  1944 
With  the  Clergy,  the  Verger  and  the  Warden  of  St.  Vincent’s  Guild 
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Blood.  (2)  Mutual  and  Special  Intercession  at  the  time  of, 
and  in  union  with,  the  Eucharistic  Sacrifice.  (3)  To  pro¬ 
mote  the  observance  of  the  Catholic  and  primitive  practice 
of  receiving  the  Holy  Communion  fasting. 

Since  1901  there  has  been  an  Advent  Ward  of  the  Con¬ 
fraternity.  The  rector  is  superior  of  the  ward 
and  the  secretary-treasurer  is  Miss  Eleanor 
M.  Orton,  who  sends  the  monthly  Interces¬ 
sion  Paper  to  the  members  and  receives  the 
annual  dues. 

The  Guild  of  All  Souls 

At  the  time  of  writing  a  Ward  of  the  Guild 
of  All  Souls  is  in  process  of  formation  at  the 
Advent.  This  Guild  is  a  Devotional  Society 
of  the  Anglican  Communion  founded  in  Eng¬ 
land  in  1873,  open  to  clergy  and  laity  alike,  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  intercessory  prayer  for  the  dying  and  for 
the  repose  of  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed;  to  provide 
accessories  for  Catholic  burial;  and  for  the  distribution  of 
pertinent  literature. 

Father  Blynn  is  the  Warden  of  the  Advent  branch;  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  is  Miss  Arlene  E.  Gault. 

The  Men’s  Guild 

In  1914  an  Ecclesiological  Society  was  organized  at  the 
Advent,  for  the  purpose  of  awakening  an  interest  in  the 
study  of  ecclesiology.  In  1919  the  name  of  the  society  was 
changed  to  The  Men’s  Guild,  and  its  object  was  broadened 
to  include  consideration  of  topics  of  interest  and  impor¬ 
tance  in  other  fields  as  well. 

Monthly  meetings  have  been  held,  excepting  during  the 
summer,  with  addresses  by  the  rector  and  members  of  the 
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parish  and  by  prominent  guest  speakers;  usually,  although 
not  always,  upon  subjects  related  to  the  Church  and  religion. 

In  recent  years  an  outstanding  feature  of  the  season’s 
program  was  the  annual  pilgrimage,  on  the  evening  of 
Rogation  Monday,  to  the  private  chapel  of  St.  Elizabeth  of 
Hungary,  on  the  estate  of  the  late  Ralph  Adams  Cram  in 
Sudbury.  There  the  service  consisted  of  the  Litany  sung 
in  procession  through  the  garden,  followed  by  Vespers  and 
Benediction  in  the  chapel. 

The  President  of  the  Guild  is  Mr.  Milton  C.  Blackwood. 

The  Church  Periodical  Club 

The  Advent  Branch  of  the  national  society  was  founded 
before  1920.  Its  object  is  to  supply  magazines  and  other 
literature  to  clergy,  churchmen,  and  churchwomen,  many 
of  whom  are  living  in  distant  and  often  isolated  parts  of 
the  country,  and  in  missions  at  home  and  abroad;  and  to 
schools  and  institutions,  particularly  hospitals. 

Contributions  of  books  and  periodicals  received  from 
parishioners  are  sent  monthly  to  such  destinations  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Society,  who  also  uses  gifts  of  money  for 
additional  purchases.  Many  periodicals  are  sent  regularly, 
and  the  value  to  the  recipients  of  any  of  these  items  is  well 
attested  by  the  grateful  and  appreciative  letters  received. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Church  Periodical  Club  is  Miss 
Pauline  Smith. 


The  Burial  Guild 

In  May  1879,  the  rector,  Fr.  Grafton,  recommended  the 
provision  of  a  parish  burying-ground.  In  March  of  the 
following  year  a  lot  in  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  was  pur¬ 
chased,  and  a  Burial  Society  was  organized.  In  1906  an 
additional  lot  was  acquired,  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  and 
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the  name  of  the  society  was  changed  to  The  Burial  Guild, 
the  object  of  the  Guild  being  “to  ensure  to  its  members 
reverent  Christian  burial  in  consecrated  ground  at  reason¬ 
able  cost.” 

Membership  is  open  to  any  baptized  person  who  is  a 
regular  worshipper  in  the  Church  of  the  Advent.  Each 
member  pays  a  small  sum  monthly  for  membership,  such 
payments  continuing  until  the  total  sum  of  $140  has  been 
paid  in.  Completion  of  these  payments  entitles  the  mem¬ 
ber  at  his  death  to  burial  in  one  of  the  Advent  lots,  or 
even  in  some  other  location,  with  all  burial  expenses  paid 
in  accordance  with  the  schedule  of  the  Guild;  or  a  part  of 
the  whole  of  the  paid-up  sum  may  be  transferred  by  the 
member  while  living,  either  to  defray  the  burial  expenses 
of  another  baptized  person,  or  to  reduce  the  balance  re¬ 
maining  to  be  paid  by  another  member. 

The  Guild  has  at  all  times  been  efficiently  managed,  and 
the  assurance  it  affords  is  a  source  of  comfort  to  all  its 
living  members,  who  now  number  forty-one.  Since  the 
foundation  of  the  Guild  there  have  been  142  interments  in 
Cedar  Grove,  39  at  Woodlawn,  and  14  at  outside  cemeteries. 

Mr.  James  H.  Hurter  is  Treasurer  of  the  Burial  Guild. 

Other  Organizations 

A  complete  list  of  the  many  organizations  which  have 
existed  during  the  long  period  of  the  Advent’s  life  could 
not  be  compiled  without  recourse  to  records  which  unfor¬ 
tunately  are  not  available  today.  Some  of  these  organiza¬ 
tions  were  active  only  for  a  comparatively  short  time; 
others  enjoyed  a  longer  span  of  life,  only  to  be  merged 
eventually  into  one  or  another  of  the  societies  which  are 
functioning  today,  or  in  course  of  time  also  to  be  discon¬ 
tinued. 

The  several  year-books  published  during  the  years  from 
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1922  to  1931,  however,  afford  definite  information  regard¬ 
ing  some  of  these  organizations,  which  in  their  time  ren¬ 
dered  valuable  service  in  the  parish.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret 
that  the  list  certainly  must  be  incomplete,  as  far  as  some 
of  the  earlier  activities  are  concerned. 

The  Church  Service  League ,  of  which  the  Advent  Branch 
was  founded  about  1922,  aimed  “to  federate  all  the  Guilds 
of  the  Parish,  and  to  give  every  member  of  the  Parish  an 
opportunity  to  enlist  in  one  of  the  Five  Fields  of  Service — 
the  Parish,  the  Community,  the  Diocese,  the  Nation,  the 
World — under  the  main  departments  of  the  Church’s  work: 
Missions,  Social  Service,  Religious  Education.” 

The  Guild  of  St.  Francis  Xavier.  In  May,  1911,  when 
all  the  churches  in  Boston  collaborated  to  produce  “The 
World  in  Boston,”  a  group  of  men  and  women  from  the 
Church  of  the  Advent  acted  as  Stewards  to  the  Japanese 
Court.  They  became  so  interested  in  Japanese  missions  that 
they  continued  to  meet  in  the  parish  house  for  study.  Or¬ 
ganizing  as  a  Parish  Guild  in  October,  1911,  Dr.  van  Allen 
suggested  that  the  Guild  adopt  the  name  of  the  first  Chris¬ 
tian  missionary  to  Japan:  St.  Francis  Xavier.  Accepting 
this  suggestion,  they  continued  to  work  as  a  missionary 
guild  until  1941.  Their  activities  included  work  in  the  five 
fields  of  service:  educating  Japanese  and  French  orphans; 
contributing  regularly  to'  a  Leper  Colony;  sending  three 
hundred  volumes  to  a  priest  in  the  mountains  of  Kentucky 
as  the  nucleus  of  a  travelling  library;  making  and  giving 
four  sets  of  altar  hangings  (white,  violet,  red,  and  green) 
for  the  Chapel  of  The  House  of  Mercy;  entertaining  for¬ 
eign  students,  and  working  for  the  hospitals.  Sharing  in 
parish  work,  they  provided  kitchen  equipment,  silver,  glass¬ 
ware,  linen,  and  dining-room  dishes.  At  a  time  when  there 
were  no  restaurants  open  Sundays  on  Charles  Street,  a 
committee  of  thirty-three  was  formed,  three  of  whom,  in 
turn,  served  breakfasts  in  Croswell  Hall  after  the  early 
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masses  on  Sundays.  In  June,  1914  the  Guild  gave  a  large 
Bible  for  the  lectern.  A  memorial  gift  of  violet  vestments 
followed  some  years  later ;  both  of  these  gifts  are  being  used 
by  our  clergy  in  the  services  today.  An  initial  gift  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars  by  the  Guild  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  fund 
which  provided  the  Parish  House.  The  good  works  of  the 
Guild  benefited  the  parish  in  many  ways,  impossible  to 
enumerate  here.  The  members  endeavored  to  cultivate 
Christian  fellowship,  having'  four  corporate  communions 
each  year,  with  a  service  of  preparation  by  one  of  the 
parish  clergy. 

The  Guild  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  was  disbanded  in  1941 
in  favor  of  the  Woman’s  Evening  Auxiliary. 

St.  Agnes  Guild ,  one  of  the  oldest  Guilds  in  the  Parish, 
supplied  needy  small  children  with  clothing. 

Girls’  Friendly  Society.  A  branch  of  the  diocesan  or¬ 
ganization,  having  for  its  aim  “to  unite  women  and  girls 
in  a  fellowship  of  prayer  and  service  for  the  upholding  of 
the  standards  of  Christian  womanhood.”  Weekly  meetings 
were  held,  with  a  service  once  each  month;  various  good 
causes  were  assisted  by  gifts  and  personal  interest. 

Guild  of  St.  Luke  the  Physician.  Organized  to  help  the 
work  among  lepers  in  Japan  and  elsewhere.  No  meetings 
were  held,  but  the  members  undertook  to  pray  for  the  work 
and  to  pledge  regular  payment  of  a  sum  of  money. 

The  Mothers’  Union ,  having  for  its  object  “friendliness' 
and  encouragement  among  its  members.”  Weekly  meetings 
were  held,  providing  opportunity  for  social  enjoyment, 
reading,  and  prayer.  From  time  to  time  parties  were  given, 
and  flowers  were  sent  to  members  and  others  who  were  ill. 

The  Parish  Guild  offered  to  women  in  the  parish  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  do  sewing  at  home,  the  work  and  remuneration 
for  it  being  provided  by  the  Guild. 

St.  Helena’s  Guild  cared  for  making  albs  and  surplices  for 
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priests,  acolytes  and  choir,  together  with  mending  and  keep¬ 
ing*  in  repair  those  already  in  use. 

St.  Mary's  Embroidery  Guild  undertook  the  making  and 
repair  of  silk  mass  vestments,  and  provided  not  a  few  of 
those  in  use  today.  In  time  the  work  of  the  organization 
was  taken  over  by  the  Altar  Guild. 

Parish  Workroom.  Through  the  Supply  Secretary  of  the 
Church  Service  League  garments  for  men,  women,  and 
children  were  obtained  from  the  Diocesan  Supply  Bureau 
and  made  up.  Household  and  hospital  supplies  were  also 
provided,  the  latter  being  sent  to  hospitals,  schools,  and 
missions. 

Order  of  Sir  Galahad.  A  diocesan  organization  pri¬ 
marily  for  boys  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  Advent 
Chapter  was  formed  in  1924. 


Staff  and  Officers  of  the  Parish 


1944 


THE  STAFF 

The  Reverend  Whitney  Hale,  D.D. 

The  Reverend  Peter  R.  Blynn 


Frederick  Johnson 
Sister  Mildred,  S.S.M. 
Mrs.  Margaret  H.  Lane 
Miss  Erna  Blaydow 

Miss  Alice  W.  Clark 
Miss  Alice  M.  Preston 

Joseph  H.  Hunting 
Walter  M.  Keith 
William  Foskey 


Rector 

Assistant 

Organist  and  Choirmaster 
Parish  Visitor 
Secretary 

Director  of  Religious 
Education 
Librarian 
Sacristan 

Verger 

Sexton 

Assistant 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  PARISH 


Senior  Warden 
Junior  Warden 
Clerk 
Treasurer 

Assistant  Treasurer 
Clerk  pro  tempore  * 


William  K.  Richardson 
Paul  M.  Hubbard 
Lawrence  Coolidge 
Paul  M.  Hubbard 
Walter  W.  Gaskill 
Edward  A.  Taft 


Present  Members  of  the  Corporation 
(With  Date  of  Election) 


William  K.  Richardson  1890 

Paul  M.  Hubbard  1912 

Wallace  Goodrich  1916 

Walter  W.  Gaskill  1921 

Edward  Kennard  Rand  1921 


*  During  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  in  the  National  Service. 

182 


STAFF  AND  OFFICERS  OF  THE  PARISH  183 


Herbert  W.  C.  Browne  1926 

Lawrence  Coolidge  1927 

Charles  E.  Bacon  1928 

James  H.  Hurter  1930 

Allyn  B.  Mclntire  1932 

Archibald  F.  Cheney  1933 

Dr.  W.  Porter  Pratt  1935 

Vaughan  Jealous  1936 

John  A.  Mason  1937 

Edward  O.  Proctor  1938 

Harold  Jefferson  Coolidge,  Jr.  1940 
Edward  A.  Taft  1940 

Milton  C.  Blackwood  1942 

Samuel  Eliot  Morison  1942 

John  Daniel  Wild  1944 


Members  of  the  Vestry 

William  K.  Richardson  (Senior  Warden) 

Paul  M.  Hubbard  (Junior  Warden) 

Edward  Kennard  Rand 

James  H.  Hurter 

Wallace  Goodrich 

Charles  E.  Bacon 

Dr.  W.  Porter  Pratt 

Vaughan  Jealous 

Edward  O.  Proctor 


The  Executive  Committee 

On  November  6,  1929,  the  following  action  was  taken  by 
the  corporation  and  the  wardens  and  vestry:  “Whereas 
matters  requiring  prompt  decision  or  advice  on  the  part 
of  the  Corporation  and  Vestry  sometimes  arise  between 
their  stated  meetings, — Resolved  that  a  Committee,  to  be 
called  the  Parish  Committee,  be  appointed  consisting  of  the 
four  officers  of  the  Corporation  and  three  members  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Senior  Warden,  with  full  power  to  deal 
with  such  matters  in  behalf  of  the  Corporation  and  V estry. 
.  .  (Since  1929  the  members  of  the  committee  other  than 
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the  officers  have  been  elected  annually  by  the  corporation.) 
Harold  Jefferson  Coolidge,  clerk  of  the  parish,  served  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  until  his  death  in  1934,  when 
the  rector,  who  ex  officio  had  been  made  an  additional  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  committee  in  1931,  was  elected  to  that  office  by 
the  corporation  and  vestry.  In  1931  the  membership  of 
the  committee,  including  the  officers,  had  been  increased  to 
eight;  in  1934  it  was  again  raised  to  nine.  In  1941  the  title 
of  the  committee  was  changed  to  Executive  Committee. 
Stated  meetings  are  held  monthly,  except  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  and  all  action  is  subsequently  submitted  to  the  corpora¬ 
tion  and  vestry  for  ratification. 


Members  of  the  corporation  who  have  served  on  the 
Parish  or  Executive  Committee: 


George  P.  Gardner 
Joseph  Grafton  Minot 
Harold  Jefferson  Coolidge 


1929-1939 

1929-1930 

1929-1934 

1929- 


*  Paul  M.  Hubbard 


George  O.  G.  Coale 

*  William  K.  Richardson 

*  Walter  W.  Gaskill 


1929-1934 

1929- 


1929- 


Lawrence  Coolidge 
*  Wallace  Goodrich 


1931-1941 

1931- 


*  Charles  E.  Bacon 
James  PI.  Hurter 


Archibald  F.  Cheney 


Dr.  Walter  Boyd 


1934—1935 

1934- 1938 

1935- 


Dr.  W.  Porter  Pratt 
Dr.  Neil  L.  Crone 
*  Allyn  B.  Mclntire 


1935- 1936 

1936- 1937 

1937- 1941 

1938- 


*  Edward  A.  Taft 

*  Edward  O.  Proctor 


*  John  A.  Mason 


1940- 

1940- 

1941- 


*  Present  members. 
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1844-1944 


RECTORS  OF  THE  PARISH  OF  THE  ADVENT 


Rev.  William  Croswell,  D.D.  1844— 

Rt.  Rev.  Horatio  Southgate,  D.D.  1852- 

Rev.  James  A.  Bolles,  D.D.  1859- 

Rev.  Charles  C.  Grafton,  S.S.J.E.  1872- 

Rev.  William  B.  Frisby  1888- 

Rev.  William  Harman  van  Allen,  S.T.D.  1902- 
Rev.  Julian  D.  Hamlin  1929- 

Rev.  Benjamin  I.  Harrison  1934- 

Rev.  Alfred  Newbery  1937- 

Rev.  Whitney  Hale,  D.D.  1937- 


died  in  1851 
resigned  in  1858 
resignation  became 
effective  in  1870 
resigned  in  1888 
died  in  1902 
resigned  in  1929 
resigned  in  1934 
resigned  in  1936 
died  the  same  year 


ASSISTANT  CLERGY 


1844 

F.  W.  I.  Pollard 
Oliver  S.  Prescott 
Moses  P.  Stickney  1 
Philip  Tocque2 
W.  S.  Southgate  2 
Andrew  Mackie  3 
Cyrus  Frederick  Knight 4 
Robert  Ritchie 
Joseph  W.  Hill 
Joseph  Richey  5 
Arthur  Ritchie 
Louis  George  Milne  6 7 
Edward  Benedict 
John  Anketell 


1944 

Freeborn  Coggeshall 
Arthur  C.  A.  Hall,  S.S.J.E. 
Walter  R.  Gardner 
G.  E.  Shepherd,  S.S.J.E. 
Edward  Osborne,  S.S.J.E. 
Fred  Francis  Sherman 
Nicholas  Hoppin 
William  Creighton  Spencer 
Alden  Welling 
John  Avery  Mills 
George  Frederick  Daniels 
Arthur  Chase 
John  Wynne  Jones  8 
W.  T.  Dakin 


1  Also  acting  Rector  1858/9,  1869/70 

2  Deacon  Associate 

3  Priest  Associate 

4  Consecrated  4th  Bishop  of  Milwaukee,  Mar.  26,  1889 

5  Elected  Assistant  Rector  1872,  but  accepted  call  to  Baltimore 

6  Consecrated  Bishop  of  Bombay  in  1876 

7  Assistant  Rector  1880-1882.  Resigned  1882.  Consecrated  4th 
Bishop  of  Vermont  February  2,  1894.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
Fr.  Hall,  in  1880,  was  the  only  one  who  ever  actually  held  the  office 
of  Assistant  Rector  authorized  by  the  constitution  of  1844. 

8  Also  Acting  Rector  1898/9 
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Harold  Ethelbert  Addison 
Frank  Ellas  Bissell 
David  Cassell  Hinton 
Frederick  A.  Reeve 
Lawrence  S.  Shermer 
Henry  A.  Metcalf 
William  B.  Stoskopf 
G.  J.  Walenta 
Francis  B.  Boyer 
Louis  A.  Lanpher 
Glenn  Tilley  Morse 
John  Higginson  Cabot  2nd 
Charles  J.  Ketchum 
W.  Austin  Mitchell 
Frank  Ernest  Aitkins 
William  Russell  Scarritt 
E.  F.  H.  J.  Masse 
George  Nattress 
Charles  Reagh 
Henry  St.  Clair  Whitehead 
Stephen  D.  Thaw 


Allan  W.  Cooke 
Victor  O.  Anderson 
Raymond  Andrews  Chapman 
William  C.  Robertson 
Robert  J.  Evans 
Walter  M.  Whitehill 
James  A.  Osborne 
Sydney  Atmore  Caine 
W.  R.  Damuth 
Hugh  Morton 
George  Virgil  Hewes 
Benjamin  I.  Harrison  9 
Clarence  O.  Hicks 
Walter  F.  Tuhey 
Robert  F.  Sweetser 
Edgar  W.  Wilcock 
George  R.  Metcalf 
Frederick  Fox  Bartrop 
David  W.  Norton,  Jr. 

Peter  R.  Blynn 


Others  who  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  parish,  although  not 

officially  members  of  its  staff  of  clergy,  were : 

The  Rev.  Asa  Eaton,  “from  the  first  a  firm  friend  to  the  parish,”  who 
assisted  at  nearly  all  the  services  in  the  earlier  years,  and  who 
served  as  Acting  Rector  after  the  death  of  Dr.  Croswell.  It  is  not 
clear  whether  he  was  ever  officially  attached  to  the  parish. 

The  Rev.  Henry  N.  Hudson,  who  assisted  in  Sunday  services  under 
Dr.  Croswell. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Lambert,  U.S.N.,  who  conducted  the  daily  serv¬ 
ices  in  1851/2. 

The  Rev.  Francis  Foxcroft  and  the  Rev.  John  Wayland,  who  took 
charge  of  the  services  ad  interim  after  the  resignation  of  Bishop 
Southgate. 

The  Rev.  Pelham  Williams,  who  officiated  as  catechist  in  1865  and 
assisted  during  Lent  and  at  Easter,  1899. 

The  Rev.  Fr.  Richard  Meux  Benson,  S.S.J.E.,  Founder  of  the  Society 
of  Mission  Priests  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  Cowley  St.  John, 
Oxford,  and  his  associates  (1870-1882) 


9  Elected  Rector  of  the  Parish  1934 
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The  Rev.  Spence  Burton,  S.S.J.E.,  Priest-in-charge,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  William  M.  V.  Hoffman,  Jr.,  S.S.J.E.,  March-September 
1929. 

The  Very  Rev.  John  M.  McGann,  Acting  Rector  January-May  1937. 
The  Rev.  William  F.  Cheney,  The  Rev.  Charles  L.  Mallory,  the  Rev. 
Arthur  W.  H.  Eaton,  and  the  Rev.  C.  E.  O.  Nichols,  Honorary  Cu¬ 
rates. 

The  Rev.  Charles  S.  Hutchinson,  D.D.,  Honorary  Associate 
The  Rev.  Laurence  A.  Copeland,  who  is  now  assisting. 


(Note:  While  every  effort  has  been  made  to  assure  the  accuracy  of 
the  foregoing  lists,  there  may  be  omissions  due  to  incompleteness  of 
the  records.) 


PAST  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CORPORATION 


*  Richard  H.  Dana,  Sen. 

*  Richard  H.  Dana,  Jun. 

*  William  Foster  Otis 


*  William  J.  Dale 

*  Dr.  Richard  M.  Copeland 

*  Dr.  William  Edward  Coale 

*  Isaac  H.  Adams,  Jr. 

*  Theodore  Metcalf 


1844-1851 
1844-1879 
1844-185 7 
1844-1847 
1844-1874 


1844-1857,  1858-1865 


*  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Jr. 

*  Henry  Burroughs 

*  Charles  P.  Gordon 


*  Robert  Farley 


*  Thomas  M.  J.  Dehon 

*  Dr.  Richard  H.  Salter 


1844-1848 
1844-1857 
1844-1853 
1844-1851 
1844-1857 
1844-1861 
1844-184 7 
1844-1867 


John  P.  Tarbell 


Dr.  Fitch  Edward  Oliver 
Joseph  Burnett 


Henry  M.  Parker 


Andrew  Oliver 
N.  Austin  Parks 


*  Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck,  Jr. 

*  Thomas  D.  Morris 

*  Charles  R.  Bond 

*  John  Codman 


*  Theron  Metcalf 

*  Alexander  Wood 


1844-1893 

1844-1849 

1844-1849 

1844-1854 

1844-1855 

1844-1854 

1848-1894 

1848-1863 

1848-1850 

1848- 1865 

1849- 1892 

1850- 1871 


*  Original  members 
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S.  Brenton  Thompson 

Peter  Wainwright 

Daniel  Chamberlain 

Henry  T.  Parker 

George  W.  Pearson 

Samuel  Eliot 

Horatio  Bigelow 

Causten  Browne 

Frederick  H.  Stimpson 

Charles  F.  Shimmin 

Dr.  William  E.  Townsend 

Dr.  Frederick  S.  Ainsworth 

William  S.  Eaton 

Hon.  Isaac  F.  Redfield 

Edward  N.  Perkins 

Theron  J.  Dale 

William  H.  C.  Copeland 

Charles  H.  Joy 

George  Fisher 

Charles  P.  Gardiner 

Charles  K.  Cobb 

Robert  Codman 

Henry  C.  Hutchins 

Erving  Winslow 

John  H.  Sturgis 

Col.  Thomas  T.  S.  Laidley 

Thomas  Nelson 

George  O.  G.  Coale 

Francis  V.  Parker 

Joshua  M.  Sears 

Francis  W.  Hunnewell 

Joseph  S.  Bigelow 

Stephen  C.  Drew 

Samuel  Ritchie 

George  P.  Gardner 

Francis  I.  Amory 

Joseph  Grafton  Minot 

Leverett  Saltonstall  Tuckerman 

Harry  Burnett 

Henry  A.  Clapp 

George  A.  Whiteside 

Walter  T.  Dana 

Harold  Jefferson  Coolidge 

Charles  R.  Sturgis 

Frederick  S.  Moseley 


1851-1 873 

1853-1856,  1873-1878 
1853-1857 

1853- 1861 

1854- 1858 

1854-1856,  1865-189 8 

1856-1888 
1856-18 67 

1856- 1 873 

1857- 1873 

1858- 1866 
1860-1 878 

1860- 1872 

1861- 1875 
1861-1873 
1861-1871 
1868-1903 
1868-1890 
1870-1875 

1870- 1892,  1894-190 8 

1871- 1876 

1873- 1901 

1874- 1894 
1874-1922 
1874-1888 
1878-1883 
1878-1897 
1878-1935 
1881-1893 

1888-1890 

1888- 1917 

1889- 1914 

1889-1910 

1889- 1890 

1890- 1939 

1890-1921 
1892-1935 

1897- 1917 

1898- 1914 
1898-1905 
1901-1905 

1901- 1908 

1902- 1934 

1904- 1910 

1905- 1918,  1924-1928,  1930-1932 
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T.  Hassall  Brown 

Charles  Edward  Amory 

George  Brimmer  Inches 

Samuel  Brenton  Whitney 

William  Crowninshield  Endicott 

Albert  S.  Bigelow 

Robert  T.  Walker 

Dr.  Charles  Peabody 

Grafton  Winthrop  Minot 

Benjamin  Joy 

Samuel  W.  Bates 

Charles  C.  Coveney 

Charles  H.  Fiske 

Arby  C.  Whittemore 

Archibald  L.  Cameron 

Wyman  K.  Flint 

Dr.  Neil  L.  Crone 

Dr.  Walter  Boyd 

D.  Berkeley  Updike 

Dr.  John  L.  Ames 

Guy  Warren  Walker 


1905-1927 

1905-1920 

1909-1920 

1909-1914 

1913- 1916,  1924-1936 

1914- 1919 
1914-1931 
1914—1923 

1917- 1920 

1918- 1919 

1919- 1929 
1919-1942 
1921-1932 
1923-1925 
1926-1935 
1928-1933 

1932- 1941 

1933- 1937 

1935- 1942 

1936- 1940 
1941-1943 


SENIOR  WARDENS 


Richard  H.  Dana,  Sen. 

1844-1847 

Theron  Metcalf 

1848-1855 

William  Foster  Otis 

1855-1857 

John  P.  Tarbell 

1857-1858 

Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck,  Jr. 

1858-1891 

Dr.  Fitch  Edward  Oliver 

1891-1892 

Robert  Codman 

1893-1901 

Francis  W.  Hunnewell 

1901-1917 

George  P.  Gardner 

1917-1939 

William  K.  Richardson 

1939- 

JUNIOR 

Charles  P.  Gordon 

Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck,  Jr. 

Dr.  William  Edward  Coale 
Edward  N.  Perkins 
Horatio  Bigelow 
Dr.  Fitch  Edward  Oliver 
Robert  Codman 
Francis  W.  Hunnewell 
George  P.  Gardner 


WARDENS 

1844-1855 

1855-1858 

1858-1865 

1865-1883 

1883-1885 

1885-1890 

1891-1892 

1893-1901 

1901-1917 
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Joseph  Grafton  Minot 

1917-1930 

William  K.  Richardson 

1930-1939 

Paul  M.  Hubbard 

1939- 

CLERKS 

Charles  R.  Bond 

1844-1846 

Andrew  Oliver 

1846-1850 

Henry  M.  Parker 

1850-1861 

N.  Austin  Parks 

1861-1863 

Dr.  Fitch  Edward  Oliver 

1863-1866 

William  H.  C.  Copeland 

1866-1903 

Joseph  Grafton  Minot 

1903-1917 

Harold  Jefferson  Coolidge 

1917-1934 

Lawrence  Coolidge 

1935- 

Edward  A.  Taft  ( pro  tempore ) 

1942- 

TREASURERS 

Charles  R.  Bond 

1844-1846 

Dr.  William  Edward  Coale 

1846-1849 

Dr.  Richard  H.  Salter 

1849-1852 

John  P.  Tarbell 

1852-1857 

Frederick  H.  Stimpson 

1857-1872 

Charles  H.  Joy 

1872-1882 

Thomas  Nelson 

1882-1890 

George  P.  Gardner 

1891-1916 

Paul  M.  Hubbard 

1917- 

* 

ASSISTANT  TREASURER  f 

Walter  W.  Gaskill 

1930- 

MEMBERS  OF 

'  THE  VESTRY 

1844 

1944 

*  Dr.  Richard  M.  Copeland 

1844-1875 

*  Theodore  Metcalf 

1844-1854 

*  Thomas  M.  J.  Dehon 

1844-1846 

*  Richard  H.  Dana,  fun. 

1844-1879 

*  Charles  P.  Gordon 

1844-1845 

*  Dr.  Richard  M.  Salter 

1844-1861 

t  Office  created  December  1,  1930. 

*  Original  members,  elected  by  the  Corporation  September  27, 
1844. 
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*  Charles  R.  Bond 

*  Dr.  William  Edward  Coale 

*  Thomas  D.  Morris 
Alexander  Wood 
Theron  Metcalf 
Isaac  H.  Adams,  Jr. 

Dr.  Fitch  Edward  Oliver 
Henry  M.  Parker 
Joseph  Burnett 
John  P.  Tarbell 
Frederick  H.  Stimpson 
Horatio  Bigelow 
William  E.  Townsend 
N.  Austin  Parks 
Charles  F.  Shimmin 
Henry  M.  Perkins 
Samuel  Eliot 
Hon.  Isaac  F.  Redfield 
Charles  H.  Joy 
Robert  Codman 
Erving  Winslow 
Thomas  Nelson 
Charles  P.  Gardiner 
William  H.  C.  Copeland 
Stephen  C.  Drew 
George  O.  G.  Coale 
Francis  V.  Parker 
George  P.  Gardner 
Francis  W.  Hunnewell 
Charles  H.  Drew 
Harold  P.  Wardwell 
Alfred  J.  Mayo 
Russell  T.  Churchill 
Paul  M.  Hubbard 
Charles  R.  Sturgis 
Clifton  D.  Dunham 
Roger  Clapp 
William  K.  Richardson 
John  H.  Childs 
T.  Hassall  Brown 
Robert  T.  Walker 
Herbert  T.  Chandler 
W.  Harold  Wright 
James  W.  Holland 
Charles  C.  Coveney 


1844-1846 

1844-1847,  1854-1857 
1844-1849 
1844-1854 
1846-1847 

1846- 1847 

1847- 1864,  1865-1885 
1847-1864 
1849-1862 

1854-1855,  1858-1894 
1858-1874 

1860- 1883,  1885-1889 

1861- 1868 
1862-1866 
1864-1865 

1864- 1865 

1865- 1872 
1868-1871 
1874-1889 

1879-1884,  1886-1889 

1879-1883,  1900-1922 

1881-1898 

1883-1891 

1885-1903 

1889-1908 

1889-1934 

1889-1903 

1891- 1901 

1892- 1893 
1894-1904 
1894-1901 
1901-1915 
1904-1906 

1904- 

1905- 1910 

1905- 1908,  1916-1919 

1906- 1917,  1923-1926 
1908-1931 
1908-1910 
1910-1916 

1910-1929,  1930-1931 
1912-1914 
1914-1916 
1916-1920 

1916-1917,  1939-1940 
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Walter  W.  Gaskill 

Archibald  L.  Cameron 

Myles  O’Dwyer 

Arby  C.  Whittemore 

Robert  Nichols 

Arthur  G.  Bigelow 

Walter  M.  Evatt 

Fred  R.  Bolster 

Leverett  Saltonstall  Tuckerman 

Edward  Kennard  Rand 

Herbert  W.  C.  Browne 

Carleton  S.  Redmond 

James  H.  Hurter 

Harold  Jefferson  Coolidge 

Lawrence  Coolidge 

Wallace  Goodrich 

Charles  E.  Bacon 

William  Crowninshield  Endicott 

Archibald  E.  Cheney 

Dr.  W.  Porter  Pratt 

D.  Berkeley  Updike 

Dr.  John  L.  Ames 

Vaughan  Jealous 

Allyn  B.  Mclntire 

Dr.  Neil  L.  Crone 

Edward  O.  Proctor 

Harold  J.  Coolidge,  Jr. 

Guy  Warren  Walker 


1918-1937, 

1918- 1920, 

1919- 1922 

1920- 1923 
1920-1923 
1922-1925 

1922- 1923 

1923- 1925 
1923-1925 

1925- 1928, 

1926- 1926, 
1926-1929 
1926-1930, 
1929-1934, 
1929-1941 
1929-1931, 
1931-1936, 
1934-1936 
1934-1940 
1936-1938, 

1936- 1938 

1937- 1938 
1937- 
1937-1941 
1940-1941 

1940- 1941, 

1941- 1942 

1942- 1943 


1940-1942 

1925-1935 


1931— 
1934-19 37, 

1936-19 37, 
1941-1942 

1932- 
1938- 


1941- 


1942- 


1938-1939 

1941- 


Gifts  and  Memorials 


The  following  list  includes  those  noted  in  the  record  compiled  by 
Miss  A.  Maria  Mitchell  and  in  the  pamphlet  entitled  “Gifts  and 
Memorials"  published  in  1911;  together  with  others  mentioned  from 
time  to  time  in  the  Weekly  Message,  or  entered  in  the  records  of  the 
corporation. 


High  Altar,  Sanctuary,  and  Chancel 


The  Reredos 

The  Crucifix 

Eucharistic  Lights 
Two  Candlesticks  and  Al¬ 
tar  Cross 
T wo  Candelabra 


Altar  Vases 

The  Credence 

The  Aumbry  or  Sacrament 
House 

A  Sanctuary  Lamp 

The  Bishop’s  Throne  and 
Canopy 

Two  antique  Chairs 
The  Standard  Lights 

The  Altar  Rail 
The  Holy  Rood 


The  Choir  Stalls 


Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  L.  Gard¬ 
ner.  1890 

Gift  of  Lrank  E.  Evans,  in  memory  of 
Elorenda  Brown  Evans,  f  1884 
Gift  of  Bishop  Grafton. 

Gift  of  Brotherhood  of  S.  John  Evan¬ 
gelist.  1871 

Gift  of  Miss  Clara  Louise  Hoppin,  in 
memory  of  Rev.  Milo  Mahan,  D.D. 
and  Rev.  James  de  Koven,  D.D.  1883 
Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Joy. 
1871 

Gift  of  Miss  Wells,  in  memory  of 
Oliver  S.  Wells.  1891 
Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  W.  Gas- 
kill,  in  memory  of  Ruth  Gaskill.  1933 
Gift  of  Walter  W.  Gaskill,  in  memory 
of  Mary  C.  Gaskill.  1933 
Gift  of  Harleston  Parker,  in  memory 
of  Elizabeth  Alston  Parker.  1871 
Gift  of  Mrs.  John  L.  Gardner. 

Gift  of  Parishioners,  in  memory  of 
Rev.  William  Barroll  Frisby. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Davis. 

as 

Gift  of  William  K.  Richardson,  in 
memory  of  Frances  Mitchell  Rich¬ 
ardson.  1924 

Gift  of  the  Misses  Sturgis,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  John  Hubbard  and  Frances 
Anne  Sturgis.  1912 
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Organ  Console 

Seven  Sanctuary  Lamps 

Metal  Choir  Screen  and 
Rood 

Nine  Spanish  Chairs  for 
Sanctuary 
Two  Oil  Paintings 
Bishop’s  Chair 

Tiling  of  Chancel  Floor 


Gift  of  the  Misses  Sturgis,  in  memory 
of  Charles  Russell  Sturgis.  1912 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  K.  Cobb,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  Helen  Kent  Cobb,  f  1864 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Minot  and 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Bertram.  1883 
Gift  of  George  P.  Gardner.  1929 

Gift  of  Mrs.  William  Arnory.  1926 
Gift  of  Charles  F.  Shimmin  (from 
Green  St.  Church). 

Gift  of  Edward  N.  Perkins,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  his  wife. 


Lady  Chapel 


The  Altar  and  Reredos 
Stalls  in  the  Sanctuary 
Two  Standard  Lights 

The  Tabernacle  Door 
The  Sanctuary  Lamp 

The  Altar  Rail 

Two  Clergy  Stalls 
Ten  Seats 

Bronze  Lamp,  Epistle  Side 
Bronze  Lamp,  Gospel  Side 
The  Screen 


Pavement  in  the  Sanctuary 


Pavement  in  the  Chapel 
Two  Altar  Vases 


[  Gift  of  Joseph  and  J.  Gurley  Graf¬ 
ton,  Charles  H.  Minot,  and  his  son 
and  daughter,  in  memory  of  Maria 
Josephine  Minot.  1894 

An  anonymous  gift.  1908 

Gift  of  Miss  Catherine  Amory  Cod- 
man. 

Gift  of  Miss  Elsie  Grubb,  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Ellen  Grubb. 

Gift  of  Miss  M.  M.  Marshall,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  Martha  Ann  Marshall.  1907 

Given  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Alison  Cleve¬ 
land  Hardon.  1914 

Gift  of  Parishioners,  in  memory  of  de¬ 
ceased  Curates  of  the  Parish. 

Gift  of  Daniel  D.  van  Allen  and  Rev. 
William  Harman  van  Allen,  in 
memory  of  Frances  Jane  Holland 
van  Allen.  1907 

Gift  of  Rev.  William  Harman  van  Al¬ 
len,  in  memory  of  Daniel  D.  van 
Allen.  1914 

Gift  of  Miss  Ellen  Grubb,  in  memory 
of  Mrs.  Ellen  Grubb.  1920 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Louis  Curtis,  in  memory 
of  Frances  M.  Richardson. 

Given  in  memory  of  William  Gray, 
1906-1909 


Sac  ring  Bell 
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Seats  in  the  Chapel 


Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  O.  G. 
Coale,  in  memory  of  their  son,  Wil¬ 
liam  Edward  Coale,  and  of  Mr. 
Coale’s  father,  Dr.  William  Edward 
Coale.  1924 


A  Rug  for  the  Altar 


Gift  of  Mrs.  Howland. 


Statues  Our  Lord,  The  Eternal  Child.  Gift  of  Frank  R.  Kim¬ 


ball.  Now  in  Sacristy. 

Our  Lady.  Gift  of  Mrs.  Follen  Cabot,  in  memory  of 
Harold  Cabot,  1870-1895.  Now  in  Sacristy.  1906 
The  Blessed  Virgin  and  Child.  Gift  of  St.  Vincent’s 
Guild  in  memory  of  Robert  T.  Walker.  1933 
St.  Joseph.  Gift  of  Dr.  van  Allen.  A  thank-offering.  1904 
St.  John  Baptist.  In  memory  of  Harold  Cabot.  1933 
Two  Angels.  In  reredos.  Gift  of  Frank  R.  Kimball.  1908 
Twelve  small  statues,  in  niches: 

Mother  Harriet  Mother  Foundress  C.Scae.  M.  1822- 
1896 

Bishop  Grafton 

St.  Dorothea  In  memory  of  Dorothy  Hurley.  Gift  of 
the  Sunday  School,  Choir  boys,  and  the  Girls’  Friendly 
Society. 

Bishop  Seabury  Gift  of  Mrs.  William  V.  Chapin.  1905 
St.  Bernard  of  Clairvaux  “Ex  voto  M.W.C.” 

St.  Ethelreda  of  Ely  Gift  of  the  Rev.  Glenn  Tilley 
Morse,  in  memory  of  his  mother.  1908 
St.  Joseph  of  Arimathea 

St.  Mary  Magdalene  Gift  of  the  Rev.  Glenn  Tilley 
Morse,  in  memory  of  his  aunt  Alice  Glenn  Corre.  1908 
St.  George  Gift  of  Mrs.  William  V.  Chapin,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  Lt.  Charles  Lester  Todd,  of  the  British  Army. 

1917 

St.  Joan  of  Arc  Gift  of  Horace  Gray. 

Archbishop  Laud  Purchased  with  offerings  on  King 
Charles  Day. 

Dr.  Pusey  Gift  of  Foster  W.  Stearns. 


In  All  Saints  Chapel 


The  Altar 


Purchased  by  bequest  of  Miss  Elizabeth 
P.  Perkins.  1850.  First  used  in 
Green  Street  Church. 
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The  Reredos 

The  Jewelled  Altar  Cross 

The  Candlesticks 

The  Altar  Vases 
The  Missal  Stand 
The  Altar  Rail 

The  Bronze  Lectern 


The  Sanctuary  Lamp 
A  Chair 


A  Prie-Dieu 

A  Portable  Tabernacle 
A  Rug  for  the  Altar 


In  memory  of  Mrs.  Ellen  Britten 
Townsend.  Gift  of  her  three  sons. 
In  memory  of  Rev.  Freeborn  Cogge- 
shall,  Assistant  Priest  of  the  Parish. 
In  memory  of  Bertha  Lewis  Blackman, 
Easter,  1900. 

In  memory  of  Fr.  Frisby. 

Inscribed  M.F.C.  1879. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Russell  Pea¬ 
body.  1887 

Gift  of  Dr.  William  Edward  Coale. 
1848.  First  used  in  Green  Street 
Church. 

Provided  by  the  Altar  Society.  1925 
Gift  of  Janet  M.  Cumston,  in  memory 
of  Rev.  Harold  Ethelbert  Addison. 
1902 

Gift  of  St.  Agnes  Guild,  in  memory  of 
Fr.  Daniels.  1898 
Gift  of  Miss  Esther  Atwill.  1924 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Homer  L.  Richardson. 
1917 


All  Souls  Chapel 


Given  in  memory  of  Harold  Ethelbert  Addison,  Priest  and  Curate. 
The  Chapel  was  built  upon  the  initiative  of  Miss  Eugenia  Gardner, 
and  was  blessed  by  Bishop  Grafton  in  November,  1903. 


The  Tabernacle 

The  Crucifix 
The  Altar  Candlesticks 
The  Sanctuary  Lamp 
The  Credence 
A  New  Entrance  and  Door 
to  All  Souls  Chapel 


Gift  of  Miss  E.  G.  Barrett  and  Miss 
H.  E.  Raymond. 

Gift  of  Miss  Josephine  F.  Bumstead. 
Gift  of  Miss  Josephine  F.  Bumstead. 
Gift  of  Miss  Katherine  A.  Tarbell. 
Gift  of  Miss  Grace  Westing. 

In  memory  of  Guy  Warren  Walker, 
the  gift  of  Mrs.  Walker  and  of  Guy 
Warren  Walker,  Jr.  and  Samuel 
Walker,  his  sons.  1944. 


Sacred  Vestments 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Boyer.  1920 
Gift  of  Dr.  W.  Porter  Pratt,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  his  wife,  Lucy  French  Pratt. 
1940 


A  White  Chasuble 
A  Red  Mass  Set 
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A  Red  Mass  Set 
A  Purple  Mass  Set 
A  Black  Mass  Set 


A  Rose  High  Mass  Set 

A  White  Cope  and  a  Hu¬ 
meral  Veil 
A  White  Cope 
A  Jewelled  Morse 


Gift  of  boys  of  St.  Vincent’s  Guild, 
and  others.  For  week-day  masses. 
Gift  of  the  Guild  of  St.  Francis  Xavier. 

For  Children’s  Mass. 

Gift  of  Mildred  (Mrs.  Howard)  Car- 
son,  in  memory  of 
her  father,  Charles  Herbert  Howes 
her  mother,  A.  Belle  Howes 
her  brother,  Charles  Edward  Howes. 
Completed  by  the  Embroidery  Guild, 
under  direction  of  Mrs.  Gaskill.  1930 
Gift  of  Mrs.  C.  R.  Post.  1925 

Gift  of  Dr.  van  Allen.  1925 

Given  in  memory  of  Fr.  Daniels,  Curate. 


Miscellaneous 


A  Crucifix  and  Two  Brass 
Candlesticks 
A  Crucifix 

A  Cross 


Two  wooden  Candlesticks 
Two  small  brass  Altar  V ases 


Gift  of  the  Burial  Guild. 

Of  wood,  carved  by  Kirchmayer  at 
Ober-Ammergau.  Gift  of  the  artist. 
Miniature  replica  of  the  cross  on  Dr. 
Croswell’s  grave.  Gift  of  his  grand¬ 
son.  1915 

Gift  in  memory  of  Bertha  Rebecca 
Harding,  by  her  children. 

One  given  in  memory  of  Helen  E. 
Raymond,  1918,  the  other  in  memory 
of  Julia  H.  Edmands.  1921 


Altar  Frontals,  etc. 


An  Old  Spanish  red  and 
gold  Frontal 
A  Purple  Frontal 
A  Superfrontal 

A  Dossal  in  the  Lady 
Chapel 


Gift  of  Mrs.  Edward  Thaw. 

Gift  of  “a  Philadelphia  Friend.” 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Joseph  Clark,  for  the 
Lady  Chapel.  1925 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  K.  Cobb. 


A  Funeral  Pall 
A  Tapestry 


Gift  of  Marion  Coale  Inglis. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Alice  Means  and  others. 
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Processional 


A  Crystal  Crucifix 
A  Brass  Cross 

A  Brass  Cross 


A  Processional  Cross 

An  American  Flag  and  Staff 

Two  Brass  Torches 
Two  Brass  Torches 
Two  Torches 
Four  Banners: 


With  silver  Corpus. 

With  Crucifix,  Corpus,  and  Tablet  in 
silver. 

Jewelled,  with  Agnus  Dei  and  symbols 
of  the  Evangelists.  Gift  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School. 

“Beautified  by  bequest  of  Mrs.  Bain- 
bridge-Hoff.”  1929 

Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  B. 
Inches.  1917 

“M.F.B. — M.M.B.  1898.” 

Gift  of  the  Guild  of  St.  Vincent.  1910 

Gift  of  the  Sunday  School. 

a.  Large  red,  gift  of  St.  Vincent’s 

Guild,  in  memory  of  William  J. 

Smith. 

b.  Girls’  Friendly  Society. 

c.  Red  (Pelican),  made  by  Sister 

Theresa,  S.S.M. 

d.  Blue  (made  by  Sisters  of  St.  Mar¬ 

garet)  . 


Altar  Books,  etc. 


A  Bible 

A  Bible 


Altar  and  Office  Books 


A  Litany  Book 
A  Missal 

A  Missal 


For  the  lectern,  in  memory  of  Rev. 
Harold  Ethelbert  Addison.  Gift  of 
Nina  A.  Littlefield. 

For  use  in  the  Lady  Chapel.  A  thank- 
offering  by  Miss  Alice  M.  Preston. 
Easter,  1940 

For  the  Lady  Chapel.  Gift  of  Joseph 
and  J.  Gurley  Grafton,  Charles  H. 
Minot,  and  his  son  and  daughter,  in 
memory  of  Maria  fosephine  Minot, 
t  July  12,  1893. 

A  thank-offering  by  F.B.B.  1908 

For  All  Saints  Chapel.  A  thank-offer¬ 
ing  by  F.B.B.  1908 

Gift  of  Miss  Anne  V.  A.  Nelson,  in 
memory  of  her  father,  Thomas  Nel¬ 
son.  1903 

For  All  Souls  Chapel.  Gift  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  Rev.  George  C.  Betts. 


A  Missal 
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A  Missal  Gift  of  Wallace  Goodrich,  in  memory 

of  his  mother,  Anna  Louise  Good¬ 
rich.  1931 

A  Standard  Prayer-book  Gift  of  Joseph  Grafton  Minot,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  Bishop  Grafton. 


Sacred  Vessels 


A  crystal  Chalice 

A  gold  Chalice,  jewelled, 
with  a  gold  Paten,  a  jew¬ 
elled  Pyx  with  gold  chain, 
and  a  silver-gilt  Cibo- 
rium 

A  gold  Chalice  and  Paten 

A  silver-gilt  Chalice  and 
Paten 

A  silver  Chalice,  Paten, 
Wafer-box  and  Lavabo 

A  silver-gilt  Paten 

A  large  silver  Paten 


A  small  Communion  Set 

Gold  and  jewelled  Pyx  and 
Monstrance 

A  silver-gilt  Ciborium 

A  silver  Ciborium 


A  silver  and  crystal  Cibo¬ 
rium 


Gift  of  Mrs.  Paul  Caine,  in  memory 
of  her  husband.  1903 
Gift  of  the  congregation  at  large,  in 
memory  of  George  Frederick  Dan¬ 
iels,  Priest.  1905 


Made  of  gold  contributed  by  a  group 
of  ladies,  in  memory  of  Fr.  Frisby. 
1943 

Given  in  memory  of  Caroline  C.  Fin¬ 
lay.  1885 

For  daily  use.  A  copy  of  the  York¬ 
shire  Chalice,  given  in  memory  of 
Catherine  Elizabeth  Tarbell. 

Mem.  Charles  Henry  Minot.  Gift  of 
his  mother. 

Inscribed  to  “The  Blessed  Advent.” 
Given  anonymously  as  a  thank- 
offering.  Probably  the  first  gift  to 
the  Parish.  1845 

Given  to  Fr.  Frisby  in  memory  of 
Frances  G.  Hodges. 

Gift  of  Miss  Katherine  A.  Tarbell,  in 
memory  of  her  father  and  mother, 
John  P.  and  Catherine  E.  Tarbell. 
Easter,  1909 

Gift  of  Mrs.  John  H.  Morison,  in 
memory  of  William  Foster  Otis  and 
Samuel  Eliot.  1924 

For  reservation  of  the  Blessed  Sacra¬ 
ment  in  the  Lady  Chapel.  In  memory 
of  Martha  Chapin.  1944 

Gift  of  Rev.  Sidney  Atmore  Caine,  in 
memory  of  Paul  Caine. 
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A  silver-gilt  Flagon 
A  silver  Lavabo 


Two  crystal  Cruets 
A  silver  Holy  Water  Bowl 
Sprinkler  for  same 
A  silver  Wafer-box 


A  silver  Baptismal  Shell 
A  small  silver-gilt  Hand¬ 
bell 

A  silver  Alms-bason 
A  silver  Censer,  Incense- 
boat,  and  Spoon 
A  silver-gilt  Censer 


A  silver-gilt  Incense-boat 


Gift  of  the  Congregation,  in  memory 
of  Rev.  Henry  Aiken  Metcalf. 

Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Gray,  in 
memory  of  William  Gray.  1906- 
1909 

Gift  of  Miss  Barker. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  George  P.  Gardner. 

Gift  of  Fr.  Hutchinson. 

Gift  of  Mary  Croswell,  in  memory  of 
her  father,  Rev.  Dr.  William  Cros¬ 
well. 

Inscribed  “A  M  D  G  Easter  1893.” 

Gift  of  the  Confraternity  of  the 
Blessed  Sacrament,  in  memory  of 
Fr.  Newbery.  1938 

An  anonymous  gift,  in  1849. 

Gift  of  St.  Vincent’s  Guild,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  Cecil  Moreton  Barlow. 

Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Grafton 
Minot,  in  memory  of  Mary  Winthrop 
Mason.  1907 

Gift  of  R.  R.  H.  Fitzgerald,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  Lt.  Frederick  D.  Foley.  1912 


The  Fabric 


The  Baptistery  and  Spire 
The  Belfry 
Hunnewell  Chapel 


The  West  Porch  and  Gal¬ 
lery 

The  South  Porch 


The  North  Transept 


Given  in  memory  of  Horatio  Bigelow, 
by  his  wife  and  children.  1891 
Given  in  memory  of  Anne  Bigelow 
Nelson,  by  her  husband.  1891 
(Sunday  School  Chapel)  Gift  of  Fran¬ 
cis  W.  Hunnewell,  in  memory  of  his 
wife,  Gertrude  Gouverneur  Hunne¬ 
well.  1890 

Gift  of  Francis  W.  Hunnewell,  in 
memory  of  John  H.  Sturgis.  1891 
Constructed  by  money  received  from 
a  bequest  of  Martha  Sever  made  in 
1859. 

Gift  of  Francis  W.  Hunnewell,  in 
memory  of  his  first  wife,  Margaret 
Fassitt  Hunnewell  (1838-1876). 
1883 
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The  North  Aisle  Gift  of  Elizabeth  Temple  (Mrs.  J.  C.) 

Hooker,  in  memory  of  her  father, 
Grenville  Temple  Winthrop. 

Two  Memorial  Rooms  and  North  side;  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Lavatories  Charles  H.  Taintor  in  memory  of 

Mary  Austin  Hemenway. 

The  Parish  House  Gifts  to  the  building  fund  and  Memo¬ 

rials  are  entered  in  the  Book  of  Re¬ 
membrance,  in  All  Souls  Room. 


The  Baptismal  Font  and 
Cover 

The  Pulpit 
Two  Confessionals 

The  Stone  Lectern 

The  Alms  Chest 

Bells  in  the  Belfry 

Ringing  Apparatus  for 
Bells 

Sanctus  Bell 

Organ 

Organ 


Organ 


Lighting  in  All  Souls 
Chapel 

Lighting  in  the  Nave 


An  Antique  Lantern 


Purchased  by  bequest  of  Miss  Elizabeth 
P.  Perkins.  Originally  in  Green 
Street  Church.  1850. 

Gift  of  Henry  C.  Hutchins.  1889 

Gift  of  Miss  Catherine  A.  Codman. 
1923 

Gift  of  Charles  H.  Minot,  in  memory 
of  Mrs.  Lillian  Dunbar  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Lothrop.  1902 

Gift  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Frederic¬ 
ton,  N.B.  1845 

Given  in  memory  of  Miss  Catherine 
Codman,  by  Robert  Codman.  1900 

Gift  of  Dr.  Nichols  and  others. 

Gift  of  William  K.  Richardson,  in 
memory  of  Fr.  Frisby.  1903 

(Probably  in  Bowdoin  Street  Church)  ; 
partly  gift  of  Charles  P.  Gardiner. 

Repairs  to  Organ  in  Brimmer  Street 
Church;  gift  of  Frederick  S.  Mose¬ 
ley.  1933 

(Present  instrument)  ;  cost  defrayed 
by  bequest  of  Harold  Jefferson  Cool- 
idge.  1935 

Given  in  memory  of  Sara  Kirtley 
Brown.  1872 

Gift  of  Boylston  A.  Beal,  in  memory 
of  his  mother,  Louise  Adams  Beal. 
1921 

Inside  west  door.  Gift  of  E.  Frank 
Leighton.  1942 
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Dimmers  for  the  Nave  and 
Chancel  Lighting 
Iron  Fence  on  north  side 

Lighting  Fixtures  in  the 
Library 

Wrought  Iron  Grille 


Gift  of  Walter  W.  Gaskill. 

Completed  by  gift  of  Frederick  S. 

Moseley  (a  thank-offering).  1924 
Bequest  of  Ann  Wentworth  Smart. 
1940 

On  Brimmer  Street  door  of  Parish 
House.  Gift  of  Paul  M.  Hubbard, 
in  memory  of  his  father,  James  Mas- 
carene  Hubbard,  and  his  mother, 
Sarah  Hill  Tomlinson  Hubbard. 
1942 


The  Prayer  Shrine.  1944 

The  Statue  of  Christ  the  King.  Gift  of  Edgar  R.  Stickney,  in 
memory  of  William  Joseph  Evans,  f  1917 

The  Book  of  Intercession,  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Fran¬ 
cis  Cutler,  in  memory  of  their  son,  Lt.  Burton  Wright  Cutler, 
t  1943 


Contributors  to  the  Shrine : 

Miss  Charlotte  Ambler,  in  memory  of  Elizabeth  Ambler. 

William  L.  Barber,  in  memory  of  Clara  K.  Barber. 

Mrs.  James  H.  Hurter,  in  memory  of  William  L.  Barber 

Miss  Erna  Bladow,  in  memory  of  Louise  Bladow. 

The  family  of  Alice  Carpenter,  in  her  memory. 

Miss  Elsie  Dorr,  in  memory  of  Ellerton  Lodge  Dorr. 

Mrs.  R.  P.  Law,  in  memory  of  Caroline  Elizabeth  MacGill. 

Kenneth  Robie,  in  memory  of  Helen  Robie. 

Mrs.  Fowler,  in  memory  of  Nellie  Weeks. 

Miss  May  T.  Melius,  in  memory  of  Cornelia  Wright. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmund  R.  Hoffstedt,  in  behalf  of  Edmund  R. 
Hoffstedt,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  C.  Windmayer,  in  behalf  of  Lt.  Fred¬ 
erick  C.  Windmayer,  Jr. 

and  Lt.  Edward  W.  Ackley,  Wallace  Goodrich,  Miss  Lena  Lock- 
wood,  Mrs.  Harold  Pirn,  J.  Cooper  Reeve,  Alexander  Robin¬ 
son,  Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Smith. 

Windows 


Oriel  over  High  Altar  Cre¬ 
dence 

Three  Lancet,  in  South 
Transept 


Gift  of  Miss  D.  A.  Hodges,  in  memory 
of  Mary  D.  Hodges,  f  1888 
Gift  of  Mrs.  John  H.  Sturgis,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  her  husband,  John  Hubbard 
Sturgis,  f  1888 
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Five  Clerestory 


Two  in  west  wall  of  Bap¬ 
tistery 

Six  in  east  end  of  Lady 
Chapel 


The  Jesse  Window 


Six  Windows 


Triple  Window 


Three  Windows 


Windows  in  North  Tran¬ 
sept 


Gift  of  Thomas  Hassall  Brown,  in 
memory  of  his  father  Atherton 
Thayer  Brown.  1910 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Horatio  Bigelow,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  her  children  George  and 
Arthur. 

1.  Gift  of  Miss  Susan  Wainwright 
and  Mrs.  McVickar,  in  memory 

of  Peter  Wainwright.  f  1878 

2.  Given  in  memory  of  Charlotte 

Wainwright.  f  1875 

3.  Given  by  Mrs.  Charles  Kane  Cobb, 
in  memory  of  her  husband.  |  1876 

4.  Gift  of  John  Id.  Sturgis,  in  memory 

of  Julia  Overing  Sturgis,  f  1861 

5.  Gift  of  Mrs.  Henry  McVickar,  in 

memory  of  Henry  McVickar. 

f  1882 

6.  Gift  of  Miss  Annie  Andrews,  in 

memory  of  Emma  Louisa  An¬ 
drews. 

In  west  end  of  nave,  over  gallery. 
Gift  of  Albert  S.  Bigelow,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  his  mother  Anne  Lenthal 
Bigelow,  t  1897 

In  south  wall  of  the  Lady  Chapel. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Davis,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  Fr.  Grafton. 

In  west  end  of  North  Aisle.  Gift  of 
Mrs.  John  Sturgis,  in  memory  of 
her  daughter,  Gertrude  Gouverneur 
Hunnewell.  f  1890 

Over  High  Altar.  Gift  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Minot,  in  memory  of 
their  son,  Charles  H.  Minot. 

Gift  of  Francis  W.  Hunnewell,  in 
memory  of  his  wife  Margaret  Fas- 
sitt  Hunnewell.  f  1876 


Carvings 

Angels  supporting  the  Or-  Gift  of  Mrs.  Horatio  Bigelow,  in  mem- 
gan  Front  ory  of  her  infant  children. 

Entrance  to  the  Baptistery  Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Mallory,  in 

memory  of  her  father,  Frederick  H. 
Stimpson.  f  1873 
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Stone  Carvings  in  the  Lady  An  anonymous  gift. 
Chapel 


Capitals  in  the  South  Aisle  1. 

2. 

3. 

Capitals  in  the  North  Aisle  1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


In  memory  of  Mary  Grandam 
Hogg,  f  1898 

In  memory  of  Charles  B.  Stewart, 
t  1900 

In  memory  of  Elizabeth  Codman 
Bowen,  f  1893 

In  memory  of  William  Edward 
Townsend,  f  1866 
A  thank-offering  by  “F.S.M 1901 
A  thank-offering  by  “F.S.M.”  1903 
A  thank-offering  by  “F.S.M.”  1905 


Memorial  Tablets 


To  Richard  Henry  Dana 
and  Son 

To  Samuel  Brenton  Whit¬ 
ney 

To  Henry  Melville  Parker, 
t  1863 

To  William  Edward  Coale, 
M.D.  f  1865 

To  George  Cheyne  Shat- 
tuck,  M.D.  f  1893,  and 
Anne  Henrietta  Shat- 
tuck.  f  1894 

To  Joseph  Grafton  Minot 

To  Ann  Wentworth  Smart 


Gift  of  the  Dana  Family.  1922 

Gift  of  New  England  Chapter,  Amer¬ 
ican  Guild  of  Organists.  1915 


Gift  of  his  wife,  Honora  Winthrop 
Minot.  1939. 

Gift  of  Lulu  Eames. 


Busts 


Of  Bishop  Grafton 

Of  Rev.  Dr.  Croswell 

Of  Rev.  Asa  Eaton,  D.D. 
t  1858 

The  Sistine  Madonna 
The  Holy  Family 


Gift  of  his  nephew,  Joseph  Grafton 
Minot.  1915 

First  placed  in  the  Green  Street 
Church. 


Paintings 

Copy  of  painting  by  Raphael. 

By  Cavaliere  Marcantonio  Franche- 
schini  (Bologna,  end  of  17th  cen¬ 
tury).  Gifts  of  Mrs.  William 
Amory.  1926 
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Two  Oil  Paintings  Gift  of  William  Coombs  Codman. 

Two  Angels,  an  oil  painting  By  Girolamo  della  Pacchia.  Gift  of 

Mary  Cabot  (Mrs.  L.  Vernon) 
Briggs,  in  memory  of  her  sister-in- 
law,  Velma  Briggs.  1944 

Our  Blessed  Lord  Gift  of  Mrs.  S.  R.  Hendren. 


Rev.  Dr.  Croswell 
Rev.  Dr.  Bolles 
Bishop  Grafton 


Portraits 


Gift  of  bis  daughter. 

Painted  and  given  by  Miss  Titcomb 


1916 


Bishop  Southgate 
Bishop  Grafton 
Rev.  Fr.  Frisby 
Rev.  Harold  E.  Addison 
Rev.  M.  P.  Stickney 


Photographs 


Gift  of  Joseph  Grafton  Minot. 
Gift  of  St.  Vincent’s  Guild. 

Gift  of  F.  S.  Cabot.  1912 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The  Bishop’s  Chair 
A  Writing  Table  j 
A  Settle  j 

Two  Antique  Chairs 


A  Bronze  Ink-stand 

Tables  for  Church  School 
Six  Chairs 

Bulletin  Boards  at  Brim¬ 
mer  and  Mt.  Vernon 
Street  Entrances 
A  Safe  and  Bags  with 
Locks  for  Collections 
The  Parish  Seal 
Installment  of  Six  Electric 
Aids  to  Hearing 
Installment  of  Two  Elec¬ 
tric  Aids  to  Hearing 


From  the  Green  Street  Church. 

Gifts  of  Mrs.  John  L.  Gardner. 

From  the  Barberini  Palace,  Rome;  ca. 
1575-1625.  Gift  of  Mrs.  John  L. 
Gardner. 

Used  by  Dr.  Croswell.  Gift  of  the  Rev. 

Waldo  Burnett. 

Gift  of  “a  devout  Layman.” 

Loaned  by  Prof.  Samuel  E.  Morison. 
Given  by  Mrs.  Reginald  M.  Johnson 
in  memory  of  Fr.  Newbery. 

Gift  of  William  K.  Richardson.  1938 

Designed  by  Robert  T.  Walker. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  John  Hurd,  in  memory  of 
John  Hurd.  1937 

Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  P. 
Gardner. 
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Installment  of  Three  Elec-  Gift  of  the  Burial  Guild,  in  memory 
trie  Aids  to  Hearing  of  Miss  Ella  Drew. 


27  volumes  Ecclesiological 
Society 

Choir  Books  and  Music 
Mass  hy  Darke 

Mr.  Coale’s  pamphlet,  “The 
Beginnings  of  a  Parish” 
A  Booklet  about  the  Church 
of  the  Advent 
A  Church  Calendar 
Prayer-books  for  the  Pews 

Appendix  to  the  Hymnal 

Appendix  to  the  Hymnal 
Binding  of  Appendix  in 
Hymnals 

Proper  Antiphons  for  Mag¬ 
nificat  and  Nunc  Dimittis 


Gift  of  Dr.  van  Allen  to  The  Men’s 
Guild. 

An  anonymous  gift.  1935 
Gift  of  a  parishioner,  to  the  Choir. 
1939 

Published  by  the  Men’s  Guild.  1926 

An  anonymous  gift.  1938 

Gift  of  Charles  E.  Bacon.  1940  ff. 
Gift  of  Charles  E.  Bacon.  1929  and 
1938 

Gift  of  Harold  Jefferson  Coolidge. 
1926 

Gift  of  William  K.  Richardson.  1933 
Gift  of  Charles  E.  Bacon.  1940 

For  the  Choir.  Gift  of  J.  Arthur  Kit- 
son.  1930 


For  the  Library 


Lighting  Fixtures 
A  Table 

i 

A  Dossal 

Two  Morris  Chairs 
A  Rug 

A  Memorial  Book-plate 


Bequest  of  Ann  Wentworth  Smart. 
1940 

Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everett  M. 
Dickinson. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  John  Hurd. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  George  P.  Gardner. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Reginald  Johnson. 

Gift  of  Miss  May  Melius,  for  books 
purchased  from  the  Cornelia  Russell 
Wright  Fund. 


For  All  Souls  Room 


A  Pair  of  wrought  iron 
Andirons 

The  Book  of  Remembrance 


Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everett  M. 
Dickinson. 

Gift  of  Lawrence  Coolidge,  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  his  father,  Harold  Jefferson 
Coolidge.  1941 
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For  the  Choir  Room 

A  Steinway  grand  piano-  Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Griswold, 
forte 

Choir  Stalls  Gift  of  Edward  A.  Taft. 

Steel  Lockers  Gift  of  Miss  Maria  Bowen.  1921 


Gifts  for 

For  the  Hall : 

Two  small  Rugs 

For  the  Guild  Rooms: 

A  Mirror 
A  Table 
Two  Vases 


the  Parish  House 

Gift  of  William  K.  Richardson. 

Gift  of  Miss  Andrews. 

Gift  of  Harold  J.  Coolidge. 

Gift  of  Miss  Edna  Walters. 


For  the  Office: 

Two  Rugs 

A  Stand 
Two  paintings 

A  Mantel  Clock 

For  the  Rector’s  Study: 
A  Rug 

A  leather  covered  Sofa 


Gift  of  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Herbert  H. 
Yeames. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Katherine  Little. 

Gift  of  the  artist,  Miss  Margaret  J. 
Patterson. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Wallace  Goodrich. 


Gift  of  Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Moseley. 
Gift  of  Walter  S.  Fox. 


For  the  Sister’s  Room: 

A  Lamp 
A  Table 

Two  Pictures 
Two  Pictures 
Three  Pictures 


Gift  of  Miss  Deborah  Sayles. 

Gift  of  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Herbert  H. 
Yeames. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Griswold. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  C.  N.  Rogers. 

Gift  of  Miss  Fanny  Ballard. 


For  the  Infant  Department  of  the  Church  School : 

A  Table  and  a  Set  of  Chairs  The  gift  of  Mrs.  Reginald  Johnson. 
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